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Chapter 25 



Egypt’s Physical 
Characteristics 

v  Egypt is a land of  wide deserts divided by the Nile River. 
-Without river it would be solely desert. 
-Egypt referred to as the gift of  the  
Nile. 

v  Nile is the world’s longest river. 
-Begins in Central Africa and flows  
north before emptying into  
Mediterranean Sea. 

v  At the end, Nile forks into two  
branches. Between 2 branches is  
Nile Delta. 

v  99% of  people live in Nile Valley or  
Delta. 



Egypt’s Physical 
Characteristics 

v  West of  the Nile is the Libyan Desert and east is Arabian desert. 

v  Strong winds blow constantly across the Sahara. 

v  In summer, a special wind known as khamsin create sandstorms 
that blow hot air, dust, and grit into the Nile Valley. 
 

v  Oases, due to presence of  water, are only arable land in desert. 



Egypt’s Settlement 
v  Over half  of  Egypt’s population lives in rural areas but more 

people are moving to cities. 

v  Cities cannot hold all the people moving there. 
-New arrivals are unable to find jobs and housing. 
-Unwilling to return to their village, they live in tents. 



Ancient Egypt 
v  Egyptians were among the first people in the world to set up 

organized government and religion and to invent a written 
language. 

v  Pyramids built southwest of  Cairo to be used as tombs for 
pharaohs. 
-Believed spirit might return to body after death. 
-Bodies preserved in process known as mummification. 
-Believed spirit might need nourishment and assistance so food, 
furniture, jewelry, and gold were placed in tombs. 



Cultural Change 
v  Over the years, Egypt was ruled by Greek conquerors as well as 

Roman conquerors. 

v  In 642 AD, Arabs conquered Egypt. 
-Arabic became the official language and Islam official religion. 
-Today over 90% are Muslims. 



European Intervention 
v  Suez Canal linked Mediterranean and Red Seas.  

-Made Egypt a vital link between Britain and eastern colonies in 
Asia. 

v  In 1875, Egypt faced debt so Britain purchased Egypt’s share of  
the Suez Canal. 
-Nationalists revolted and were defeated and Britain troops 
remained for decades. 



Economic Activities 
v  Fast growing population straining economy. 

v  1960, Egypt produced almost all its food. 
-Today imports over half. 

v  Plan to increase arable land through irrigation but will not be as 
naturally fertile as Nile Valley. 

v  In the past, Egypt’s main export was cotton. Today it’s oil and 
petroleum.  

v  Lacking skilled workers. 
-Large pool of  educated people but lose these professionals to 
wealthier countries. 



Libya and the Maghreb 
v  North African countries west of  Egypt are Libya and the 

Maghreb nations-Tunisia, Algeria, and Morocco. 

v  Maghreb comes from Arabic term meaning “land farthest west”. 

v  Region is a blend of  African, European, and Asian influences. 



Early Movement 
v  Around 5000 BC Berbers-original inhabitants of  North Africa 

-became farmers and herders instead of  nomads. 

v  Settled in villages along Mediterranean coast. 

v  Camels imported from Central Asia and helped North Africa 
establish trade routes with people south of  Sahara. 

v  Crossed the desert in caravans-large groups of  merchants who 
joined together to travel in safety. 



Rural Life 
v  Farmers live in rural villages in mud or stone houses with only 

one room. 
-Family’s supply of  water must be carried from the village well 
each day. 

v  Begin work at dawn, take a several hour break during the day 
when it is the hottest, then work until dusk. 



Desert Nomads 
v  Most distinctive nomadic group is the Tuareg who live in the 

central and southern Sahara. 
-Speak their own language 
-Means “free men” 

v  Severe droughts have forced them to settle in villages and work on 
farms. 



Libya Today 
v  In 1951, newly independent Libya was one of  the poorest nations 

in Africa. 

v  1961, discovery of  oil and oil wells put into production. 

v  Today oil makes up 99% of  exports. 

v  In 1969, Qaddafi overthrew monarchy and established unique 
form of  socialism. 
-Wanted equal distribution of  wealth among people. 
-Got rid or western influences such as bars and night clubs. 
-Men banned from wearing jeans and no pants or short skirts for 
women. 



Tunisia and Morocco 
Today 

v  Tunisia spends 15% of  money on education and education is free 
from primary grades through universities. 

v  Tunisia and Morocco have increased revenues by manufacturing 
clothing for export. 

v  Phosphates are exported by both countries. 


