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A Living Biography and  

a Biography Bottle Buddy 
 
 

Your child, _______________________, has chosen to research _____________________________ as part 
of our SPOTLIGHT unit study on Mississippi. (We are celebrating Mississippi’s bicentennial this year!) 
The project due date is his/her SPOTLIGHT day the week of: __________________________________. 
 

Part 1: The Research 
 Students will need to research their famous person. They will need a minimum of 2 different sources for 

their information. (i.e. books, articles, videos, websites, another person/expert, etc.)  
The research will need to include: 

Date of birth and death (if applicable) 
Their childhood, education, and important events in their life 

Why they are famous? How did they help or influence society? 
Why did your child pick this person? 

Does your child consider this person a role model? Explain. 

**List of Resources Used is due at time of Presentation  
(Works Cited in MLA format) 

 

Part 2: The Living Biography 
Students will need to dress in character and present the information as if they were this famous person.  
We have talked about cheap and free sources for finding costumes. (Good Will, thrift stores, borrowed 
items, etc.) Please call or email us if you need help with the costume. However, we will not be able to 

help at the last minute; please plan accordingly. This presentation needs to be organized, thorough, and 
well-practiced. The information needs to be the student’s words, not directly from a resource. The 

exception is if they choose to share a famous quote or quotes, just let the audience know it is a quote.  We 
will invite the students from their pods to our presentations, as well as teachers and administrators. 

Parents are welcome too! Students will also present their “bottle buddy” at this time.  
 

Part 3: Bottle Buddies 
Bottle buddies are 1 or 2 liter bottles, emptied and cleaned. (Sand or pea gravel in the bottom will help 
them stand.) They are then decorated to look like your assigned famous person. Many pictures can be 

found on the internet with a search of “biography bottle 
buddies”.  

A large Styrofoam ball can be used for the head, and any 
other decorative supplies your child chooses may be used. 

Here are some suggested items you may want to use to 
help you:  

1 or 2 liter bottles, glue, felt, paint, yarn for hair, fabric 
pieces, cotton balls, construction paper, googly eyes, etc.    

                                    JUST BE CREATIVE! 
 
 

Questions? Email us at: wendy.hunt@dcsms.org or kimberley.mcdaniel@dcsms.org 

mailto:wendy.hunt@dcsms.org
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A Living Biography and  

a Biography Bottle Buddy 

Rubric  

 

 4 3 2 1 

Research All 3 plus includes 
other accurate and 

relevant information. 
More than 2 sources 

are cited, and 
sources are cited 

correctly using MLA 
format. 

Research is thorough, accurate, 
and answers all required 

questions.  2 research sources 
are included with an attempt at 
MLA style works cited format. 

Research is mostly 
accurate with limited 
mistakes. At least 1 

source is used and an 
attempt at MLA 

works cited format is 
tried.  

Research is 
incomplete, no 

sources are 
given or 

research is not 
apparent at all.  

Presentation All 3 plus presents in 
a creative manner to 
portray themselves 

as being that famous 
person, not just a 5th 

grade student 
pretending.  

Presentation is well rehearsed, 
and it is organized in a 

chronological format. Costume 
is appropriate and obvious 

effort has been made to look 
the part.  Student is able to 

answer most questions about 
their person. 

Presentation is not 
well rehearsed, nor is 

it organized in a 
chronological 

manner.  Student has 
limited or no 

costume. Student is 
able to answer a 

limited number of 
questions about their 

person. 

Presentation is 
unorganized, 
limited or no 

costume. 
Unprepared or 
not presented 

at all. 

Bottle 
Buddy 

All 3 plus an obvious 
attention to details. 

Bottle buddy is created with 
neatness, creativity, and 

accuracy. Bottom of bottle has 
sand or weights to keep from 

tipping. 

Bottle buddy is 
created, but with 

limited effort. 
(Neatness, creativity, 

accuracy) 
Bottom does not 

have sand or 
weights.  

Bottle buddy is 
incomplete, 

sloppy, 
inaccurate, or 

not done at all. 

     

 


