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The Caucasus Nations 



The Caucasus Nations 
•  Consists of  Georgia, Armenia, and 

Azerbaijan. 
-Between the Black Sea and Caspian Sea. 

•  Existed as republics in the Soviet Union. 
-Populations still contain Russians and 
Ukrainians. 
-Economy still closely tied to Russia. 



Georgia 
•  Greater Caucasus Mountains to the north 

and Lesser Caucasus Mountains to the 
south. 

•  Known for fine wines. 

•  Tourist attraction for Russians and other 
European nations. 

•  Setback after communism. 
-Manufacturing and agriculture have been 
key factors for improvement. 
-Major supplier of  manganese (metallic 
chemical element). 



Georgia 
•  About 5 million people live in Georgia and 

70% are descendants of  ethnic Georgians. 
-Have occupied the area for over 2500 years. 
-Have maintained a distinctive language and 
culture. 



Armenia 
•  Landlocked. 
•  Rocky terrain but farmers grow a variety of  

crops. 

•  Rug making is a traditional craft here and in 
Azerbaijan. 

•  Small factories manufacture goods. 



Armenia 
•  Armenians are an ancient Indo-European 

people. 

•  Have occupied the land for over 2000 years. 
•  Adopted Christianity around 300 AD. 

-Majority are Christians today. 

•  Mount Ararat, peak where Noah’s ark is said 
to have settled, is a traditional symbol of  
Armenia. 
-Seen from Armenia but lies in the borders of  
Turkey. 



Armenia 
•  Bad relationship with Turkey. 
•  In WWI, Turks attempted to deport entire 

Armenian population. 

•  1/3 died by Turks in an act of  genocide. 



Azerbaijan 
•  8 million people and 90% are ethnic Azeris. 
•  Main source of  wealth-petroleum. 
•  Has caused severe environmental problems. 

-Caspian Sea has been polluted by sewage 
and petroleum wastes for decades. 
-As a result, far fewer fish are surviving. 

•  Predominantly Islamic and major tension 
with Armenia. 



Central Asian Nations 



Central Asian Nations 
•  Stretches from Caspian Sea to China’s 

western border. 

•  Emerged as 5 independent nations after the 
Soviet Union ended. 

•  Together, make up half  the size of  the US. 
•  All countries end in “stan” meaning “the land 

of”. The first part of  the name is the name of  
the largest ethnic group in the nation. 

 



People and Cultures 
•  Each country named after a single group, 

but home to a mixture of  people. 

•  Most in the area speak related Turkic 
languages as well as Russian. 

•  Islamic faith. 



Economic Activities 
•  Many people were nomadic herders. 
•  Soviet Union forced them to settle in villages 

and work on massive government farms. 

•  Soviet Union encouraged industrial 
development. 

•  Industrialization continued after they gained 
independence. 

•  Silk Road-traders moved silk along this route 
from 200 BC to 1500s. 
-Big tourist attraction today. 


