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Geography of the Fertile Crescent 

As Egypt was growing along the Nile River, 

another civilization was emerging during the 

same time period in a vast region to the 

northeast.   

The region, in western Asia, was called the 

Fertile Crescent because it resembles a 

crescent moon.  It covers what is now 

known as Iraq, Syria, Lebanon, and Israel.   

The Fertile Crescent begins at the 

Mediterranean Sea and ends at the Persian 

Gulf 

 



Geography of the Fertile Crescent 

Parts of the Fertile Crescent were rocky, 

mountainous (the Taurus Mountains), and 

desert.   

 

Both the Tigris and Euphrates rivers begin 

in these mountains.  

 These rivers were very important to the 

Sumerian farmers because they were able to 

grow a steady supply of food which permitted 

them to stay put.  

 



Geography of the Fertile 

Crescent: Tigris and Euphrates  

 The rivers rush south and east through 

canyons and valleys to a plateau (northern 

Iraq) and continue on to lower land 

(southern Iraq), where it is lush and green 

because of silt; finally emptying into the 

Persian Gulf. 

Silt – is a rich, fertile, fine, sediment-filled 

soil found on the rivers’ bottoms that spilled 

onto the banks after floods 

 



Fertile Crescent Geography 



Geography of Fertile Crescent 

Plateau – an area of raised/elevated flat land 

 

 

 

 

Drought – long periods of dry weather 



Geography of Fertile Crescent 

Look on page 106 (blue book). In southern 

Mesopotamia, during the spring harvest 

time is when the rivers flooded.   

 The rivers didn’t flood when the land was dry 

and hard, but when the crops were to be 

harvested.   

In northern Mesopotamia, the rain was 

plentiful; however there wasn’t enough 

good soil to grow many plants. 



Fertile Crescent Questions 

How did the farmers cope with these 

problems?  How did they handle the 

flooding? 

   

 

 

 

What types of crops did the farmers grow?  

                 They built irrigation systems  that 

used canals to channel the flow of the 

water with the use of gates. The use of 

these systems also allowed them to farm 

more land. 

Wheat, barley, beans, onions, lettuce, 

cucumbers, spice plants; and date palm, 

apple and pomegranate trees 



More Questions 
Explain the importance of sheep and cattle in 

Mesopotamia. 

  

 

 

Why is Mesopotamia called “The Land Between 

Two Rivers”?  What two rivers?   

 

 

What did the Tigris and Euphrates provide for 

Mesopotamia?  

                       Sheep were important for 

milk and wool; cattle were not only work 

animals but also provided milk, leather, 

and meat 

                                                  The land was 

literally between the Tigris and Euphrates 

Rivers   

Drinking water and silt                                                   



SUMER AND 

BABYLON 



Sumer 

By 3000 B.C., Menes unified Egypt.  At this 
same time cities were formed in southern 
Mesopotamia known as Sumer.  

 

 

Sumer was a group of city-states, which 
were self-governing cities and villages 
that also governed the surrounding land.  

 

   



Sumer 

Sumer is the worlds first civilization.  

 

City-states were very protective of river 
water and often went to war with 
neighboring city-states because each 
needed the water and silt for their 
farmland. 

 

This fighting led to the conquest of 
Sumer. 

 



Religion in Sumer 

In every city-state, 
there was a 
ziggurat.  (Zihg oo 
rat)  A ziggurat 
was a temple 
where people went 
to worship that 
city’s gods or 
goddesses. 

 

A priests main role 
in Sumer was to 
communicate with 
the gods. 

 

The Sumerians 

believed in 

polytheism - the 

worshipping 

many gods (just 

like the 

Egyptians). 

 
Favorites: Ishtar, the 

goddess of love and war 

and Enki, the god of 

water. 

 





Writing in Sumer  
As the Egyptians had 
hieroglyphics, the 
Sumerians developed a 
system of writing that used 
symbols as well.  

  

The cuneiform is writing 
using wedge-shaped 
symbols based on 
words.   

 

Look on page 109 blue bk.  
Judging from the 
cuneiform symbols on this 
chart, how were they 
simplified over time?  How 
did this make writing 
faster?   

      Sumerian Cuneiform 

 

 



Sumerian Cuneiform 

 



Scribes in Sumer 

Trained scribes could and did write 

almost anything: love letters for people, 

songs, stories, laws, records of trade 

for animals and property. They even 

made envelopes out of clay. 

   

They had to be very good at math in 

order to keep all the city’s records 

(taxes).   



Gilgamesh 

Through the cuneiform, an early 

Sumerian mythical hero was 

thought to have built the walls of 

the city Uruk.  He was depicted 

as part man and part god and 

strong as an ox. 

Gilgamesh was the first      

major piece of literature   

written entirely in        

cuneiform.  





City-States 

Shared common culture and language.  

Each city acted as a state with its own god 

or goddess, government, and king.   

The city’s markets were busy places, 

crowded streets, and houses faced inward 

courtyards, where family life took place. 

Fiercely protective. 

A steady food supply enabled people to stay 

in one place. 

 



Sumer the city-state 
The Assyrian King 
Sargon ruled the 
city-state Kish, for 
56 years until a 
rebellion arose.   

He united the city-
states of Sumer and 
created the 
Sumerian empire. 

   

He expanded his empire 
to the northern end of the 
Fertile Crescent.  
 

 

In his quest for 

riches, he 

became a 

vicious warrior  

The cuneiform 

writing spread and 

Sargon was able 

to send messages 

throughout his 

empire.  

 



Fall of Sargon/Rise of Babylon 

When he died, a group of 

people moved into the region 

from Syria and created a 

kingdom in the city-state 

called Babylon.   



Babylon 

Hammurabi was king of the Babylonian 

empire. 

   

He created the empire Babylonia by 

conquering Sumer’s city-states and all the 

other city-states around Babylon.  

 It was at the center of his vast empire.  

 

He was a very strict ruler.  



Babylon 

Babylonia became extremely powerful.  

It received shipments of silver, copper, 

timber, wine, and goods from people 

from (what is now known as Turkey, 

Iran, and Syria).  Servants even floated 

ice from mountains to refrigerate his 

food and drink.   



Babylon 

Hammurabi continued using the 

cuneiform style of writing.  He also 

created the first dictionaries so 

Babylonians could adopt Sumerian culture 

and language. 



Hammurabi 
He oversaw building projects and repaired 

canals as the Sumerian kings had done. 

 

He created one of the world’s oldest codes 

of laws to act as judge.  

  

The Code of Hammurabi was the first set of 

laws written for Mesopotamia.  

 



Hammurabi’s Codes 

The code had over 

200 laws and was 

written on a stone 

pillar and applied to 

everyone under the 

government. 

 

He first wrote the 

offense then the 

punishment for it.  

 

Many of his codes 

were based upon 

social class.  

 Ex: If a man has 

destroyed the eye of a 

man of the class of 

gentlemen, they shall 

destroy his eye….If he 

has destroyed the eye 

of a commoner, he shall 

pay one mina of silver.  

 

 



The Codes of Hammurabi 

Copies of the codes were found in 

other areas of the empire.  Can you 

imagine what it would have been like for 

the scribes to have etched those laws on 

each of those stones?  

Why do you think that several stones were 

made?  Look on page 113 for an  

   example of the codes.                 



The “New Babylonia” 

When Hammurabi died, Babylonia fell 

apart as Sumer did when Sargon died.  

A new army from the northeastern 

mountains began taking the territories.   

Babylon remained strong during this 

time period because the new rulers 

respected the history and worshiped 

the same gods and passed down their 

legends. 



Fall of Babylon - Nineveh 

When Babylon finally fell in 689 B.C., 

Nineveh became the new capital until 

Babylon could be rebuilt and made 

stronger.   

 

Does anyone remember who built up 

Babylon?  Hint:  from the bible. 

King Nebuchadnezzar 



The New Babylon 

The new Babylon became the world’s 

largest city.  It was famous for beauty 

and technology. It was protected by 

two massive walls and a moat.   

Let’s read on page 114.   

In the section “Sorrow in Babylon”,  who is 

talked about in this section?  Why?  



Section 4 (Orange Textbook) 

Mediterranean Civilizations 
People were on the move during this 

time throughout the Fertile Crescent.  

The Phoenician seaports were 

increasing trade with Egypt and other 

traders on the Mediterranean. Use two 

or three column notes to outline the life of 

the Phoenicians in your orange textbook. 



Trade With the Phoenicians 

A sea-faring people who used the 

North Star to help them navigate 

more accurately when they traveled. 

 They imported ivory among other 

things 

 They were known for their cedar 

wood and purple dye for cloth. 

Their alphabet also spread all along their 

trade routes. 
  

 
 



      Phoenicians  
The Phoenicians improved upon 

Sumerian cuneiform. Their writing 

system only used 22 symbols.  

Their alphabet was a set of symbols 

that represented the sounds of the 

language. It was much easier to learn 

than cuneiform. 

This new alphabet simplified trade 

between people who spoke different 

languages.  

 It spread all along their trade routes. 



Trade 

Trade 

Phoenicans 

        

   Babylonians 

Other traders 
on the 

Mediterranean 

Egyptians 



Lesson 3 Beginnings of Judaism 

Judaism is the religion of the Jewish people.  

 It became a religion of many cultural practices, 

rituals, and traditions 

Let’s read the section “The Big Picture” on page 

120 in the blue book.  

The Hebrew Bible is the Jewish people’s 

record of their history and their religion.  

 Judaism is one of the world’s                             

oldest religions.  

 



The Beginnings of Judaism 

   Abraham and his family lived in a city-state, 

Ur, in Mesopotamia.  Ur worshiped the 

Sumerian moon goddess; however, 

Abraham and his family worshiped a 

different God.  As commanded from/by 

God, Abraham took his family out of Ur and 

went to Canaan (Israel). 



Egypt 

As time passed, the 

descendants of 

Abraham grew and 

prospered in Canaan.  

Unfortunately, a 

famine wiped out the 

crops and the 

Israelites had to go 

to Egypt for help. 

   

After many 

years in Egypt a 

new ruler took 

the Israelites 

into bondage 

and forced them 

to work as 

slaves in Egypt 

for many years.   
 



Moses 

According to the book of Exodus in the 

Bible, after many years, Moses rose up to 

lead the Jews out of Egypt.  Let’s read the 

story on page 122.   

 

He was born to Israelite parents but was 

adopted by the pharaoh’s daughter and 

raised in the royal household. 

 He later became a prophet of God. 



The Bible 

The first five books of the bible, that 

contain the laws and teachings of Judaism 

are called the Torah (teaching or 

instructing law) or the Penteteuch 

(Pente=5, teuch=vessel, book, or tool). 

Some of the laws in the Bible 

(stealing/hurting others) were very similar 

to ones found in Hammurabi’s Codes. 



The “New Law” 

The God of the 
Hebrews forbade 
worshiping other 
gods.  This belief in 
one God 
(monotheism) set 
the Israelites apart 
from other people 
living in the Fertile 
Crescent. 

Do you know why?  
Monotheism not 
polytheism.  

 

God gave Moses the Ten 
Commandments on 
Mount Sinai. These were 
10 laws that made up the 
core of Jewish religion. 

 These commandments 
provided a guide to 
ethical and moral 
behavior. 

 

The Sabbath was Israel’s day 

of rest and prayer.  What day 

is ours today? 

 



The Kingdom of Israel 

According to the Bible, Israel became a 

powerful kingdom under the leadership of 

King David.   

 The capital city was Jerusalem. 

 

David’s son Solomon, built a great temple in 

Jerusalem and it was the center of both 

religious and political life. 



The Kingdoms 

After King Solomon’s death, the kingdom of 

Israel split into two kingdoms:  

Northern Kingdom – Israel – was conquered 

by the Assyrians. 

Southern Kingdom – Judah – was 

conquered by the Babylonians.   

Resulting in the scattering of Jews to many 

parts of the world, this is called Diaspora. 



Summing Up 

Review the chapter to find information for 

each category. 
Main Idea- People  Of the Fertile 

Crescent  

Made many 

contributions 

To civilization. 

People Writing Systems Government/Laws Type of Religion 

Sumerians 

Babylonians 

Israelites 


