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Socratic Seminar 
“Romeo  and  Juliet” 

Before the Seminar:   

x Prior to the seminar, you must prepare responses to each of the questions.  YOU MUST PREPARE FOR 
THE SEMINAR BY FINDING TEXTUAL EVIDENCE TO SUPPORT YOUR ANSWERS.  Answers 
to ALL questions must be complete before the start of the seminar.  The level of preparation will 
determine the quality of your discussion.  

How to prepare 
o Read the play thoroughly, printing and marking pages you feel may be helpful to you.   
o Take notes when necessary.  
o Re-read the "text" independently, considering preparatory questions that may have been raised.  
o Brainstorm themes relevant to the text.  
o Brainstorm character traits of key figures in the text.  
o Create questions.  

x Your answers must be typed.  Responses will be checked before the seminar begins to ensure that all 
questions have been carefully prepared for and typed.   

x If you choose not to prepare for this seminar, you will not be allowed to participate in the Socratic 
Seminar and will have to complete the alternate, written assignment. 

During the Seminar:   

x We will utilize an inner circle/outer circle format. 
x While outside the circle, you will observe and assess the performance and participation of your partner.   
x You, as students, will be responsible for generating conversation and keeping it going. I will have little 

to zero interference.  
x Intellectually stimulating participation is essential. The more substantive your comment, the more credit 

you will earn.  You are encouraged to generate commentary and questions that will get others to 
examine passages from the text.   

x Constantly refer to the text to support your claims.  Take notes during discussion both inside and outside 
the inner circle. 

Respectful Participation: 

o Only one person may speak at a time 
o Build  off  each  other’s  ideas  to  analyze  even  further 
o Respectfully disagree 
o Invite others into the conversation and give everyone a chance to speak 

 
After the Seminar:   

x You  will  “grade”  your  performance  inside the circle based on your preparation, participation, and 
commentary. 

x As a class, we will discuss the success of the seminar, seeking ways to improve future seminars. 
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Discussion Questions:   

The following questions are those which will be up for discussion.  Do not worry about right or wrong answers.  
Seek thought provoking responses which will further discussion. 

1. Apart from clashing with Tybalt, what role does Mercutio play in the story? Is he merely a colorful 
supporting character and brilliant source of comic relief, or does he serve a more serious purpose?   

2. Five types of love exist in Romeo and Juliet: unrequited love, romantic love, parental love, friendship, 
and love of family honor.  Identify the participants in each of these love relationships.  Does 
Shakespeare treat any of these types of love as more important than another?  Compare and contrast two 
of these types of love as depicted in the play.  Do these types of love still exist today?  How have they 
changed, if at all?     

3. Do you think Romeo and Juliet would be happy that their families finally ended the feud, even though 
they had to lose their lives to accomplish it?  Were  Romeo  and  Juliet’s  deaths  necessary  for  this  feud  to  
end?  Do feuds exist in society today?  How do they come to end?  Compare these feuds with that 
between the Capulets and Montagues. 

4. Consider some of the modern themes which exist within the play: suicide, teenage sexuality, or 
parent/child relationships, and gender roles.  How  have  attitudes  changed  since  Shakespeare’s  time?  
How does our society differ today in terms of these themes? 

5. Which  is  most  to  blame  for  the  lovers’  deaths—chance, the lovers themselves, or their families?  To 
what extent does free will and fate exist in the play? 

6. Do you think tragedies always lead to peace?  Why or why not?  Discuss examples from real life and in 
the play to support your response. 

7. In  what  ways  does  Shakespeare’s  play  provide  a  valuable  lesson  about  the  destruction  of  hatred?  Relate 
this  to  today’s  society.    Is  this  theme  still  relevant  today? 

8. Why  do  you  think  the  love  scene  in  Capulet’s  garden (the balcony scene) is one of the most famous in 
all of literature?  What do you this says about society?   

9. Do you believe any good can come out of hatred?  Discuss examples from real life and in the play to 
support your response. 

10. What is the definition of love?  Does the meaning change as you get older?  Why do you think love is so 
important?  Do we need love to survive?  Has love changed over the generations? 

11. Remember to think up some questions of your own!! 

When preparing your responses for the Socratic Seminar, you will want to write questions which stimulate your 
thinking.  Consider using the following prompts to encourage discussion. 

x I’d  like  to  talk  with  people  about….. 
x I’m  confused  about….. 
x Don’t  you  think  this  is  similar  to…. 
x Do  you  agree  the  big  ideas  seem  to  be…. 
x I  have  questions  about…. 
x Another  point  of  view  is…. 
x I  think  it  means….. 
x Do  you  think….. 
x What  does  it  mean  when  the  author  says…. 
x Do  you  agree  that…..  
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RUBRIC FOR SOCRATIC SEMINAR 
 

CATEGORY A B C D/F 
Analysis Participant offers 

enough solid analysis, 
without prompting, to 
move the conversation 
forward. 

Participant offers solid 
analysis, without 
prompting. May not 
always move the 
conversation forward.   
 

Participant offers some 
analysis, but needs 
prompting from the 
peers or teacher. 

Participant offers 
comments that show 
no analysis. Must be 
prompted to 
participate.   

Comments Through his or her 
comments, the 
participant 
demonstrates a deep 
knowledge of the text 
and the question; 
insightful, sincere, and 
mature attitude. 

Through his or her 
comments, the 
participant 
demonstrates a good 
knowledge of the text 
and the question; 
usually insightful, and 
mature attitude. 

Through his or her 
comments, the 
participant 
demonstrates a general 
knowledge of the text 
and the question; not 
insightful or sincere, 
immature and off-topic 
comments. 
 

Offers little to no 
comments. Irrelevant, 
opinionated, 
immature, off topic, 
or argumentative 
comments, as well as 
side conversations, 
will result in a loss of 
points.  

Preparation Participant has come to 
the seminar prepared, 
with notes and a 
marked/annotated 
text.   

Participant has come to 
the seminar prepared, 
with notes and a 
marked/annotated 
text.   

Participant has come to 
the seminar less 
prepared, with few 
notes and no 
marked/annotated text. 
  

Ill-prepared, reading 
during discussion, and 
no annotation of the 
text.  

Listening Through his or her 
comments, participant 
shows that s/he is 
actively listening to 
other participants. 
Does not interrupt 
when others are 
speaking.  

Through his or her 
comments, participant 
shows that s/he is 
actively listening to 
other participants. Does 
not interrupt more than 
once when others are 
speaking. 
 

Actively listening to 
other participants, but 
comments and feedback 
are not relevant to the 
current discussion.  
Often interrupts others.  

Does not listen to 
others; often 
interrupts; does not 
offer comments that 
promote student 
learning or moving the 
conversation forward.  

Effort S/he offers multiple 
comments at various 
times in the discussion, 
in order to clarify 
and/or follow-up 
questions that extends 
the conversation 
beyond the text. 
Doesn’t  need  
prompting to enter the 
conversation.  
 

S/he offers comments at 
various times in the 
discussion, in order to 
clarify and/or follow-up 
questions that extends 
the conversation 
beyond the text. May 
need prompting to enter 
the conversation. 

S/he relies more upon 
his or her opinion, and 
less on the text to drive 
his or her comments. 
Critical thinking is 
minimal or not 
apparent. Needs 
prompting more than 
once.  

Does not participate 
or offer any 
comments even when 
prompted or invited 
to respond.  

Text Remarks often refer 
back to specific parts of 
the text.  

Remarks refer back to 
specific parts of the text 
at least once. 

Remarks refer back to 
generalizations of the 
text.  
 

Does not offer any 
reference to the text 
in any way.  

 


