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Physical Characteristics 
�  Mountains, Sierra Madre Occidental and Sierra Madre 

Oriental, dominate the setting. 

�  Between mountain ranges lies Mexico’s central plateau. 

�  The Pacific coast includes the peninsula (a strip of  land 
that extends into a body of  water) Baja California, which 
means “Lower California”. 



Heartland Region 
�  The central plateau has several large cities. 

�  The southern plateau has rich soil and plenty of  rainfall for 
farmland. 

�  4/5 of  Mexico’s people live here. 

�  Central plateau is located on 4 tectonic plates. 

�  Some mnts. on southern edge are active volcanoes.  

�  Earthquakes. 



Mexico City 
�  Capital and most populous city of  Mexico. 

�  Moderate temperature year round making people move 
there. 

�  One of  the most important financial centers in the 
Americas. 
-Mexican stock exchange and banking. 

�  One of  most populated cities in the world. 



Coastal Regions 
�  Northern Pacific Coast-dry, hot, thinly populated. 

-Some of  the best farmland because of  irrigation  
-Tijuana, across the border from California, is one of  
Mexico’s fastest growing cities. 
 

�  Southern Pacific Coast-region’s natural setting and tropical 
climate bring in tourism. 

�  Gulf  Coast Plain-deposits of  petroleum and natural gas. 
-One of  the world’s major oil producing regions. 



A Place of  Three Cultures 
�  The plaza de las Tres Culturas (The Three Cultures) is a 

square in Mexico City that recognizes the 3 phases of  
Mexican history. 
-Aztec. 
-Spanish Colonial. 
-Independent “Mestizo” nation. 

�  These 3 cultures make up modern Mexico. 



A Place of  Three Cultures 



Aztecs 
�  The Aztecs built the most powerful empire in early Mexico. 

�  Tenochtitlan was the center of  the empire. 
-Built on an island in a lake, occupied the site of  modern 
Mexico City. 
In the 1400s, one of  the largest cities in the world. 
-60,000 Aztecs gathered each day to trade goods. 

�  In 1519, Hernan Cortes and 600 Spaniards marched in 
and conquered the Aztec Empire. 

�  Territory won by Cortes became the colony New Spain. 



Aztecs 



New Spain 
�  4 social classes lasted over the next 300 years. 

-Peninsulares-born is Spain, held high official positions. 
-Criollos-people of  Spanish ancestry born in the Americas. 
-Mestizos. 
-Native Americans. 

�  Native Americans provided labor on haciendas-spanish-
owned estates of  land, usually run as farms or cattle 
ranches. 
-Haciendas and Native Americans were given to 
conquistadors as rewards by Spanish king. 



Democracy 
�  Miguel Hidalgo called for a rebellion against the Spanish. 

�  In 1821, Mexico became an independent nation. 

�  Dictators ruled. 

�  In 1910, the peasants and middle class rebelled against 
the dictators and landlords who controlled the country. 
-Forming the Mexican Revolution. 

�  The democratic republic was established and remains in 
place today. 



Social Conditions 
�  Most Mexicans use Spanish as their official language. 

-Native Americans speak their ancestral language at home. 

�  Freedom of  relgion/Roman Catholics. 

�  People in the countryside work in agriculture. 

�  Subsistence farming-grow only enough to meet family’s 
needs. 

�  Latifundios-a commercial farm owned by private 
individuals. 
-1/3 of  farms. 
-Raise cash crops. 



Urban Life 
�  ¾ of  Mexico’s population lives in urban areas. 

�  City life means better job opportunities. 



Economic Activities 
�  North American Free Trade Agreement 

-By 1999, trade with US, Canada, and Mexico nearly 
doubled.  

�  Most important economic activities are petroleum 
extraction and tourism. 
-Manufacturing creates heavy pollution. 
-Tourism is a cleaner economic alternative known as the 
“smokeless industry”. 


