
1914 1919

June 28 -   
Assassination of Archduke 

Franz Ferdinand 
prince to the Austria-Hungary 

throne, in Sarajevo by a 
Serbian named 
 Gavrilo Princip

April 22 - Germans 
use Gas  Germans fire 
shells filled with chlorine 
gas at Allied lines. It’s 
the first time that large 

amounts of gas are 
used in battle, and the 

result is the near-
collapse of the French 

lines.

February 25 
Zimmerman 

Telegram 
Britain gives 

President Wilson a 
message to Mexico 

from Germany, 
outlining a deal with 

Mexico to invade 
U.S.

1917
July 28 

Austria-Hungary 
declares war on 

Serbia 
 Russia begins 

mobilizing its troops
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1915
1919

May 7 
Lusitania Sinks 

A German 
submarine sinks 

the passenger liner 
Lusitania. The ship 

carries 1,198 
people, 128 of 

them Americans.

February 1st 
Submarines 

Back  
Germany 
resumes 

unrestricted 
submarine 

warfare. This 
act draws the 
U.S. into the 

war.

1915

August 
14 

Germany 
invades 
Belgium

World war i

1916

March 3 
Treaty of Brest-Litovsk 
Germany and Russia Sign 

Peace. Russia leaves 
 the war

February-
December 
Battle of 
Verdun 

Longest Battle 
of WWI - 

305,000 Dead

1916

July -November 
Battle of Somme 

58,000 troops 
killed on the 1st 

day of battle - one 
day high record to 

this day

November 11 
Armistice Day 
Fighting on the 
Western Front 
stops when an 
armistice with 

Germany comes 
into effect at 11 

a.m.

June 28 - 
Treaty of 
Versailles 

peace 
agreement is 

signed 
between 
Germany 

and the Allies

September 18 
Germany Limits 

Submarines 
Reacting to 

outrage at the 
sinking of the 

Lusitania, 
Germany stops 

unrestricted 
submarine 

warfare. It’s an 
attempt to keep 

the U.S.out of the 
war.

September 15 
First Tanks 

ever in Battle. They are 
successful in breaking through 

barbed wire and clearing a 
path for infantry, but not in 

winning the war.

April 6 
U.S. Enters the 

War

1917 1918
1914

1914



1. What happened earlier?    A) Austria Hungry declares war on Serbia     B) Germany invades Belgium
2. What year was the Treaty of Brest-Litovsk signed? ____________________________________________________________________________
3. What is the span (number of years shown) on this timeline?_____________________________________________________________________
4. What event happened April of 1917? _______________________________________________________________________________________
5. How did Germany ‘dig their own grave’ February 1st, 1917? ____________________________________________________________________
6. What two events happened in 1918?_______________________________________________________________________________________
7. Why did Germany limit its unrestricted submarine warfare policy? ________________________________________________________________
8. How many months long was the Battle of Verdun? ____________________________________________________________________________
9. Who assassinated Archduke Franz Ferdinand? ______________________________________________________________________________
10. How long was the Battle of Somme? ______________________________________________________________________________________
11. How long did it take from the assassination of Franz Ferdinand, for Austria Hungary to declare war on Serbia? ____________________________
12. What are two events in 1917 that drove the U.S. to declare war on Germany? __________________________________________________________________
13. How many years into the war did it take for Germany to use poison gas on a large scale? ____________________________________________
14. What was the significance of the Battle of Somme? __________________________________________________________________________

Matching 

___15. Treaty of Brest-Litovsk a. Zimmerman telegram
___16. letter motivating U.S. to go to war with Germany b. Lusitania
___17. Treaty of Versailles c. agreement to stop fighting 
___18. armistice d. agreement between Germany and Allies
___19. destroyed by German U-boats. 128 Americans died e. agreement between Germany and Russia
___20. deadliest battle of the war f. Somme

Analyze the timeline on the back to answer the following questions.

N a m e  D a t e  P e r i o d  _______________________________________________________________ ___________________ ___________
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N a m e  D a t e  P e r i o d  _______________________________________________________________ ___________________ ___________KEY
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4. What event happened April of 1917? _______________________________________________________________________________________
5. How did Germany ‘dig their own grave’ February 1st, 1917? ____________________________________________________________________
6. What two events happened in 1918?_______________________________________________________________________________________
7. Why did Germany limit its unrestricted submarine warfare policy? ________________________________________________________________
8. How many months long was the Battle of Verdun? ____________________________________________________________________________
9. Who assassinated Archduke Franz Ferdinand? ______________________________________________________________________________
10. How long was the Battle of Somme? ______________________________________________________________________________________
11. How long did it take from the assassination of Franz Ferdinand, for Austria Hungary to declare war on Serbia? ____________________________
12. What are two events in 1917 that drove the U.S. to declare war on Germany? __________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
13. How many years into the war did it take for Germany to use poison gas on a large scale? ____________________________________________
14. What was the significance of the Battle of Somme? __________________________________________________________________________

Matching 

___15. Treaty of Brest-Litovsk a. Zimmerman telegram
___16. letter motivating U.S. to go to war with Germany b. Lusitania
___17. Treaty of Versailles c. agreement to stop fighting 
___18. armistice d. agreement between Germany and Allies
___19. destroyed by German U-boats. 128 Americans died e. agreement between Germany and Russia
___20. deadliest battle of the war f. Somme

Analyze the timeline on the back to answer the following questions.
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1918
5

United States entered the war
They resumed unrestricted submarine warfare

Armistice Day and Treaty of Brest-Litovsk
to keep the U.S. out of war

11 months
Gavel Princip
4 months

1 month
  Unrestricted submarine warfare and the Zimmerman Telegram

 less than a year OR 1 year
56,000 British dead in one day - a record
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