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Poland’s 



Poland’s Physical Characteristics 

�  Covered by North European Plain. 

�  More than 2/3 is an open field. 

�  Fertile soil. 

�  Severe winters and mild summers. 

�  Large deposits of coal, copper, and sulfur. 

�  Depend on other countries for iron ore and petroleum. 



WWII 

�  Once home to 3 million Jews. 
-Today only about 9000 Jews. 
-Almost all Jews were killed in WWII. 

�  By war’s end, about 6 million Poles had been killed in 
WWII. 
-Half of these were Jews. 

�  About 6 million Jews killed across Europe. 



After Communism 

�  Communist government backed by the Soviet Union took 
control of Poland in the 1940s. 

�  The end of communism did not bring instant prosperity. 

�  Prices for food and products rose and many people 
became unemployed. 



Czech, Slovakia, and Hungary 



Czech Republic 

�  10 million people live in about the size of South 
Carolina. 

�  Plateaus and mountains. 

�  After WWI Czechoslovakia was created and the Czech 
Republic did not exist as an independent nation until 
1993. 

�  Privatization-process of selling government owned 
industries and businesses to private owners who can run 
them more efficiently 



Slovakia 

�  Also became independent in 1993. 

�  5 million people. 

�  Mixed economy of farming and manufacturing. 

�  Collective farming-government owned where they 
shared profits from their products. 
-Communism. 



Hungary 

�  90% are descended from Magyars who settled in the 
area in the 800s. 

�  Danube River divides into 2 parts. 
-East is a broad plain with fertile soil giving Hungary the 
nickname the “breadbasket” of Europe. 
-West is more plateaus and hills. 



Balkan Peninsula 



Balkan Peninsula 

�  Balkanize-break up into small, mutually hostile political 
units. 

�  Divided into many small nations. 

�  Most fell under Communist control in 1948. 



Romania 

�  23 million people. 

�  Speak a language derived from Latin and most are 
Eastern Orthodox. 

�  Terrible economy. 

�  Coca-cola spent $150 million to build up its operations 
there. 



Bulgaria 

�  Fertile soils. 

�  Summers are warm and winters are mild. 

�  Known as the garden of Eastern Europe. 

�  Slavic people as well as many Russians. 
-Welcomed Soviet control after WWII. 



Abania 

�  3.5 million people. 

�  Known as Europe’s hermit. 

�  Threatened and fearful of neighbors. 

�  Very poor country. 


