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Russia 

ò  Largest country in terms of  land. 

ò  Compared to the next largest countries, Russia is nearly twice 
the size as any other two put together. 

ò  Russia stretches across 11 time zones. 



Physical Characteristics 

ò  Mountains in South and East. 

ò  Plains cover most of  Russia west of  the Yenisei River. 

ò  Ural Mtns. divide Europe from Asia. 
-Low, tallest peak around 6200 ft. 
-Contain valuable minerals. 



Napoleon 

ò  Russian power was challenged when French emperor 
Napoleon led an invasion on Russia. 

ò  Napoleon captured Moscow. 
-As residents fled the city, they set it on fire depriving troops 
from food and materials. 

ò  Geography became Russia’s best defender.  
-Cold and distance  
-100,000 troops left Moscow, only 30,000 made it safely to 
France. 



Rise of  Communism 

ò  Dissatisfaction with czars (monarchs) increased. 

ò  1917, the Russian Revolution established a government based 
on the ideas of  Karl Marx. 
-He believed to achieve social equality, land and business 
should be owned by people in common (communism). 

ò  Union of  Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR) was established. 
-Each republic had its own soviet (governing council) 

ò  Supreme Soviet in Moscow made national laws. 



Rise of  Communism 

ò  V.I. Lenin and Joseph Stalin were Communist dictators. 

ò  Command Economy. 

ò  Many thought communism would improve lives. 
-They found communism became their new master. 
-Standard of  living remained poor and people had no freedom 
to make personal decisions or express opinions. 

ò  Those who resisted were sent to prison or executed. 



Rise of  Communism 

ò  Farmland reorganized into state farms and collective farms. 
-Farmers forced to work on them. 

ò  State farmers received wages. 

ò  Collective farmers shared any surpluses that remained after 
products were sold and costs were paid. 



End of  Communism 

ò  New leader began radical reforms. 
-Instituted glasnost which allowed citizens and news media to 
say what they wished without fear of  government persecution. 
-Perestroika-factory managers decided goods to produce and 
prices to charge. 

ò  1991, Russians voted in first democratic election. 



Economic Problems 

ò  Some Russians have prospered by starting their own business. 

ò  Others have lost jobs, benefits, and pensions. 

ò  Consumer goods have been scarce and many people cannot 
afford them. 

ò  After Soviet Union fell, government price control ended. 

ò  The currency of  Russia (ruble) had been equal to $1.75 USD. 
-Ended up being worth less than 1 US penny. 



Economic Problems 

ò  Health care declined. 

ò  Death rates rose and life expectancy declined. 

ò  Decrease in birth rates. 

ò  Population declined by more than 3 million. 


