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MOHANDAS GANDHI 

v  Since the mid-1700s, Britain has controlled India.  

v Gandhi led India to independence. 

-Believed in using nonviolent protests against Britain. 

-Believed peace and love were more powerful than violence. 

-Attracted support from other countries. 

v  1935, Britain gave in and established provinces that were governed by Indians. 



RELIGIOUS CONFLICT IN 
INDIA 

v  1940s, conflict between Hindus and Muslims deepened.  

-Bad relationship for hundreds of  years. 

v Britain offered independence to India on the condition they could agree on a 

form of  government. 

-Hindus and Muslims were unable to agree. 

v The only solution was a partition-divide into parts-into Hindu and Muslim 

countries. 

-Most became the Hindu Republic of  India and where the Muslims lived became 

Pakistan. 



FORMING BANGLADESH 
v War between India and Pakistan formed Bangladesh. 

v When Pakistan became independent, it consisted of  2 regions-East Pakistan 

and West Pakistan. 

-Separated by 1100 miles of  Indian territory. 

v East Pakistan paid higher taxes while the government was located in West 

Pakistan and they spent more than half  of  the nation’s budget. 

-East Pakistan felt like a colony.  

v The two fought and with the help of  India, East Pakistan became Bangladesh.  



INDIA’S RELIGIOUS LIFE 
v Majority practice Hinduism-polytheistic religion that teaches unity of  all life. 

-Believe every living thing has a spirit which comes from the Creator, Brahma. 

-Treat animals with respect, especially cows which are considered sacred. 

v Reincarnation-belief  that souls go through a series of  births, deaths, and 

rebirths. 

-Believe the soul passes from body to body until it is pure enough to be united 

with Brahma. 



INDIA’S RELIGIOUS LIFE 
v  Society organized by the caste system-people are classified into a social 

hierarchy where people are born  

into a group and given a rank in  

society. 

-People can improve their  

position in the next life by  

carrying out their duties.  



INDIA’S VILLAGE LIFE 
v  7 out of  10 live in villages and farm for a living. 

v  The poor have houses made of  mud and grass. 

v When a man marries, he brings his wife to live in his parents’ house along with 

other relatives, known as a joint family system. 

v Modern technology is now reaching these villages such as electricity, TV, and 

movies. 

v  In the cities, some have more than 10 million people. 



ECONOMIC 
IMPROVEMENTS 

v Only a few families own enough land to support themselves farming.  

-Almost half  of  the farmers have no land at all. 

-65% are farmers. 

v  1950s, only 16% could read and write. 

-Today about 50% yet many kids are still dropping out. 

v  In 1950s, life expectancy was only 32 years old. 

-Today, it is in the 60s. 

 



AFGHANISTAN 
v  In 1990s, a radical Muslim group called the Taliban controlled most of  the nation. 

v  One of  the extremists was Osama bin Laden who led an international terrorist 

group call al-Qaida.  

-In 1998, bin Laden said killing Americans and allies was a religious duty. 

-Linked to numerous attacks on Americans. 

v  Attacks on 9/11. 

v  Taliban continued to hide bin Laden. 

v  Bin Laden was not found and executed until 2011. 



BANGLADESH 
v  8th most populous country in the world. 

v  Population of  Mexico and Canada combined in an area the size of  Wisconsin. 

v  Lack of  food because of  overpopulating. 



OTHER COUNTRIES 
v Nepal-has the tallest mountain range in the world, the Himalayan Mountains. 

-Mount Everest is the tallest peak. 

v  Sri Lanka-island in the Indian Ocean. 

-Tea is a major crop and produce about 1/8 of  the world’s tea. 


