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              CTC West Times

Outstanding News

Learning That Works!

The first two Automotive Program “Top Guns” have 
been named at DeSoto County Schools’ Career and 
Technical  Center - West.

Two students will receive scholarships and benefits 
that will total more than $100,000 per student in the 
Ford Asset Program providing tuition, lodging, and 
paid internships.  The scholarships are being 
provided by the Homer Skelton Foundation. The 
students are Enrique Serrano of Southaven High and 
Hayden Jaynes of Horn Lake High.

Ford training, hands-on, in-depth, and around the car 
knowledge is what they will gain with Ford ASSET 
(Automotive Student Service Educational Training).  

When reflecting on accomplishments of this 
semester, we realize the influence of our parents. 
Honoring our outstanding parents reminds the CTC -
West community that families are an essential part of 
the support network for our students.  Their 
dedication and determination helps our students 
achieve their educational and career goals. 

Our Parent of the Year Award was presented to Mr. 
Ronald Jeppe. He is the parent of Cody Jeppe, an 
11th grader in our Construction/Carpentry Program. 
To celebrate this honor, Mr. Jeppe attended an 
awards ceremony where he was recognized for his 
involvement. 
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“Believe in yourself and all that you are. Know that there is 
something inside you that is greater than any obstacle.” –

Christian D. Larson

Spring Competitions 2015
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outstanding students
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This has been a busy semester for 
my students! In February, Metal 
Fabrication students participated 
in the regional contest at 
Northwest Community College’s 
Senatobia campus. Several 
students competed in various 
areas: (SHS) Logan Edwards - 
Welding Competition; (HHS) 
Logan Parker - Job Demo;  

(DCHS) Shelby Schumacher - 
Job Demo; and (HLHS) Aaron 
Thompson, (SHS) Grant 
Thomas, (SHS) Austin Payne - 
Welding Fabrication. Aaron 
Thompson of HLHS also entered 
the Welding Sculpture Contest at 
the State SKILLSUSA in 
Jackson, MS.

CTC West Metal Fabrication 
students competed in the Delta 
Technical Welding Competition 
in March: Logan Edwards, Grant 
Thomas, Wesley Barnett, Preston 
Hopper, Keegan Vespo (SHS), 
Matt Bechel, Logan Parker 
(HHS), Hunter Sims, Nathan 
Cavazos, Treston Henderson 

(DCHS), Hunter Jernigan 
(LCHS). 

Our students completed the 
school year showcasing 
objectives mastered in several 
competitions! We are excited 
about the 1st year students 
returning in the fall as they are 
introduced to new concepts. We 
congratulate our program 
completers and appreciate their 
contributions to our program this 
school year.

Metal Trades Technology Instructor Jason Gresham

As we close out this year and the 
2015 chapter in the CTC West 
novel, it has been a wonderful 
year for our Information 
Technology program. All of our 
students have worked very hard 
to attain the level of 
understanding that this career 
field demands. They have all 
strived for the best that they 
could possibly be in the 
computer and computing world. 
As budding, young IT 
professionals, each one has 
brought with them the skills and 
knowledge that they possessed 

prior to starting the program. 
They move forward with a 
toolbox that now contains 
several new tools and deeper 
understanding for their future. 
We have seen progress each day 
as we moved toward the end of 
the year. I proudly tell you that 
we were able to see an 89% pass 
rate for our 2nd year seniors on 
the MTA Networking 
Fundamentals certification 
exam. We also saw 13 students 
attain their CompTIA Strata 
certification for our 1st year 
students. These young men and 

women have worked very hard 
and have remained diligent, even 
through the goofy and sporadic 
weather that we had during the 
winter. I am so very proud of all 
of our Information Technology 
students; it is truly an honor to 
be able to serve these students.

Information Technology
Instructor Sean McMackin
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Spring has sprung, and the Construction/Carpentry program is coming to a 
close.  In February, students battled ice and snow to compete at the district 
and state levels and prevailed.  Cody Jeppe placed 1st at district and placed 
6th at the state competition.  We are very proud of him and his 
accomplishments this year.  Next year, he will lead the team works team; we 
are already preparing for great things.

This year's team works team did an amazing job at State competition.  This 
was our first year in this competition, and it was a learning experience for the 
students and myself.  Team members were:  Clay Stevens (SHS), Breana 
Willis (HHS), Jackson Tidwell (DCS) and Rytavious Johnson (HLHS).  A big 
part of this competition is to work well together.  Everyone did their part and 
accomplished the goal.

All hands are on deck for end of the year projects.  Students are required to compile all they have learned for 
the year and put the skills into one project.  They start by drawing their own blueprints and end with a 
completed project.  We have projects such as adirondak chairs, speaker boxes, an assortment of coffee tables, 
and the list goes on.  

We are wrapping the year up once again, and the end will be here before we know.  Congratulations to our 
seniors.  We are very proud of you, and wish you the best as you start the next chapter in your lives.  A few of 
the seniors have been accepted to NWCC and will start in the fall in programs: HVAC, Architecture, and 
Landscape Design. Good luck!

Instructor Ronald Elmore

Instructor Justin King
Construction & Carpentry

It's been an exciting year in the Auto Shop at CTC West!  We are 
looking forward to moving into our new shop. We have partnered 
with Homer Skelton Ford to start the new "Top Gun" program.  
The top two students each year will be given the opportunity to 
receive extensive training through the Ford Assist Program.  I am 
proud to announce this year’s recipients of the Ford Asset 
Program are Enrigue Serrano (SHS) and Hayden Jaynes (HLHS). 
The scholarship totals $200,000 in benefits! Being in this program 
not only improves their automotive skills, but also puts them on 
track for a career in the automotive industry.  Also, this year 
Mercedes of Memphis will be hiring another student from our 
program.  Next year, we will meet guest speakers from the fleet 
maintenance department at Federal Express.  We are looking 
forward to great things for our program!

Automotive Service Technology
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Instructor Theresa Holland Engineering & Robotics

This has been a busy and exciting semester for 
Engineering and Robotics students.  During the 3rd nine 
weeks, 1st year students learned to build, program and test  
basic robots, and prepare and give technical presentations.  
Students are closing out the school year by designing, 
building, and testing the strength-to-weight ratio of balsa 
bridges.

2nd year students were equally as busy during the 3rd nine 
weeks. They learned to program and operate a robotic arm 
and a CNC machine.  Currently, students are concentrating 
on communication skills and career preparation.  They are 
working on preparing instructional videos, career field presentations, resumes and cover letters, and preparing 
for a mock interview. 

Both 1st and 2nd year students participated in the Technology Student Association (TSA) 
Northern District Conference in Booneville, Mississippi.  Tedarius Walker was a finalist in Career Preparation, 
and Trey Adcock was a finalist in Technical Sketching & Application.

As our 1st year Health Science core students returned in January, 
we began covering the body systems in class through lectures, 
discussions, and lab activities.  We began with the integumentary 
system and followed with skeletal, muscular, circulatory, 
respiratory, digestive, and urinary systems. We are wrapping up 
the semester now with endocrine and nervous systems.  Students 
learned how to perform basic vital signs, perform occupied and 
unoccupied hospital beds, and how to recognize many common 
signs and symptoms of diseases of each body system.  Our final 
project will be a medical career board. Each student will create 
their own board indicating the career and area of the medical field 
they wish to one day make their life’s work.  It’s been an eventful 

semester in the midst of a very tough winter.  We made it through and are looking forward to a great year of 
clinical experiences next fall semester.

Health Sciences
Instructor Rebecca Day
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Instructor Donna Chrestman

Students in ECE have been very busy. Each student created a “Discovery Bottle “ to donate to our Lab 
Preschool. Discovery bottles were made of glitter, beads, oils, water and coloring. The children love to look at 
the bottles! Each ECE student wrote a children’s book to be donated to our Lab Preschool. They also created 

learning games to be used in small groups. Each ECE student was assigned a child to explore the Memphis 
Children’s Museum together. This was fun for both! We  really enjoyed our field trip to the Memphis Zoo on 
May 7, 2015. Students, children, teachers, parents, and grandparents had a wonderful time seeing all the 
animals we have studied in our Lab Preschool. We all enjoyed a picnic lunch at the zoo. Students will compile 
a Memory book for her assigned child. Parents and grandparents will enjoy this book for years! Our Pre K 
Graduation was held on  May 14, 2015 for those children who will enter Kindergarten in the fall. ECE students 
planned the program and prepared refreshments for our guests. It has been a very eventful year. The students 
and children have learned a lot! This has been a very rewarding year! 

In March, Health Science/HOSA Members traveled to Jackson, MS for 
HOSA State Conference.  Students competed in several areas: Nursing 
Assisting, Physical Therapy, Medical Terminology, Extemporaneous 
Health Poster and Dental Terminology.  

Health Science II students continue to observe at our local Baptist 
Hospital facility in various departments.  They are currently studying 
Therapeutic Careers in the classroom.  The HS II students toured the 
Physical Therapy/Occupational Therapy Unit at Baptist in early April.  
A field trip to "MERI" Medical Educational Research Institute is 
scheduled on April 28th for these students.  Plans are to visit NWCC 
Senatobia Campus Nursing Programs on May 6th, 2015.

Health Science I students continue to work on the Anatomy of the Human body systems and diseases in the 
classroom.  Completing the Cardiovascular System and skills needed to take Vital Signs, we moved into the 
Respiratory System and concluded the semester with the Digestive System. 

Early ChildhoodInstructor Janet Hoselton

Health Science
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Year One DMT students have 
been working hard this semester 
collaborating with Metal 
Fabrication, learning year 2 
software to create parody videos, 
and are gearing up to complete 
the year by learning the basics of 
screen printing. Year 1 students 
have created personal logos for 
our Metal Fabrication students to 
create. We have several musical 
parodies in the works getting 
ready for the year two curriculum. 

DMT students competed in the 
Technology Students Association 
club this year. Members 
participated in events ranging 
from Music Production to On 
Demand Video Production. We 
are particularly proud of our first 
year student, Jacob Myers from 
Horn Lake High School. He  
received Finalist Year in Music 
Production at the state level. This 
is Jacob’s first year in TSA, and 
we are looking forward to seeing 
more from him in the future.Two 
DMT students have just 
completed their state testing in 
which they were given the task of 
creating a 60 second commercial, 
documenting and finalizing in just 
3 short hours. We are proud of the 
progress they have made this 
year. They did a fantastic job! 
While the year is ending, our 

second year seniors are working 
hard to create portfolios for 
college and gearing up for the 
next chapter in their lives. We 
will miss them and wish them 
luck! Before they leave, they will 
also be screen printing a shirt they  
have designed while learning a 
more advanced printing technique 
(discharge printing).
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Digital Media Technology
Instructor Teri Hubbard

Spring Community Service Events

!
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Counselor’s Corner
Natalie Humphries

This is my 1st semester at CTC - West, and it has been an exciting one so 
far!  I have enjoyed working with our teachers and students. We successfully 
completed CPAS2 testing, and the students did a great job of applying their 
knowledge to the assessment. Beginning in the Fall, I will be hosting 
recruiting events, career fairs, and campus tours in order to promote our 
Career and Technical programs. I look forward to working with each student 
next year and getting to know everyone better!

Student Services
Theresa Oglesby & Kimberly Moshiach

CTC - West is pleased to announce the recipients of this year’s 
Outstanding Non-Traditional Student Scholarship Awards, Jacob 
Stewart and Kaitlyn Hanna. Jacob comes to us from Hernando High 
School, has completed the two year program in Health Science, and will 
continue his studies in health care at NWCC.  Kaitlyn, a student from 
Southaven High School, has completed the Digital Media program and 
plans to attend the  University of Colorado and major in video 
production. These two scholarships are cash awards for the students to 
use toward their college goals. The non-traditional student scholarships 
were funded by a grant to Student Services at CTC West from the 

Mississippi Department of Education, Office of Career, Counseling, and Support Services to help promote 
students in non-traditional gender career paths.

Special thanks goes to Mrs. Kimberly Moshiach. She worked extremely hard to help our school secure a 
$48,000 grant. This grant will be used to help our students in many way including: duel credit, 
remediation, and help with our curriculum needs. This will be an amazing resource to help our students 
and programs. 
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Spring semester welcomed several guests to speak with students about career and continuing education 
opportunities. Our annual college fair was a success! There were over twenty participating colleges & 
universities on our campus to discuss programs of study, scholarship opportunities, admissions procedures, 
and financial aid processes. CTC West hosted guest speakers from the Homer Skelton (Olive Branch) team 
as they spoke with Information Technology and Automotive Service Technology students about career 
opportunities that align with CTC West programs. Many field trips provided students with industry visits to 
support curriculum objectives. Health Science students visited the Medical Education & Research Institute 
(MERI) in Memphis, TN. Early Childhood students toured Northwest Community College and chaperoned 
the Pre Kindergarten students on their field trip to the Memphis Zoo. CTC West also celebrated our senior 
program completers with an awards ceremony. Mayor Chip Johnson, City of Hernando, was our guest 
speaker for the program.


