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! PREFACE!  

I have been in or involved with a band program since the age of 5. Band was a very special 
experience for me as a young person. My father and brother were both in band growing up. 
Most, if not all, of my friends were in band. Band, like sports and other wholesome 
organizations, gave me a place to grow and flourish in success. I have a sincere passion to 
create a band program at Desoto Central Middle School that will have the same positive impact 
upon my students.  

The Desoto Central Middle School Band Program is an important aspect of life at the middle 
school level. Our band program, with a combined total of over 275 students, is one of the largest 
organizations in our entire school district. The purpose of our band program is to provide each 
student with a well-rounded, comprehensive musical education. This education spawns a 
concrete foundation of knowledge upon which artistry is produced. In addition to a quality music 
education, our band program molds the young adolescent into a well rounded individual, 
equipped with the knowledge to succeed after school is outgrown. We aim at teaching the 
necessary skills and attitudes for a child to reach beyond their potential. Our band program 
works to benefit the school and community through the means of public performances of quality 
music, while enhancing the dignity and reputation of Desoto Central Middle School. We seek to 
foster the development of essential character traits to include strong work ethic, personal 
integrity, a commitment to excellence, and respect for all, including self respect. Lastly, we strive 
to provide each student with a positive outlet, experiences that create powerful memories, and 
friendships that will last a lifetime.  

This handbook is designed as a quick reference to help you understand how the band program 
operates here at Desoto Central Middle School. Please read through the sections with your 
band student and be sure to sign the forms at the end. We have worked to simplify the contents 
for your convenience. Please keep this handbook at home for easy reference throughout the 
year. We are always happy to assist you should you have further questions. 

On behalf of all of the band directors involved in your child’s music education, welcome to the 
Desoto Central Middle School Band, where it always a great day to be a Jag!  

Mr. Tyler Hart Mrs. Jocelyn Hembruch  
           Director Assistant Director 
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! Contact Information!  

Band Directors 

Tyler Hart - Director of Bands 

stephen.hart@dcsms.org 

662.349.6660 ext.  

Jocelyn Hembruch - Assistant Director of Bands 

jocelyn.hembruch@dcsms.org 

Devin Burgess - Percussion Instructor/ Assistant High 
School Director of Bands 

burgess.devin@gmail.com 

Dennis Cox - High School Director of Bands 

dcoxband@yahoo.com  

Parent Helpers 

Kerry Hanan - Middle School Parent Liaison/Treasurer  
kerrydcband@gmail.com 
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! Communication Continued!  

Remind 101 

Remind 101 is a text alert/reminder service where we can 
quickly get a message out to all who are subscribed to the 
service. You won’t see our phone numbers, and we won’t 

see yours, however you can message us on this app, 
should you have a quick question.  

6th grade band: text “@dcmspurple” to 81010 

7th grade band: text “@dcmsgold” to 81010 

8th grade band: text “@dcmsjag” to 81010 

Charms 

We will be using the Charms site for mass emails and 
reminders as well. All current 7th and 8th grade students 
are already in the charms system. For all 6th grade band 

students, there is a form attached at the end of this 
handbook for you to attach and return so we can get you 

into charms. 

Middle School Band Webpage 

This a new project that is still under construction. Stay 
tuned for more information. :) 
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! Meet the Directors !  

Tyler Hart, Director of Bands 
Mr. Hart has worked for Desoto Central Middle School for one year and is in his third year of 
public school teaching. Prior to gaining a position at DeSoto Central Middle School, Mr. Hart 
was an assistant band director at at Paragould Jr. & Sr. High School. Mr. Hart has also 
previously taught with numerous programs as a staff member in Kentucky, Indiana, and 
Arkansas. At Paragould, Mr. Hart taught the Jr. High Intermediate Band, beginning clarinets, 
beginning low brass, general music, and team taught the Sr. High Marching & Concert Bands.  

Mr. Hart was born and raised in Elizabethtown, Kentucky. His brother was a trombone player 
and Mr. Hart was taken into the band world by storm. Although proficient on all instruments, Mr. 
Hart’s primary instrument is the euphonium. His previous teacher/private instructors include 
David Centers, Matt Baucum, Ray Conklin, John Fannin, Todd Hill, Bryan Heath, and Steven 
Mead (euphonium virtuoso). In high school, Mr. Hart was involved with many activities, including 
Marching band, pep band, jazz band, All-District band (principal euphonium 7th-12th grade), All-
State band (principal euphonium 1 year), and All-State marching band, while maintaining a 
perfect GPA. After high school, Mr. Hart sought his bachelors degree in instrumental music 
education by attending Murray, Kentucky. He graduated summa cum laude in the fall of 2012. 
While in college, Mr. Hart became a member of the legendary Racer Marching band, rising as 
section leader and helping to plan the annual Festival of Champions marching contest. Aside 
from marching band, Mr. Hart was selected to perform with the Kentucky Intercollegiate Band, 
where he sat as principal euphonium. As a member of the university wind ensemble, Mr. Hart 
premiered a student composition in a concert at the John F. Kennedy center for the Performing 
Arts, Washington D.C. Also while in college, Mr. Hart marched with the crowd favorite Madison 
Scouts Drum and Bugle Corps, marching euphonium in 2010. In the 2013-2014 school year, Mr. 
Hart was awarded a full ride scholarship as a Graduate Teaching Assistant at the University of 
Louisville. Mr. Hart is currently halfway done with his Masters in Music Performance, and 
intends to finish his Masters in Music Education. 

Mr. Hart has a strong passion for teaching and playing his instrument. Many of his private 
lessons students have accomplished the goal of making all-district and all-state band. Mr. Hart 
is currently a member of ITEA (International Tuba Euphonium Association) and ITA 
(International Trombone Association). He is also an alumni member of Phi Mu Alpha Sinfonia 
national music fraternity. Mr. Hart was recently married to his college sweetheart, Emily Hart 
(Hembruch). In his free time, Mr. Hart enjoys being outdoors and playing with his dog Ruby. 
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Jocelyn Hembruch, Assistant Director of Bands 

Mrs. Jocelyn Hembruch comes to us from Newburgh, Indiana. She graduated from Castle High 
School, one of the top ranked schools in the state of Indiana for education and music, in 2008 
with honors. There she was an active participant in jazz band, pep band, marching band, 
national honors society, thespian club, and musicals. Mrs. Hembruch also served as principal 
flute player for the Owensboro Symphonic Youth Orchestra and The Evansville Philharmonic 
Youth Orchestra. In 2008, she pursued a Bachelors of Music Education at Murray State 
University. While at Murray, Jocelyn was a member of the Murray State Woodwind Quintet for 4 
years, was principal flutist of the Wind Ensemble, Symphony Orchestra, and was an active 
musician for New Music recitals. Mrs. Hembruch was also a dedicated member of the legendary 
Murray State Racer Band for all five years at MSU, where she served as section leader for one 
year and Drum Major for three years. While in Racer Band she worked closely with the director 
John Fannin in planning on campus events, trips, and rehearsals. Jocelyn is a member of 
Sigma Alpha Iota, a national music fraternity for women. SAI is a contributing factor to several 
on campus, and community, events in Murray and are recognized nation wide. She had the 
pleasure to serve her chapter Iota Beta as Corresponding Secretary and President. She 
graduated from MSU May 2013 magna cum laude. 

Most recently, Mrs. Hembruch had the pleasure to work with her alumni as Assistant Band 
Director at Castle North Middle School in Newburgh, Indiana. There she worked with over 300 
band students on a daily basis. All three grades received a Gold rating at concert festival. She 
then served as Assistant Band Director at Daviess County High School in Owensboro, 
Kentucky. Mrs. Hembruch is very excited to further her teaching career at Desoto Central Middle 
and High School. 

Mrs. Hembruch is married to Ben Hembruch who is the band director at First Assembly 
Christian School in Cordova, Tennessee.  
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Devin Burgess, Percussion Director 
 

 
Mr. Devin Burgess is a graduate of the University of Wisconsin Platteville where he studied 
percussion performance with Joe Caploe and music education with Dr. Barry Ellis. While at 
Platteville he earned degrees in instrumental and general music education. 

Devin has a multitude of experience as an educator from elementary to high school level. Some 
of his recent academic appointments include Wisconsin Dells School District where he taught 
high school band, middle school band, and world music. He most recently taught general music 
for the Fort Atkinson School District where he also worked with the marching band program. 

The majority of Devin’s teaching experience involves the marching arts. He just finished his 3rd 
season as the front ensemble coordinator for the Oregon Marching and Athletic Arts Program 
where the flagship ensemble “Shadow Armada” has won the MACBDA Championship from 
2008-2012 and has earned six consecutive percussion titles. Devin was also the front ensemble 
coordinator for the Shadow Indoor Percussion program from 2009-2012 which was recently 
promoted by WGI to percussion independent open. He served as percussion designer at 
Hempstead High School in Dubuque, Iowa from 2006-2009 where the 2007 percussion section 
earned numerous awards. Devin has also taught with Capital Sound Drum and Bugle Corps, 
Colts Drum and Bugle Corps, and the Warhawk Marching Band of UW-Whitewater. 

Throughout his marching career he performed with Oregon High School Marching Band, Capital 
Sound Drum and Bugle Corps, Colts Drum and Bugle Corps, and Gateway Indoor Percussion. 
Devin performed throughout eastern Iowa, southern Wisconsin, and northern Illinois. Some 
performance experience includes Dubuque Symphony Orchestra, Beloit-Janesville Symphony 
Orchestra, and the Rountree Ensemble. He is also a freelance arranger and composer. Devin is 
endorsed by the best stick and mallet manufacturer in the world Innovative Percussion Inc. 
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! What We Expect!  

Some of the best people I have met were in band. It turns out that even in the school system, band 
students are typically the best of the best. These policies and procedures are what we believe are the 

standard for how a band student should behave. You are expected to be:  

Disciplined. Understand the need for practice and make time for it on a daily basis. 
Punctual. Always be on time for class, rehearsals and performances. 
Persistent. Understand that becoming a good musician is a process. It takes time. Work to improve on a 
daily basis. 
Positive. Attitudes are contagious. Be sure yours is worth catching! Smile and be part of the solution, not 
part of the problem. 
Honest. Admit your limitations and mistakes. Take full responsibility for your actions. Do not lie, cheat, or 
steal. 
Responsible. You are young adults. Please do not wait to be told the obvious. 
Well-Behaved. Follow instructions the first time they are given. Be quiet, attentive, and in control of 
yourself. 
Prepared. Bring all materials to class, rehearsals, and performances. 
Committed. Realize the impact that your actions, attitudes, and performances will have on the group. 
Think of the band first. 
Polite. Talk to one another, teachers, parents, and administrators with kindness, respect, and courtesy. 
Mature. Think before acting.
Proud. Remember who you are and where you are from. Take pride in yourself, your band, and your 
school. 
____________________________________________________________________________ 

Other Policies include the following:  
1. Appropriate behavior is expected at all times! 
Professionalism and responsibility is required from every student! (School policies apply, and dismissal 
from the ensemble can occur if rules are broken.) Inappropriate language will not be tolerated by anyone 
associated with the band. 

2. Take care of your things!  
Each student is responsible for his/her own music and equipment. Any repairs and/or problems with 
music or equipment must be taken care of before rehearsal. 

3. No food, drinks, or gum will be allowed in the band room.PERIOD! 
This is your room-take care of it. Our room should show our professionalism 

4. No public displays of affections/inappropriate behavior. 

5. Students will sit together and support everyone at performances. 
Band members will sit in appropriate sections without moving during rehearsals and concerts. While at 
concerts and contests, always support ALL other bands. 
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! Band Program Overview!  

Attendance Policy 

It is impossible for a student to make up a missed “musical moment.” Please, if at all 
possible, schedule non-emergency doctor or orthodontic appointments and similar 
events outside your child’s band class and performances.  

Absences from required events will only be excused in accordance with established 
Desoto County School District criteria, including illness, family emergency, religious 
observances, or certain school-related conflicts. Conflicts with non-school related 
activities (i.e. club sporting events, transportation issues, orthodontist appointments, 
etc...) are not excusable reasons for missing a scheduled activity. In the event of an 
unavoidable conflict, please let your child’s director know as early as possible so we 
may readjust part assignments as needed. As you will see below in the grading policy 
section, all unexcused absences will result in a lower grade percentage. You work too 
hard on the instrument to miss a required event for anything short of an emergency!  

***Showing up late is considered a tardy. Multiple tardies will result in an unexcused 
absence from the most recent event the individual was tardy to.  

Examples to follow on the next page of this handbook.  
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A few examples of: 
*EXCUSED ABSENCES* 

Personal Illness 
*A phone call AND a note from the parent is required. 
*A doctor's note is required after the third consecutive absence. 
Death In The Family or Sudden Illness 
*Please send a note and call. 
School Sponsored Activities 
*Arrangements must be discussed with the director and the sponsor of the other activity at least 2 weeks 
in advance 

*UNEXCUSED ABSENCES* 
Work 
Personal Matters 
*(i.e. doctor's / dentist's appointments not relating to illness or emergency, social issues, dates, etc...) 
Concerts 
*(ex: attending a rock concert) 
Sporting Events 
Personal or Family Travel  
*(especially for contests and concerts) 
Birthday Parties 

The list of examples above does not include every situation. The director is ultimately responsible for 
determining if an absence is excused or unexcused. If a conflict arises, please inform the band director as 
soon as possible. The sooner the director is aware of a situation, the more likely a problem can be solved. 
Please write down the situation on paper and turn in to the director. Don’t wait until the last minute or your 
request will probably be turned down. 

When in doubt, ask!!!!  

 

TO BE EARLY IS TO BE ON TIME,  

TO BE ON TIME IS TO BE LATE, 

TO BE LATE IS TO BE LEFT BEHIND……. 
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Grading Policy 

In band rehearsals, students will rarely be asked to take a written test. Assessment in 
band takes place during the music-making. In other words, students are asked to 
demonstrate what they have learned by applying musical knowledge to their 
performance rather than indirectly applying musical knowledge through written 
examination. 

Band is considered a curricular course, so all grades will be based on a point system. 
The final grade for each semester, earned through mostly participation, will be an 
average of the following categories:  

Rehearsal Grade:  The rehearsal grade is a culmination preparation, practice, and 
performance based assessments. Students must come to each rehearsal with their 
instrument, Essential Elements band book, sheet music, tuner(if available), and 
pencil.  Students need to come to band class already prepared for the lines we are 
going to rehearse. YOU DON’T COME TO BAND TO PRACTICE YOUR OWN PART, 
YOU COME TO BAND TO LEARN HOW YOUR PART FITS IN WITH EVERYONE 
ELSE!!! You are expected to show up with a positive attitude, cooperative spirit, 
creativeness, and leadership qualities.  

Test Average: Students will be asked to perform various lines from their “Essential 
Elements” band book in front of the class for a grade. Students will also be required to 
play scales, as set out by the HDBDA (Hernando Desoto Band Directors Association) 
one and two octaves(where applicable) and memorized. Rubrics can be found at the 
end of this handbook.  

Concert Grade: Performances are the culmination of the hard work accomplished in 
rehearsals and the skills developed during and home practice. Therefore, attendance 
and participation in performances are an integral part of the band experience. Students 
will be required to stay for the duration of the entire concert, out of respect for all 
performers. The following will result in a lowered grade at a required performance: 

-Showing up late  
-Leaving early 
-Showing up not in the proper attire 
-Showing up without all the appropriate materials needed for the performance 
-Talking during the performance  
-Getting up out of your chair without permission from a director  
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Daily Procedure 
Band classes will begin each day with students arriving on time and prepared for class with their 
pencil, music, method book and instrument. The first thing students should do is look at the 
board for the daily schedule, in case we split up into different sections. Students are to be in 
their seats no later than one minute after the start time.  There will be no playing individually, we 
will warm up and tune together.  

Students are to raise their hands during rehearsal for permission to leave their seat or speak. 
Do not raise your hand to ask a question once the director's hands are raised for playing. If you 
have a bathroom emergency, let me know, discreetly, and go. When class ends, the director will 
dismiss you. Students should return all instruments to their assigned storage areas. Students 
are to keep the band room clean and neat at all times. Trash containers are at the room 
entrances. Please be careful not to track dirt or mud into the room. 

When a school instrument needs repair, the director must be notified immediately so that 
arrangements can be made to an approved repair shop. Anyone assigned a school-owned 
instrument must have a completed and signed Instrument Check Out Form on file with the 
directors. These will be distributed with the instrument.  

Class Participation 
All students are expected to play each day in Band class. Class participation is a large portion of 
each student's daily grade. Below are the "top four" leading excuses we hear each year. Each 
excuse is followed by our policy on the subject. 

Braces. Many students have braces. I realize that these are sometimes painful, especially if the 
orthodontist tightens your them in the morning and you have band in the afternoon. I will work 
with you on this as long as I believe that you are not taking this situation for granted. Follow your 
doctor's instructions. Sometimes. gargling with warm salt water will help ease the pain. 

"I forgot my instrument." This will result in a deduction from your participation grade for each 
occurrence. Without an instrument, you cannot participate in class. The same consequence 
applies for not having any reeds or any other accessory, which renders your instrument 
inoperable.
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"My instrument is in the shop." No instrument should go in for repair until I see it first. I may 
be able to repair it much quicker if it is minor. If your instrument is taken to the shop before I see 
it, you must bring a note from your parents, which includes the following: 

1. What is wrong with the instrument?
2. Which shop is it in?
3. What is the estimated time needed for repair?

"I don't feel good." In general, if you are well enough to be at school then you should be well 
enough to play. I realize that this is not always the case, therefore, situations will be handled on 
an individual basis. 

Behavior Consequences 
Responsibility to the group is essential to the Desoto Central Band Program. An individual's 
behavior and performance have a major impact on the other members of the Band. Students 
are expected to exhibit their best behavior at all times. Occasionally, we have visitors in our 
classes and many people will see our concerts and festival performances. One incident of poor 
behavior can ruin the public's good impression of our band program and our school. 

Consequences for behavioral infractions will be handled on an individual basis and are based 
on a continuum ranging in severity. The consequence(s) will depend on the severity and 
frequency. Steps in the continuum may be skipped based on severity. The Behavioral 
Consequence Continuum is as follows: 

● Verbal Warning
● Conference with Student
● Telephone Call Home
● Parent Conference Administrative
● Administrative Discipline Referral

Horseplay of any kind in the band room or instrument storage room will not be tolerated. These 
rooms are filled with instruments and equipment, which can easily be damaged. Most 
importantly, students can be seriously injured. Any such infraction will result in, at minimum, an 
immediate telephone call to parents. 
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! The Bands!  

The Desoto Central Middle School Band Program offers students a hands-on  learning experience that 
teaches the basic performance skills needed to 
play in school instrumental ensembles and complements the learning that takes place in the general 
music classroom. Participation in the band program develops musicianship, fosters creative thinking, and 
provides students with a means of self-expression. 

The Band Program begins in the 6th grade. During the spring of their 5th 
Grade year, the directors goes out to the elementary schools to demonstrate the beginning band 
instruments. The students are then given a musical aptitude test to determine who is eligible and 
interested in being in beginning band.  During the beginning of their 6th grade school year, students are 
given a form asking them to choose an instrument they would like to play in band.Students are also asked 
to provide two alternate choices. The school band directors then meet with the students to review 
instrument choice. The alternate choices will be used if there is a physical reason why the first choice will 
not work for a 
student. The students are then tested by the band directors on every instrument to determine the best 
possible choice of instrument for the student to play. It is our band’s philosophy that success on a 
student’s selected instrument will occur through clear instruction provided by the teacher and a supportive 
home environment for practicing. It is for these reasons, that switching instruments will only be allowed 
during the first month of the beginning band program and with the prior approval of the band director. 
Later in August, Amro Music Store offers special “Instrument Rental Nights” at the school. This is the best 
scenario for getting an instrument. Parents may already own an instrument, or they may choose to 
contact an instrument vendor directly. 

Throughout the year, students will have the opportunity to participate in bi-weekly masterclasses. These 
masterclasses will be paid for through student band fees and offer one on one instruction with a 
professional player on their own instrument.  

Desoto Central Middle School Ensembles  
We offer three different bands here at DCMS. Each band has it’s own nickname. These names were 
derived by the directors, in hopes of establishing team building skills and a sense of student ownership to 
the band program. We want our students to be proud of where they started band and proud to call 
themselves an alumni of the DCMS band one day.  
The 6th Grade Beginner Band is called “The Purple Band.”  
The 7th Grade Intermediate Band is called “The Gold Band.”  
The 8th Grade Advanced Band is called “The Jag Band.” 

All band musicians perform in their grade level Concert Band. The Concert Bands introduce students to 
standard band literature. Performance in Concert Band focuses on the development of the basic 
techniques needed for performance on wind 
and percussion instruments. Skills learned in Concert Band provide the foundation for all other musical 
ensembles. Concert bands for students in grades 7 and 8 also 
perform in the Mississippi Bandmasters Young Band Festival each spring when/if the ensembles achieve 
the appropriate level of performance.  
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! Curriculum!  

6th Grade Beginner “Purple Band” Goals & Objectives 

Technique Based 
*Students will practice and perform with Appropriate Posture.  
*Demonstrate proper breath support. 
*Demonstrate appropriate embouchure formation. 
*Produce an acceptable tone quality throughout his or her range that is indicative of proper  
embouchure development and breath control techniques. 
*Produce a controlled and centered tone-quality at various dynamic levels (p-f) throughout his or her 
practical range. 
*Demonstrate the ability to blend and balance his or her tone quality within a performing group. 
*Employ the use of the following dynamics in performance: piano, mezzo-forte, mezzo-piano,              
forte,crescendo, and decrescendo. 
*Play in two basic styles: March and Song. 
*Play basic tongued and slurred articulation patterns. 
*The percussion student will demonstrate the following rudiments: multiple bounce stroke roll, five,seven, 
nine, and seventeen stroke rolls, flam, flam-tap, and single, double and triple paradiddle. Percussion 
students will be introduced to mallet instruments and timpani as well. Percussion students will be held 
responsible for the same standards of learning as wind students. 
*Learn and Perform the Concert F, B-flat, E-flat, A-flat Major scales, as well as the Chromatic scale. (1 
octave, 2 octaves for extra credit, chromatic). 

Repertoire Difficulty and Quality of Performance 
*Perform, with expression and technical accuracy, excerpts from Essential Elements and band 
literature with a difficulty level of 1/2 – 1 1/2 on a scale of 1 to 6. 
*Respond musically to the cues of a conductor. 
*Perform with expression appropriate for the work being performed diverse literature. 
*Perform music representing diverse genres and cultures, with expression appropriate for the work being 
performed. 
*Perform music literature from the baroque, classical, romantic, and contemporary periods, as well as, 
contemporary popular forms. 
*Perform an assigned part in 2 or 3 part ensemble playing (duets, trios, etc.) 

Aural Skills 
*Demonstrate the ability to utilize pitch discrimination to tune his or her instrument to a given tone. Use 
the visual and aural aid of a strobe tuner. 
*Demonstrate the ability to utilize the principle of adjusting pitch within his or her practical range while 
performing in an ensemble. 
*Start to sing major scale, chords, and bass line patterns. 
*Play simple melodies by ear. 
*Describe specific music events in a given aural example, using appropriate terminology. 
*Analyze the use of elements of music in aural examples representing diverse genres and cultures 
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Reading and Notation 
*Identify by note name and fingering or position the notes contained in the musical literature being 
studied. 
*Perform in 2/4, 3/4, 4/4, and alla-breve(2/2) signatures. 
*Sight-read, accurately and expressively, music with a level difficulty of ½ - 1, on a scale of 1 to 6 

Critical Response 
*Perceive, describe, and respond to basic elements of music, including beat, tempo, rhythm, meter,pitch, 
melody, texture, form, and dynamics 
*Describe and demonstrate audience skills of listening attentively and responding appropriately in 
classroom rehearsal, and performance settings 
*Evaluate the quality and effectiveness of music performances, compositions, and improvisations, and 
apply these criteria in their personal listening and performing 

Connections 
*Apply knowledge of the arts and cultural resources to the study of other disciplines (ex. History) 

Assessment 
*Attendance 
*Playing Tests 
*Concerts 

Instructional Resources 
*Essential Elements Textbook - Book I 
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7th Grade Intermediate “Gold Band” Goals & Objectives 

Technique Based 
*Students will practice and perform with Appropriate Posture.  
*Demonstrate proper breath support. 
*Demonstrate appropriate embouchure formation. 
*Produce an acceptable tone quality throughout his or her range that is indicative of proper  
embouchure development and breath control techniques. 
*Produce a controlled and centered tone-quality at various dynamic levels (p-f) throughout his or her 
practical range. 
*Demonstrate the ability to blend and balance his or her tone quality within a performing group at the 
second year playing level.  
*Employ the use of the following dynamics in performance: piano, mezzo-forte, mezzo-piano,              
forte,crescendo, decrescendo, accents, sfz, and Fp.  
*Play in two basic styles: March and Song. 
*Play basic tongued and slurred articulation patterns. 
*The percussion student will demonstrate the following rudiments: multiple bounce stroke roll, five,seven, 
nine, and seventeen stroke rolls, flam, flam-tap, single paradiddle, and drag, as well as long open and 
closed rolls, rolls in ¾ time, alla-breve, and other flam rudiments. Percussion students will be introduced 
to mallet instruments and timpani as well. Percussion students will be held responsible for the same 
standards of learning as wind students. 
*Learn and Perform the Concert F, B-flat, E-flat, A-flat, D-flat, C, G, and D Major scales, as well as the 
Chromatic scale 2 octaves. (1 octave, 2 octaves for extra credit). Students will also learn all 3 forms of g 
and d minor scales.  

Repertoire Difficulty and Quality of Performance 
*Perform, with expression and technical accuracy, excerpts from Essential Elements and band 
literature with a difficulty level of 1 – 2 on a scale of 1 to 6. 
*Respond musically to the cues of a conductor. 
*Perform with expression appropriate for the work being performed diverse literature. 
*Perform music representing diverse genres and cultures, with expression appropriate for the work being 
performed. 
*Perform music literature from the baroque, classical, romantic, and contemporary periods, as well as, 
contemporary popular forms. 
*Perform an assigned part in 2 or 3 part ensemble playing (duets, trios, etc.) 

Aural Skills 
*Demonstrate the ability to utilize pitch discrimination to tune his or her instrument to a given tone. Use 
the visual and aural aid of a strobe tuner. 
*Demonstrate the ability to utilize the principle of adjusting pitch within his or her practical range while 
performing in an ensemble. 
*Start to sing major scale, chords, and bass line patterns. 
*Play simple melodies by ear. 
*Describe specific music events in a given aural example, using appropriate terminology. 
*Analyze the use of elements of music in aural examples representing diverse genres and cultures 
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Reading and Notation 
*Identify by note name and fingering or position the notes contained in the musical literature being 
studied. 
*Perform in 2/4, 3/4, 4/4, alla-breve(2/2), 6/8 and ⅜ time signatures. 
*Sight-read, accurately and expressively, music with a level difficulty of 2, on a scale of 1 to 6 

Critical Response 
*Perceive, describe, and respond to basic elements of music, including beat, tempo, rhythm, meter,pitch, 
melody, texture, form, and dynamics 
*Describe and demonstrate audience skills of listening attentively and responding appropriately in 
classroom rehearsal, and performance settings 
*Evaluate the quality and effectiveness of music performances, compositions, and improvisations, and 
apply these criteria in their personal listening and performing 

Connections 
*Apply knowledge of the arts and cultural resources to the study of other disciplines (ex. History) 

Assessment 
*Attendance 
*Playing Tests 
*Concerts 
*Young Band Concert Festival 

Instructional Resources 
*Essential Elements Textbook - Book I and II  
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8th Grade Advanced “Jag Band” Goals & Objectives 
Technique Based 
*Students will practice and perform with Appropriate Posture.  
*Demonstrate proper breath support. 
*Demonstrate appropriate embouchure formation. 
*Produce an acceptable tone quality throughout his or her range that is indicative of proper  
embouchure development and breath control techniques. 
*Produce a controlled and centered tone-quality at various dynamic levels (p-f) throughout his or her 
practical range. 
*Demonstrate the ability to blend and balance his or her tone quality within a performing group at the 
third year playing level.  
*Employ the use of the following dynamics in performance: piano, mezzo-forte, mezzo-piano,              
forte,crescendo, decrescendo, accents, sfz, and Fp.  
*Play in two basic styles: March and Song 
*Play basic tongued and slurred articulation patterns. 
*The percussion student will demonstrate the following rudiments: multiple bounce stroke roll, five,seven, 
nine, and seventeen stroke rolls, flam, flam-tap, single paradiddle, and drag, as well as long open and 
closed rolls, rolls in ¾ time, alla-breve, and other flam rudiments. Percussion students will be introduced 
to mallet instruments and timpani as well. Percussion students will be held responsible for the same 
standards of learning as wind students. 
*Learn and Perform the Concert F, B-flat, E-flat, A-flat, D-flat, C, G, D, A, E, and B  Major scales, as well 
as the Chromatic scale 2 octaves. (1 octave, 2 octaves for extra credit). Students will also learn all 3 
forms of g and d minor scales.  

Marching Technique 
*Learn basic fundamental forward and backward marching techniques. 
*Demonstrate proper marching technique in a block formation. 
*Demonstrate knowledge of basic marching and dance terminology 
* Demonstrate ability to march and play parade tunes in a fundamental parade block 

Repertoire Difficulty and Quality of Performance 
*Perform, with expression and technical accuracy, excerpts from Essential Elements and band 
literature with a difficulty level of 2 – 3 on a scale of 1 to 6. 
*Respond musically to the cues of a conductor. 
*Perform with expression appropriate for the work being performed diverse literature. 
*Perform music representing diverse genres and cultures, with expression appropriate for the work being 
performed. 
*Perform music literature from the baroque, classical, romantic, and contemporary periods, as well as, 
contemporary popular forms. 
*Perform an assigned part in 2 or 3 part ensemble playing (duets, trios, etc.) 

Aural Skills 
*Demonstrate the ability to utilize pitch discrimination to tune his or her instrument to a given tone. Use 
the visual and aural aid of a strobe tuner. 
*Demonstrate the ability to utilize the principle of adjusting pitch within his or her practical range while 
performing in an ensemble. 
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*Start to sing major scale, chords, and bass line patterns. 
*Play simple melodies by ear. 
*Describe specific music events in a given aural example, using appropriate terminology. 
*Analyze the use of elements of music in aural examples representing diverse genres and cultures 

Reading and Notation 
*Identify by note name and fingering or position the notes contained in the musical literature being 
studied. 
*Perform in 2/4, 3/4, 4/4, alla-breve(2/2), 6/8, ⅜, 5/4, 9/8, and 12/8 time signatures. 
*Sight-read, accurately and expressively, music with a level difficulty of 2, on a scale of 1 to 6 

Critical Response 
*Perceive, describe, and respond to basic elements of music, including beat, tempo, rhythm, meter,pitch, 
melody, texture, form, and dynamics 
*Describe and demonstrate audience skills of listening attentively and responding appropriately in 
classroom rehearsal, and performance settings 
*Evaluate the quality and effectiveness of music performances, compositions, and improvisations, and 
apply these criteria in their personal listening and performing 

Connections 
*Apply knowledge of the arts and cultural resources to the study of other disciplines (ex. History) 

Assessment 
*Attendance 
*Playing Tests 
*Concerts 
*Young Band Concert Festival  
*Christmas Parade 

Instructional Resources 
*Essential Elements Textbook - Book II and III 
*Youtube - Drum Corps International Rehearsal videos  
*HDBDA Honor Band Music

*On most Fridays, we will be actively working on marching fundamentals with the 8th grade. It is highly 
recommended that on these days, students come prepared with a change of clothes. All attire must be 
school appropriate! Students are expected to show up to class wearing the appropriate gear, and be on 
time. Students will not be allowed to change once class has started!  
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! Expenses!  

Band Fees 
It is very costly to run a successful competitive band program. Our booster 
organization does a fantastic job of helping out with fundraising to provide services that the 
band requires on a regular basis, such as paying for repairs, buying new music, transportation, 
and recording concerts. Sometimes, however, it is impossible to raise all of the money needed, 
so each student asked to reimburse the boosters a portion of the cost for the individual student 
incurred throughout the year. 

Expense breakdown for the 2016-2017 school year. 
Semester 1 
Total: $30.00 for all students  

Breakdown:  
$10.00-Essential Elements Band Book 
$10.00-Masterclass Fee 
$6.00-Band T-Shirt 
$4.00-other misc. expenses(meals, transportation, etc.)  

Semester 2 
Total $10.00 for all students/$15.00 + for solo/ensemble participants 

Breakdown: 
$10.00-Masterclass Fee 
$5.00-Solo and Ensemble fee  

****6th graders are required to participate in solo and ensemble. 

*******Students who are playing on a school owned instrument(Percussion, Tuba, euphonium, 
trombone, horn, oboe) will owe an additional $100.00 fee. This fee is to pay for general repair 
and maintenance of the school instruments throughout the year.  

This fee can be paid in 2 installments of $50.00/Semester.  
Installment 1: Due October 3, 2016 
Installment 2: Due February 1, 2016 
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*Money should never be a determining factor in anyone participating. We want to make sure 
that everyone who wants to participate can do so.!! 

Making Payments 
*Payments must be placed in the gray “Hart” box in the band room.  
*We accept Cash or Check. Checks should be made out to “Desoto Central Middle School 
Band.”  
*Payments must be sealed in an envelope with the following information on the front: 
Last Name, First Name 
Payment For:  
Amount Included:  
Type of Payment: (Check or Cash)  

Additional fees may apply for those auditioning for honor bands or attending state festivals. If 
you have questions about your band account, expenses, or finances, you can talk with the band 
director and/or the Middle School Band Liaison/Treasurer (kerrydcband@gmail.com)  

Fundraising Share 

Throughout the school year, we participate in three major fundraisers. One in the early fall, one 
around Christmas time, and one in the spring. All money raised is used for the benefit of the 
students in the Desoto Central Band program. These funds are used for visiting guest clinicians, 
festival fees 
and event travel. This also helps to pay for student incentives, concert/clinic and social event 
supplies and other things not covered by our PISD budget. 

We respectfully ask that all band students actively participate in our fundraising efforts to raise 
the needed funds. We are hoping that this will generate enough funds to meet our educational 
and social goals for the year. Donations are also gladly accepted in lieu of participating in 
fundraising for those who prefer, plus we are able to keep 100% of your donation for band use. 
More detailed information about the fundraising procedures will be sent home at the start of our 
fundraising drive in early fall. 
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! Instruments!  

Changing Instruments 
On special occasions, some students will be allowed to change instruments. Reasons for this include: 
*To balance the band more properly 
*Unforeseeable circumstances, such as allergic reactions to certain metals,  
*Financial reasons 
*To provide the student with a better opportunity for success 

-Learning a musical instrument in no easy feat. It takes time, patience, support, and more 
patience. There are times where students just can’t hack it on a specific instrument and will be 
switched at the director’s discretion.  

Typically, woodwind players will switch to woodwinds and brass players will switch to brass. Students 
should never approach a director to switch an instrument just because they don’t like it or “it’s too hard.” 
We go through a long process of selecting instruments for students. We ALWAYS take the student’s 
interest into account when selecting the instrument for them. However, we can’t have a balanced band full 
of 60 trumpets and 50 percussionists. The following conditions are taken into account in selecting a 
student’s instrument: 
*Demonstration and knowledge of rhythm  
* Aural skills/piano training  
* Students’ interest in a specific instrument 
* Physical characteristics of the face 
* Ability to follow directions  

No student will be allowed to make any switch of instruments for any reason without the consent of the 
band director.  

School Owned Instruments 
Our school has a limited inventory of instruments, which include oboes, bass clarinets, tenor and baritone 
saxophones, horns, euphoniums and tubas. These instruments are assigned at the discretion of the 
director. It is the student’s responsibility to show the utmost of care for the instrument he/she is loaned by 
the school. All band instruments have finely tuned mechanisms, which required careful handling. All 
woodwind students will be asked to purchase reeds for their school-owned instrument. 

When a school instrument needs repair, the director must take it to an approved shop.  Students who play 
on school owned instruments will pay a one time $100.00 fee/school year for the upkeep of the 
instrument and any maintenance costs that may arise. Anyone assigned a school owned instrument must 
have a completed and signed Instrument Loan Agreement on file with the directors. 
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Taking Instruments Home 
Students are required to take their instruments home each evening for practice. We understand 
that conflicts arise, preventing students from practicing. However, for your own property 
protection, please encourage your student the value of bringing the instrument home every 
night. The school's insurance does not cover the loss or damage to student property. Students 
who leave their instruments in the school overnight, weekends, and over holidays do so at their 
own risk. I strongly recommend that you add your child's instrument to your homeowner's or 
renter's insurance policy. 

Bus Philosophy 
Some buses are crowded due to the growing student population here at DCMS. Bus drivers 
may request that students leave larger instruments at school. If this occurs, be polite, follow 
their instructions, and see me the next day. These situations will be handled on an individual 
basis with the administration. It would be best, however, for students with larger instruments to 
have arranged a means of transportation in order to get the instrument home every night. 

Purchasing New Instruments 
As a student's interest and commitment to music and band grows, parents often seek to 
purchase a higher quality instrument. There are three basic types of instruments available. 

# Beginner: Used by students in beginning band. These instruments are designed with 
the young student in mind and will take a moderate amount of abuse. Generally, sound 
quality gives way to durability.

# Step-up: Nicer than a beginner instrument, this type is built with the older student in 
mind. Step-up horns will have nicer features and will not endure as much abuse as a 
beginner model.

# Professional: Used by serious middle and high school music students, college music 
majors and professional musicians. These instruments are of the highest quality and will 
not take any abuse. They produce the truest symphonic sounds and cost substantially 
more than beginner models. 

Parents who wish to purchase an instrument, regardless of the type(beginner, step-up, or 
professional) should contact me. I will be happy to suggest a brand and model that will suit your 
child's needs. 
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Mouthpieces  
All woodwind students are encouraged to purchase a step-up mouthpiece. These mouthpieces 
are designed to withstand the air supply provided by a growing student. They also cause a 
noticeable improvement in the quality of sound produced by the player and are an appealing 
option when compared to the purchase of a new instrument. A beginning instrument with a step-
up mouthpiece will give young players the opportunity to produce a more mature tone. The 
brass mouthpieces listed are step-up sized mouthpieces. We recommend student’s starting on 
these mouthpieces.  

Step-Up Mouthpiece Examples 
# Clarinet (Bb and Bass): Vandoren B-45 with a Rovner ligature. Specify Bb or Bass 

Clarinet.
# Saxophones (Alto, Tenor, Baritone): Selmer C Star S-8O with a Rovner ligature. Specify 

alto, tenor, or baritone saxophone.
# Trumpet: Bach 7C or 5C
# Horn: Bach 11 
# Trombone and Euphonium: Bach 6.5 AL or Bach 5G 
# Tuba: Bach 18

-If you are studying with a private teacher, follow his/her instructions regarding reeds 
and mouthpieces. 

Percussion Equipment 
Percussion students are expected to purchase necessary mallets, sticks, and a mallet bag. A list 
of necessary sticks/mallets is given below. Percussion students will only be allowed to play the 
instruments with the correct mallets. With proper care and storage these mallets will last through 
high school. Percussion students should not depend on other students to provide them with 
these materials. As you can imagine, these items are small and easily lost or stolen. You are 
responsible for caring for them. 

# Mallet Bag: Used to carry, protect and store mallets.
# Vic Firth SD-1 Snare Drum Sticks: Used for snare drum and cymbals.
# Medium-Hard Rubber Mallets: Used for xylophone
# Medium-Hard Yarn Mallets: Used for xylophone, vibraphone, and suspended cymbal
# Lexan Clear Plastic Mallets: Used for orchestra bells and xylophone
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! Student Guide!  

Welcome to the Desoto Central Middle School Band Program! As your band directors, 
we look forward to a musically challenging and rewarding year. The following guide has 
been written to inspire your playing, and provide you with the basic information needed 

for success in the band program.  

“Don’t only practice your art, but force your way into it’s secrets. For it and knowledge 
can raise men to the Divine.” 

-Ludwig Van Beethoven  

Musicianship 
Your musicianship can develop only through practice. No doubt you have heard the saying 
“Practice Makes Perfect.” Although this saying holds a very important truth, it also contains a 
major loophole! Practice will only make perfect if the practice itself is perfect. In other words, 
how you practice is just as important as what you practice. Reread the quote above and really 
think about it. We don’t just want you to practice because you have to. You need to think deeply 
about how music affects you. Discover that connection to your art and use it to fuel your practice 
sessions. With proper training and a deep connection to music, you can change how people feel 
about your performance. The audience won’t just listen anymore, they will have a deep 
connection with your abilities.  To help you make the most of your practice sessions, we have 
included a guide to musicianship. 

How to Practice 
1. Practice daily for progress and results. Set up a consistent practice space which is free 

of distractions. Use a music stand, metronome, tuner, and a recorder to listen to how you 
sound. Schedule a regular practice time if possible.

2. Assemble the instrument carefully and keep it oiled/greased/cleaned. 

3. Warm-Up (both the instrument and yourself!) Play in the middle register of your 
instrument, mezzo-forte, and gradually extend the register and dynamic levels as your 
lips, embouchure, and body begin to respond with agility and flexibility. The first note of 
the day is the most important note of the day! 

4. Strengthen your embouchure by playing l-o-n-g t-o-n-e-s. Concentrate on producing a 
pleasing sound. Think about your breathing. Produce a steady and controlled air stream. 
You should love your sound. It is yours and no one else's. No two musicians have the 
same tone. Always make sure that your tone is clear and beautiful.
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5. Limber the fingers by playing scales and exercises.Practice slowly at first, increasing the 
speed only after the patterns can be played evenly. Work from your method book each 
day.

  
6. Practice the assigned lesson or music parts. When unable to play a particular phrase or 

group of notes, STOP. Make an Exercise out of the difficult part. Practice it slowly at first, 
and then gradually build up to the proper speed. Try to stay a few lines ahead of the 
class each night. Work towards accuracy and playing everything on the page. Quality 
over Quantity.

7. Practice for results-not just a length of time! Focused time spent on your instrument is 
very similar to focused attention on physical exercise. You can save yourself a million 
mindless repetitions if you work intelligently.Pay careful attention to details such as: 
correct notes and fingerings, rhythms, key signatures and accidentals, signs and 
symbols, dynamics and articulations.

8. Sight-read something new.

9. End by playing something just for fun.

10. Clean and disassemble your instrument. After a practice session is over, dry the inside of 
woodwinds and drain the moisture from brass instruments. Then wipe off the inside and 
outside of the instrument. Carefully return the instrument to its case. To avoid damage: 
do not keep stands, mutes, music, or other objects in the case unless a place is provided 
for them.

GENERAL COMMENT 
Remember, if you are not sure you are practicing effectively or need help fixing a particular 
problem, we will be more than happy to help you. Every effort you put forth to improve your 
musicianship should make you personally proud! 
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Sight-Reading 
The ability to read music for the first time with good musicianship is an important 
skill for every band member to develop. Sight-reading is something you should be doing every 
day. Part of the joy of music making comes from reading music with others. In order to do this, 
you must feel comfortable with your own part. Sight-reading is also a normal part of the audition 
process. As a band member, you will be asked to sight-read during auditions for school and 
district ensembles. To help you develop your sight-reading: we have included a checklist of the 
categories that should be reviewed silently before you begin to play. 

SIGHT –READING CHECKLIST 
1. Time Signature: Understand the top and bottom numbers.
2. Key Signature: What is the key of the piece of music?
3. Tempo: Look for a tempo marking at the beginning of the music.
4. Rhythm-Look for any unusual rhythms.
5. Accidentals: Scan the piece of music for flats and sharps that are not in the key 

signature.
6. Articulations: Scan the music to identify tongued and slurred patterns.
7. Expression: Scan the music for dynamic markings.
8. Miscellaneous: Check for repeat signs/endings, measure repeats, Da Capo/Del Segno 

markings, fermatas, pick- up notes.

After you have completed the sight-reading checklist, count one full measure of preparation in 
your head to determine tempo and begin the selection. DO NOT STOP-until you have reached 
the end. After you have finished sight-reading the music, analyze your mistakes to determine 
which category of the checklist you need to review. Record your sight-reading for extra clarity in 
evaluating. 

GENERAL COMMENT 
Sight-reading is a skill that develops through practice. Whenever possible, include sight reading 
in your daily practice session. Good sight-readers aurally recognize patterns of pitch and 
rhythm. Recognition of these patterns develops in conjunction with your technical facility. The 
more familiar you are with scales, intervals, articulations, etc., the better you will be at reading 
and hearing them in a piece of music. 
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Rehearsals 
The goal of all rehearsals is to develop musicianship and attain artistry as an ensemble. 
Ensemble musicianship cannot be developed until each individual band member is comfortable 
with his/her part. Band members should come to rehearsals with their part prepared, so that the 
balance, blend, intonation, and tone of the ensemble can be the focus of the rehearsal. Below, 
you will find basic rehearsal expectations for all school ensembles. 

REHEARSAL EXPECTATIONS 
1. Remember to be on time to all rehearsals. 
2. The success of the ensemble rests upon your self-discipline. Please do not talk when 

the director is on the podium.
3. Remember to be respectful and courteous. Please do not talk when the director or 

another musician is talking.
4. Arrange music in the rehearsal order indicated on the whiteboard. Always have a pencil 

on your music stand.
5. Please keep all band rooms neat and clean.

Performances 
There is nothing quite like the experience of an inspired performance. For most 
professional musicians, it was just such an experience at a young age, which caused them to 
pursue a lifetime of music making in the first place. As your band directors, it is our goal to guide 
you in the creation of your own inspired performances. It is 
our hope, that our concerts will make memories that you will remember for the rest of your life, 
whether you go on to become a professional musician, doctor, teacher, athlete, etc.  

In order for us to make the most of our performances, it is crucial for each member of the band 
to attend the concert. Each individual person’s part contributes equally to the whole. 
Occasionally, you may experience a situation in which another activity conflicts with a band 
performance. If this situation occurs, it is important that you notify the director of the ensemble 
as soon as possible. The earlier the notification the more likely a solution may be found. Middle 
school students need to remember that concert participation is part of their final grade. 

A missed rehearsal for any reason must be rescheduled for an alternate time, with the director’s 
approval, in order to receive credit. Students will receive a courtesy 0 in PowerSchool which will 
be changed accordingly when the rehearsal is completed. 

Thank you in advance for understanding the importance of the above guidelines! 
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Concert Attire and Etiquette 

Attire 
Students in the Desoto Central Middle School Band are to be appropriately dressed for all 
performances. The following requirements for performance attire are absolute and final;there 
will be no alterations. Please note that the attire category for each performance is indicated on 
the calendar of events provided with this handbook. 

Spirit/Pep Uniform 
All 6th grade concerts, plus all 8th grade football games and pep rallies: 

# Desoto Central Band T-Shirt(must be the current year’s t-shirt)
# Jeans and a belt(shirt must be tucked in!!)
# Athletic or closed-toe “street” shoes (no sandals or flip flops) 

FORMAL CONCERT ATTIRE for 7th and 8th Grade Performing Band Students (ONLY) 
Girls: 

! Black DRESS pants (NO JEANS)
# Black sleeved shirt. Shirt must cover everything appropriately
# Black, hard-soled dress shoes with closed toe and a maximum of 1.5 inch heel
# Black hose/leggings(with skirts or black knee highs with dress pants)
# NO DRESSED OR SKIRTS-To avoid all potential issues, we have decided pants will be 

the only option
# All under shirts must be BLACK 

Boys: 
! Black dress slacks (NO JEANS)
! Solid Black long sleeved dress shirt OR 

solid black short sleeved polo shirt. NO 
“UNDER ARMOR” TYPE SHIRTS

! Black dress socks
# Black, hard-soled dress shoes
# Black belt with shirt tucked in
# All under shirts must be BLACK 

It is important to remember that concert attire 
should feel comfortable, as well as, look 
professional. It is impossible to concentrate 100% 
on your performance if your clothing prevents you from sitting or standing in the way needed to 
play your instrument. An audience attends a concert to hear the music, not to see the latest 
fashions.
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Performances requiring formal attire will not be 
scheduled until December. Many 7/8 graders 
grow a lot throughout the year. We strongly 
encourage parents to either: wait to purchase 
appropriate clothing for these performances until 
close to the first concert, OR to purchase one 
size larger in order to accommodate growth. We 
also encourage parents to consider the least 
expensive options available that still meet the 
above requirements. 
PLEASE NOTE-BETWEEN DECEMBER AND 
MAY, YOUR CHILD WILL PERFORM AT LEAST 
FOUR TIMES IN THEIR FORMAL ATTIRE!



! Parent Guide!  

How Can Parents help??? 
AT HOME 

1. Help your child to learn the sectional and band rehearsal schedule. Post it in a 
convenient place.

2. Encourage your child to play for you and for others when the opportunity arises, in the 
home, at school, and in the community.

3. Your interest and praise is what matters most.
4. Arrange a regular time for practice.
5. Find a quiet place for practice. Students need a music stand and metronome.
6. Become familiar with your child’s music and lesson book. Take time to listen to your 

child’s practicing.
7. Help your child keep a daily practice record.
8. Provide a safe place to store musical instruments.
9. Help your help to be very careful with school-owned instruments. The costs of repairs 

are very high.
10. Help keep the instrument in good repair with reeds, valve oil, etc. in the case. 
11. Teach your child to be punctual by helping him or her to be on time to performances and 

rehearsals.
12. Give strong consideration to providing private lessons for your child

AT SCHOOL 
1. Post rehearsals and concerts on the family calendar.
2. Notify the teacher if your child is to be absent or tardy to a rehearsal that takes place 

outside of the school day.
3. Visit rehearsals and lessons occasionally.
4. Enthusiastically attend all band functions to show your support.
5. Discuss with your music teacher anything that will help us to understand your child.
6. Attend parent/teacher conferences when possible.
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! DCMS 2016-2017 Band Calendar!  

All dates are subject to change. Please check with Charms, Remind 101, and directors’ teacher pages for 
the most current information.  

*****PERFORMANCES LISTED IN BOLD ARE REQUIRED***** 

Fall 2016 

Date Day Time Event Grade Location Attire
Aug. 2 Tuesday 6:30 p.m. 6th Grade Instrument Petting Zoo 6 DCMS School 
Aug. 3 Wednesday 8:00 a.m. First day of classes(no instruments) All DCMS School  
Aug. 8 Monday All Day Instrument Testing 6 DCMS School 
Aug. 15 Monday 5:00/6:30 p.m. Instrument Rental Night 6 DCMS School 
Aug. 16 Tuesday 5:00-6:30 p.m. Open House 7,8 DCMS School
Aug. 26 Friday All Day Band Fees Due All DCMS N/A
Sep. 2 Friday All Day Must Have Instrument 6 DCMS N/A 
Sep. 5 Monday All Day Labor Day Holiday All TBD N/A
Sep. 22 Thursday 5:30 p.m. Football Game Vs. HLMS 8 DCMS Spirit 
TBA TBA All Day Fundraiser Kickoff All DCMS School 
TBA TBA All Day Fundraiser Due All DCMS School
Oct. 10 Monday All Day Columbus Day Holiday All TBD N/A
Oct. 13 Thursday 5:30 p.m. Football Game Vs. OBMS 8 DCMS Spirit 
Oct. 17 Monday TBA Band Night All DCHS Spirit
Oct. 18 Tuesday 4:00 p.m. MS Jazz Band Auditions 7,8 DCMS School 
TBA TBA During School Pep Rally 8 DCMS Spirit 
TBA TBA During School Pep Rally 8 DCMS Spirit 
Nov. 8 Tuesday All Day Student Holiday All TBD N/A 
Nov. 14 Monday 4:00 p.m. Step Up Meeting All DCMS School
TBA TBA All Day Christmas Fundraiser Kickoff All DCMS School 
TBA TBA All Day Christmas Fundraiser Due All DCMS School  
Nov. 21-25 All Day Thanksgiving Holiday All TBD N/A
Dec. 3 Saturday 5:00 p.m. Christmas Parade 8 Downtown Special
Dec. 12 Monday TBA HDBDA Honor Band Auditions 7,8 HLHS Dressy 
Dec. 13 Tuesday 6:30 p.m. Christmas Concert All DCMS Formal 
Dec. 19-Jan. 2 All Day Christmas Holiday All TBD N/A 
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Spring 2017 

Date Day Time Event Grade Location Attire 
Jan. 3 Tuesday 8:00 a.m. Teachers and Students return All DCMS School 
Jan. 16 Monday All Day MLK/Lee Holiday All TBD N/A 
TBA TBA During School 5th Grade Recruitment All DCES/PHES Spirit
Feb. 14 Tuesday 6:30 p.m. Jazz Valentine's Dinner/Fundraiser All DCMS Dressy 
Feb. 17 Friday All Day Student Holiday All TBD N/A 
Feb. 20 Monday All Day Washington's Birthday Holiday All TBD N/A 
TBA TBA All Day HDBDA Honor Band Clinic 7,8 TBD Dressy  
TBA TBA All Day Fundraiser Kickoff All DCMS School 
TBA TBA All Day Fundraiser Due All DCMS School 
Feb. 14 Tuesday 6:30 p.m. Jazz Valentine's Dinner/Fundraiser All DCMS Dressy
Mar. 6 Monday 4:00 p.m. Step Up Meeting All DCMS School 
Mar. 13-17 All Day Spring Break Holiday All TBD N/A 
TBA TBA TBA After School Rehearsal #1 7,8 DCMS School 
TBA TBA TBA After School Rehearsal #2 7,8 DCMS School 
TBA TBA TBA State Young Band Festival 7,8 TBD Formal 
Apr. 14 Friday All Day Good Friday Holiday All TBD N/A 
Apr. 17 Monday All Day Easter Holiday All TBD N/A 
TBA TBA TBA Band Trip Rehearsal #1 8 DCHS Sporty 
TBA TBA TBA Band Trip Rehearsal #2 8 DCHS Sporty 
TBA TBA TBA Band Trip Rehearsal #3 8 DCHS Sporty 
TBA TBA TBA Band Trip Rehearsal #4 8 DCHS Sporty  
TBA TBA TBA Band Trip Rehearsal #5 8 DCHS Sporty 
TBA TBA TBA Band Trip Rehearsal #6 8 DCHS Sporty 
TBA TBA TBA Solo & Ensemble All(6-req.) TBD Dressy  
May 11 Tuesday 6:30 p.m. Spring Concert All DCMS Formal
May 15 Monday 6:30 p.m. 5th Grade Instrument Petting Zoo 5, All DCMS Dressy  
May 16 Tuesday 6:30 p.m. 5th Grade Instrument Petting Zoo 5, All DCMS Dressy 
May 22 Monday 8:00 a.m. Last Day for Students All DCMS N/A 
May 25 Thursday N/A Last Day for Teachers N/A N/A N/A 
May 29 Monday All Day Memorial Day Holiday N/A N/A N/A 
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! Acknowledgement Form !  

Student’s Name: ____________________________  Instrument:_____________ 
(Printed) 

Class Period: _____ 

Please initial next to each of the items below to indicate your understanding of 
expectations. 

I have read and understand the Desoto Central Middle School Band Handbook and am 
aware of my responsibilities as a member of the DCMS Band. 

 
__________________________ ______________________________ 
Student Signature Parent Signature 

 

Parent Volunteers 
 

____Yes, I would be willing to occasionally volunteer my time and services to the DCMS 
Band Program. 

Volunteers will be contacted on an as needed basis as opportunities arise. 

Student 
Initials

Parent 
Initials

Expectation of Policy 

1. I understand that I am expected to attend all scheduled rehearsals on time and 
prepared, and that failure to do so may result in consequences as outlined in the 
Band Handbook. 

2. I have received a Desoto Central Band calendar of events and have noted these 
dates on my family calendar at home. I understand it is my responsibility to inform 
my director of any conflicts that may prevent me from attending a required event well 
in advance of the date.  

3. I understand that consistent, quality practice is necessary to develop my musical 
skills, and to honor my commitment to my peers within the band. I understand that it 
is my responsibility to take my instrument home daily for practice.  

4. I understand the procedures for calculating my grades in band.

5. I understand the requirements for proper concert attire. 

6. I have logged onto charmsoffice.com and updated my contact information. 
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! Charms Form!  

 
Please fill out the information below & return to the band directors. Remember to also send in 
any band fees owed. Make checks payable to DCMS Band. Thank you! 

Students Name: __________________________________ 

Grade: ____________ 

Cell Phone #: _________________________    Cell Carrier: ___________ 

Email Address: ___________________________________________ 

Home Address: ___________________________________________ 

State: ______ Zip: _________ 

Parent Name(s): __________________________________________  
 

       __________________________________________ 

Cell Phone #: ___________________________      Cell Carrier: _________ 

 
____________________________     Cell Carrier: _________ 

Email Address: ____________________________________________ 
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! DESOTO CENTRAL BAND !  

ALTERNATIVE TRAVEL FORM 

Alternative travel will not begin until the band is dismissed from the entire performance. 

(Must be turned in NO LATER THAN 4 School days prior to performance) 

My child, _____________________________________________ needs to return from 

________________________________________ with __________________________ 
(name of band event) (adult driver) 

on ______________________________________. 
(date of band event) 

The reason for this alternative method of travel is 

____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
_______________________. 

I hereby release and hold harmless the DeSoto County School District, its Trustees, 
employees, and agents from any and all liability in connection with this alternate method of 
travel from this band event. 

________________________________________________   _____________________ 
(Parent or Guardian Signature) (Date) 

________________________________________________   _____________________ 
(Band Director Signature)                 (time dismissed) 
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! Music Performance Standards!  

100% scale, points vary 
Assignment: ________________ 

100 This performance challenges the lister’s concept of the ideal. Professional in all aspects, the performer 
and the presentation may be compared to the finest musicians on the instrument.

99 

98

There are no distractions and the technical execution of the piece is perceived as flawless. Articulation 
and tone quality are clear and never a distraction. This performance distinguishes the musician as among 
the best at the middle school level, worthy of selection to any Honor Band.  

97 

95

The performer executes all of the technical demands of the piece fluently. Minor inconsistencies in 
articulation, phrase direction, and tone quality in extreme ranges and at extreme dynamic levels may be 
present but are rare. Moments of true artistic expression are frequent as all elements of well-prepared 
performance are in place. The performance would be worthy of a distinguished solo rating at solo and 
ensemble festival and are of a quality on par with honor band member expectations. 

94 

90

Notes, rhythms, articulations, dynamics, and phrasing are correct and performed confidently. 
Slight errors( if they occur) are handled without stopping. Tempos are appropriate for the etude/exercise 
and for the skill and musicianship of the performer. Breathing is natural and rarely causes distraction. The 
performance would be worthy of a distinguished solo rating at solo and ensemble festival and are of a 
quality on par with honor band member expectations. 

89 

85

Comprehension is demonstrated, as note and rhythmic errors are almost nonexistent. Stops (if any) 
are minor and recovered-from quickly. Rhythms are performed correctly but may be uneven or have a 
tendency to change tempo. Dynamic contrast is present and convincing. Correct articulation is present 
although it may be inconsistent. Tone quality is characteristic throughout most of the excerpt but may 
suffer in more technical passages. Phrasing has been addressed and carefully worked out, but may not be 
fully refined. the performer occasionally displays expressive qualities which elevate the piece beyond 
mere notes.

84 

80

The performer executes all of the technical demands of the piece fluently. Minor inconsistencies in 
articulations, phrase direction, and tone quality in extreme ranges and at extreme dynamic levels may be 
present but are rare. Moments of true artistic expression are frequent as all elements of a well-prepared 
performance are in place. The performance would be worthy of a Proficient Solo rating at Solo and 
Ensemble Festival. 

79 

20

There is a superficial level of preparation and the presence of some fundamental technical skill. Wrong 
notes and rhythms are a constant distraction, and little or no attention to articulation and dynamics is 
evident. Characteristic sound may or may not be present. 

19 

0

An attempt was made to play the etude. Tone quality may be poor and many of the notes are wrong due to 
a severe lack of preparation or poor fundamental skill. The student may not have finished the piece.  
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