
Name:	  	  ___________________	  

U.S. History Research Project 
 

I. Focus - The U.S. History research project will center on an interpretative, 
supported opinion made by the student in regard to a controversial 
event/person/invention that had great significance in American history from 
1877-2010.  Each student’s topic must be unique and not duplicated.  The 
broader the topic the better. The research project is an academic writing 
requirement that best prepares students for the writing demands of college and 
professional careers. 

 
II. Dates:  The research process will be an ongoing project throughout the end of 

the semester, and a more detailed plan will be provided as the class instruction 
is geared towards more research-intensive writing.  At this point, the dates that 
have been determined are 

 
A. Research topic approval Friday 12/2/2016 
B. Supporting topic approval Monday 12/5/2016 
C. Bibliography due Thursday 12/8/2016 
D. Rough draft due Friday 12/9/2016 
E. Peer Edit (conducted in class) Friday 12/9/2016 
F. Final Draft due Wednesday 12/14/2016 

 
III. Requirements:  the research paper must adhere the following parameters 

A. Sources and Cited Examples:  For this research project the student will 
have acquired at least 4 cited sources that include each of the 
following: 

1. PDF file from a primary source (must include a copy of the 1st 
page in the final packet 

2. A primary web source (only from a .edu, .gov, or .mil 
website)  (students may not cite or incorporate sources from 
non-credible sources such as Wikipedia, BrainyQuote, 
Google, etc.) 

3. Books are not required sources but are encouraged 
B. Paragraphs: 

1. Each paragraph must contain… 
a. At least two (2) cited examples 
b. Of the cited examples, one (1) must be from primary 

sources 
2. In addition to the introduction and conclusion paragraphs, the 

paper must incorporate at least three (3) supporting paragraphs. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Name:	  	  ___________________	  

C. Format:  MLA 
1. One inch margins, 12pt Times New Roman font, double spaced 
2. Last name and page number in right corner; Student name, 

Teacher name, Class, and date in left corner 

 
 

3. Works Cited Page 

D. Late Submissions:  As per class policy, late work will be accepted at 
the penalty of 10% if turned in late on due date, 15% if one day late, 
30% if two days late, and no longer accepted if 3 days late. 



Name:	  	  ___________________	  

E. Returned Graded Products:  The research project can be picked up at 
the beginning of the next semester.  This is due to the time constraints 

F. Final Grades:  The final grades will be provided through PowerSchool 
 

IV. Grading:  This research project will incorporate several grades 
A. Thesis map & topic approval: 50 point quiz grade (Due 12/2) 
B. Supporting topic approval: 50 point quiz grade (Due 12/5) 
C. Bibliography: 100 point quiz grade (Due 12/8)  
D. Rough draft (word processed/typed): 100 point test grade (Due 12/9) 
E. Peer draft (word processed/typed): 100 point test grade (Due 12/9) 
F. Final Draft 20% of this 9 weeks grade (Due 12/14) 

 
V. Intent:  The intent of this project is to assist student in recovering their grade 

in U.S. History, as well as to provide an opportunity to construct a tangible 
product that can be used in future writing and/or English classes. 

 


