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Ñ  Largest country in South America 
Ñ  5th largest in land  
Ñ  Population=207 million (2016) 
Ñ  Official Language= Portuguese 
Ñ  Religion= Roman Catholic, largest number of Catholics in 

the world 
Ñ  Capital= Brasilia  
Ñ  Brazil is close to the size of the U.S. 
Ñ  Two major landforms: plains and plateaus 
	

Brazil 



Ñ Sertao-Brazil’s interior plateau 
-Tropical wet and dry climate. 
-Can go a year or more of drought. 
-When rain does fall, the hard soil  
cannot absorb the rain leading to flooding. 

Ñ 18% of Brazilian territory and 28% of Brazil’s population. 
Ñ  58% of the people live in poverty. 
	
	

Northeast Region 



Ñ 11% of the country’s area but 40%  
population. 

Ñ Subtropical climate and fertile soil. 
Ñ Brazil is referred to as the world’s “coffeepot” producing ¼ 

of the world’s supply.  
Ñ Urban. 
 

Southeast Region 



Ñ Famous festival known as Carnival. 
Ñ 4 days preceding Lent. 
Ñ Costumes, floats, music, dancing. 

-Dance competitions performing the samba-Brazil’s national 
dance. 

Rio de Janeiro and Carnival 



Rio de Janeiro and Carnival 



Ñ North of the Southeast region. 
-an interior area of hills on the central plateau. 

Ñ Brazil’s capital Brasilia is in the Highlands. 

Brazilian Highlands 



Ñ Sao Paulo and Rio de Janeiro became overcrowded. 
Ñ Government recognized the need to develop Brazil’s interior. 
Ñ Brasilia was “planted” 600 miles inland. 
Ñ From the sky, Brasilia is shaped like a bow and arrow or 

airplane signifying a country ready to take off. 

Brasilia 



Ñ The largest and least explored region. 
Ñ Spreads across half the country. 
Ñ Heavy rainfall and temperatures around 80 degrees. 
Ñ Home to thousands of species of plants and animals. 
Ñ 10% of Brazilians live in Amazon Basin. 

-200,000 natives from 180 different tribes. 

Amazon River Region 



Ñ Most of Brazil’s poorest people live in urban favelas (the 
rural northeast). 
-Many parents cannot feed or house children or provide 
them with schooling. Children live dangerously on the 
streets. 

Ñ Many of Brazil’s farmers live on the sertao. 

Economic Challenges 



Ñ Industry accounts for 1/3 of Brazil’s GDP. 
Ñ Development of gasohol-a mix of gasoline and ethanol in 

response to the high cost of imported oil. 
-Ethanol, a type of alcohol, is made from sugar cane. 
-Growing fuel and no longer importing expensive oil. 

Ñ 1/3 work in manufacturing and ½ work in service industries. 

Economic Growth 



Ñ Deforestation (permanent removal of woodland) threatens 
plants and animals in Amazon. 

Ñ The Amazon contains 1300 plants that can treat illnesses. 
Ñ Government working to combat deforestation. 
Ñ Ecotourism-tourism that encourages environmental 

awareness and has little effect on the ecosystem. 

Environmental Changes 


