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Three Regions 

•  Northern Tropics 
•  Andean Countries 
•  Southern Grassland Countries 



Northern Tropics 



The Guianas 

•  Wet, tropical climate and vast stretches of rain forest. 
•  Guyana-English (once English colony) 

-Poorest country in S. America. 
•  Suriname-Dutch (colony of Netherlands until 1975) 
•  French Guiana-French (overseas department of France) 



VENEZUELA 

•  24 million people. 
•  Most people live in fertile mountain valleys.  
•  Climate varies on elevation. 

-Farmers grow different crops at different elevations. 
•  Petroleum dominates the economy making it one of the 

top 10 producers in the world. 



Colombia 

•  40 million people, 2nd most populous in S. America. 
•  75% of people live in valleys between the Andes Mtns. 
•  Surpassed only by Brazil, Colombia is famous for coffee. 

-Depending on one crop is risky. 
•  Marijuana and cocaine are exported illegally from 

Colombia. 
-Brings in twice as much money as coffee. 
-World’s largest cocaine producer. (2013) 

•  Those in illegal drug trade also hold power. 



The Andean Countries 



Ecuador 

•  Name comes from equator which cuts across the country. 
•  1/4 are of Native American descent. 
•  Only 10% are European descent. 
•  50% are mestizos. 



Peru 

•  Peru was the heart of the Incan empire. 
•  45% are natives. 
•  Machu Picchu is an example of Incan architecture. 



Bolivia 

•  Landlocked. 
•  Many minerals but the best ores have already been 

removed. 
•  Climate varies with altitude from humid and tropical to 

cold and arid. 



Chile 

•  Chile means “end of the land”. 
-Named by natives who lived on the land. 

•  2700 miles long but only 100 miles wide. 
•  Unlike other Andean nations, it has few natives. 
•  Summer is in Northern Hemisphere’s winter making its 

products find good markets in the US and Europe. 



The Southern Grassland 



Paraguay 

•  Landlocked but Rio de la Plata provides outlet to the sea. 
-Estuary-broad river mouth formed where flooded river 
valley meets the sea. 

•  Itaipu Dam-one of the world’s largest hydroelectric 
projects. 
-Hope inexpensive hydroelectric power will make up for 
lack of minerals and resources. 



Uruguay 

•  Uruguay means “river of the painted bird”. 
-Brightly colored birds on Rio de la Plata. 

•  Pampas. 
•  75% of land livestock. 
•  10% raising feed grains. 
•  Large middle class. 
•  Hold free elections and citizens are required to vote. 

-Fined if they do not vote. 



Argentina 

•  Pampas. 
•  Wealthiest L. American nation in terms of GNP, but 

wealth unevenly distributed. 
•  Patagonia-region of Chile and Argentina south of the 

pampas. Dry, cold, and sometimes foggy. Suited for 
raising sheep.  
-Clothing brand named after this area. 


