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Creation of Israel 

|  After WWII, Jews had no where to go. 

|  In 1948, The United Nations decided to split Palestine 
between Jews and the Arabs who already inhabited it.  
-Arabs were furious. 

|  The half that went to Jews became the new state of 
Israel. 
-Within hours, Arabs attacked. 

|  By the end of 1948, Israel clamed ¾ of Palestine and 
Egypt and Jordan divided the rest. 
-The Arabs of Palestine were left with no country at all. 



Israel’s Environment 

|  The Negev Desert is Israel’s driest region and covers over 
half the country. 

|  Israel produces almost all of its own food through 
irrigation. 

|  Between Israel and Jordan lies the Dead Sea, a huge salt 
water lake. 
-Because of the minerals, animals cannot live in it. 
-Israel has built processing plants to extract minerals from 
it for export. 



Israel’s Economy 

|  Could not produce enough employment for rapidly 
growing population, so they had to develop new 
economic activities. 

|  Israel is a world leader in: 
1. Medical laser technology 
2. Sophisticated weaponry 
3. Aerospace equipment 
4. Electronics 

|  ¾ of people work in areas such as education, housing, 
and tourism. 



Israel’s Diverse Cultures 

|  80% are Jewish. 

|  2 groups of Jews: Ashkenazi Jews and Sephardic Jews. 
-Ashkenazi migrated from northern and eastern Europe 
prior to 1948. 
-Sephardic Jews came after 1948 and tend to be poorer 
and less educated. 
-In recent years, the gap between the two have begun 
to close. 

|  20% of the population is Arab and includes Christians and 
Muslims. 
-Citizens and have political rights, but they believe they 
are discriminated against in education and employment. 



Jordan 

|  After the 1948 war, Jordan received the West Bank. 
-Fertile land for growing crops. 

|  1967, Jordan, Egypt and Syria attacked Israel and Israel 
gained control of the West Bank and East Jerusalem. 
-Jordan’s economy was devastated. 

|  After both wars many Palestinian refugees fled to Jordan. 
-Today about half the population are Palestinian Arabs. 



Lebanon 

|  Lebanon had a thriving economy until war hit in the 
1970s-1980s. 
-Politicial tensions grew among the groups. 
-In mid-1980s, Lebanon was in a state of anarchy or 
lawlessness. 
-Nobody could maintain order and militia walked around 
kidnapping people and starting fights. 
-After 16 years of civil war, political groups decided to 
share power once again. 
-Lebanon had to rebuild itself. 



Syria 

|  Syria was once a prosperous land. 

|  In 2011, protests grew out of discontent with President 
Assad and his government. 
-This turned into the Syrian Civil War. 
-About 5 million refugees have fled to other countries. 
-Around 400,000 have been killed. 
-War is still going on today. 



Iraq 

|  Saddam Hussein dictator. 

|  Persian Gulf War-In 1990, Iraq invaded Kuwait and gained 
control of a large percentage of the world’s oil. 
-The US attacked and liberated Kuwait in 1991 and Iraq 
suffered huge losses. 

|  Hussein built weapons of mass destruction, despite 
control from UN. 
-After 9/11, the US and Britain declared Hussein a threat 
to international security.  
-US and British troops invaded Iraq in 2003, and within a 
month removed Hussein from power. 

|  Executed in 2006. 



Arabian Peninsula 

|  The Empty Quarter is about the size of Texas and the 
world’s largest sand desert. 

|  Does not have a single body of fresh water and has the 
least amount of water of any large landmass. 

|  Largest known petroleum reserves. 
-OPEC (Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries)-
countries that produce a high amount of petroleum 
come together to decide on how much to produce and 
the price. 



Saudi Arabia 

|  Family is the most important social unit. 

|  There are no public places of entertainment (movie 
theaters, night clubs) and most people spend their free 
time at home with family. 

|  Women cannot associate with men outside of immediate 
family. 
-Profession must be where contact is with only women. 



Saudi Arabia 

|  Mecca and Medina, both prominent cities in Islamic 
faith, are located in Saudi Arabia. 

|  2 million people every year partake in the hajj, or 
pilgrimage to Mecca, to see the Kaaba. 
-Kaaba is a giant black box. 
-Inside the Kaaba is a black stone they believe was sent 
by God. 

|  Hatred for the US. 
-Saudi-born Osama bin Laden and al-Qaida attacked US 
on 9/11 and justified it by arguing that thousands of 
“infidel” American troops were stationed on Islamic soil. 



Turkey 

|  A large international debt and inflation have troubled 
the country since the 1960s. 

|  Turkey, however, has made progress. 

|  Most industrialized nation in Southwest Asia.  

|  Has one of the few freely elected governments in the 
region. 



Iran 

|  In the 1920s, a shah (ruler) came into power to change 
Iran. Over the years, Iran became more Westernized. 

|  Resentment against the shah eventually developed and 
people wanted a democracy. Others wanted it ran in 
strict obedience to Islam law. 

|  1979, people revolted and Iran was declared an Islamic 
republic. 
-Government set out to rid the country of all Western 
influences.  

|  Still a struggle for political power today. 


