The Michigan Student Test of Education-
al Progress, M-STEP, is a summative as-
sessment designed to measure student
growth effectively for today’s students.
Spring 2015 was the first time students
across Michigan participated in the as-
sessment. English language arts and
mathematics are assessed in grades 3-8,
science in grades 4 and 7, and social
studies in grades 5 and 8. The M-Step is a
more rigorous test that requires students
to move away from the multiple choice
format to demonstrating critical thinking
skills, problem solving abilities, and
deeper knowledge of various topics that
are aligned to state standards. Across the
board, the percentage of advanced and
proficient scores were lower as com-
pared to MEAP performances. This is
due to the improved rigor of the M-Step.
This year’s M-Step is considered baseline
and we will need future data to deter-
mine a true comparison of student
growth. Dr. Terry Nugent
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Comparison data to summary
scores of state and surrounding
districts.
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