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France 



France’s Regions 

�  Northern France lies the Paris Basin. 
-In the center is Paris, which is the economic, political, and cultural 
capital of  France. 

�  Southwest France has warm air and dry soil. Great condition to grow 
grapes. 
-Bordeaux=best wines. 

�  Alps-beautiful scenery. Snowcapped mountains. 
-1965, engineers dug a highway through Mount Blanc which  
straddles the border between France and Italy. 
-Ski resorts. 



France’s Regions 

�  French Riviera attracts millions of  tourists each year. 
-Warm climate and famous beaches. 

�  Cannes and Nice located here. 
-Cannes famous for its annual international film festival. 

�  Rhine River is Europe’s busiest waterway and forms part of  France’s 
border with Germany. 



Language and Culture 

�  Strong sense of  national identity. 

�  Before the 1500s, the language that is now called French was spoken 
only in and around Paris. 
-French kings decreed this be the language of  all the land. 
-Several other languages and dialects (variation of  language) in France. 

�  French take pride in intellectual and artistic achievements. 

�  Lead role in setting clothing styles. 



Language and Culture 

�  Paris-cultural center of  France. 

�  Several art galleries and museums including the Louvre. 
-Mona Lisa. 



Germany 



WWI and WWII 

�  In 1882 Germany joined Austria-Hungary and Italy to form the Triple 
Alliance. 
-Fought together in WWI. 

�  After war Germany had to pay for the victors reparations. Germany 
suffered economically. 
-Inflation raised. 1929 worldwide economic depression. 

�  1930s, Hitler promised to restore past glory and improve economy. 
-Blamed Jews and others he considered racially inferior. 

�  1939, invaded Poland and WWII began. 
 



Berlin Wall 

�  Western leaders established a democratic country-West Germany. 
Soviets set up communist East Germany. 

�  Berlin was located in East.  

�  Germany Berlin wall was built in 1961 by Communist East Germany to 
keep citizens from escaping to West Germany. 

�  November 9, 1989, East Germany announced that the borders would 
be open. 

�  Within weeks, sections of  the Berlin wall were destroyed. 



Germany 

�  Northern Germany is covered by the Northern German Plain, which is 
part of  the North European Plain. 
-Most of  the land is farmed. 

�  Manufacturing and Trade also important economic activities. 

�  Frankfurt-Germany’s banking center. Big population. 

�  Leading industrial nation of  Europe. 

�  Leading member of  European Union. 



The Benelux Countries 



The Benelux Countries 

�  Belgium, Netherlands, Luxembourg. 

�  Also called the Low Countries. 

�  Land area small but 27.5 million people. 

�  Belgium and the Netherlands are the most densely populated countries 
in Europe. 



The Netherlands 

�  The Dutch have created 1/5 of  their country’s land by reclaiming it 
from sea, lakes, and swamps. 

�  Almost 1/3 of  country is below sea level. 

�  More than half  the land is for agriculture. 



Belgium 

�  30% speak French and call themselves Waloons. 

�  55% speak Flemish, a dialect of  Dutch. 

�  French and Flemish both official languages. 

�  Decentralize its government-transfer power to smaller regions. 

�  3 regions: 
1. Wallonia 
2. Flanders 
3. Brussels 



Luxembourg 

�  Smaller than Rhode Island. 

�  3 Languages: 
1. French 
2. German 
3. Luxembourgish-a German dialect 

�  One of  the highest standards of  living in Europe. 

�  Member of  European Union. 



Switzerland and Austria 



Switzerland 

�  3 official languages: 
1. French 
2. German 
3. Italian 

�  Neutral country-does not take sides in conflicts, no European country 
has invaded its borders. 

�  One of  the highest standards of  living in the world. 
-Dairy farming. 
-Most turned into processed products such as chocolate and cheese. 

�  World leaders in the development of  new medicines. 



Austria 

�  Austria and Hungary separated after WWI.  

�  Cattle breeding and dairy farming. 

�  Deposits of  iron ore are mined in the eastern Alps. 


