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Spain and Portugal 



Spain and Portugal 
¡  Iberian Peninsula separating the Mediterranean Sea and 

Atlantic Ocean. 

¡  Portugal covers 1/6 of the land. 



Spain’s Physical 
Characteristics 
¡  The plateau of central Spain is known as Meseta. 

-Plateaus form most of Spain. 

¡  Rivers flow across the Meseta. 

¡ Meseta is in a rain shadow. 

¡ Dry Farming-method that leaves 
land unplanted every few years 
to gather moisture. 
-Wheat and barley. 



Spain’s Climate 
¡ Most of Spain has a Mediterranean climate of mild, rainy winters 

and hot, dry summers. 

¡  Southeastern Spain are drier than rest of the country. 
-Irrigation provides water for growing citrus fruits and olive trees. 



Spain’s Economic Activities 
¡  Shifted from agriculture to new industries. 

¡ Major export is transportation equipment. 

¡  Iron ore provides material for producing steel and other 
products. 



Portugal 
¡  Portugal is about the size of Indiana but more than one and a 

half times as many residents. 

¡ Abundant rainfall favors farming. 

¡ Major exports include olive oil, wine, and cork. 

¡  In the late 1990s, Ford and Volkswagen partnered in building a 
motor vehicle plant near Lisbon. 
-Lisbon=capital of Portugal. 



Italy 



Italy 
¡ Mediterranean climate. 

¡  In 1960s, 1/3 lived and worked on farms. Today only 10% do. 

¡  58 million people. 
-Mountains are hard to live on so most of the population live in 
certain areas leading to overcrowding. 

¡  Helped form the EU. 



Northern Italy 
¡ Often called European Italy. 

-Closest to Europe and resembles central Europe more. 

¡  Po River Valley has been the most productive agricultural areal. 
-Also important center of commercial industry with 2/3 of factory 
products made here. 

¡ Milan, Venice. 

¡  Ski resorts. 



Central Italy 

¡ Consists of Rome. 
-Capital because of central location and was the capital of the 
Roman Empire. 
-Colosseum ruins still there. 

¡ Within Rome is an area measuring less than 1 sq. mile known as 
Vatican City. 
-Serves as headquarters for Roman Catholic church. 
-Less than 1000 people live here. 
-St. Peter’s Basilica and Vatican Museums. 
-Smallest country in the world. 



Central Italy 



Southern Italy 
¡  Includes Sicily and Sardinia. 

¡ Agriculture not highly profitable here because of poor soil. 

¡ Many migrate to Northern Italy. 

¡ Naples. 



Greece 



Greece 
¡  Includes 2000 islands. 

¡ Covered by mountains and rocky soil. 
-Mt. Olympus is tallest peak rising 9570 ft. 

¡ Agriculture is important despite poor soil and sparse rainfall. 
-With financial assistance from government and EU, Greek 
farmers are growing new products for export. 

¡ Athens-one of the youngest capital cities in Europe. 
-1/3 of Greece’s 10.5 million people live in/around this city. 
-Traffic jams are so bad it is faster to walk than drive. 

¡ No point of Greece is more than 85 mi from the sea. 
-Greece relies heavily on trade over water. 



Greece’s Culture 
¡ Considered a Western nation because Western culture has so 

many of its roots in ancient Greece.  
-Some Western ideas about democratic government are based 
on Greek ideals. 

¡  Homer’s the Iliad and the Odyssey are poems about the Trojan 
War and fall of Troy that remain popular centuries after written. 
 


