
Chapter 3 

Population and Culture 



Study of Human Geography 
� Human geography includes languages, religions, 

customs, and economic and political systems. 
� Demography-the study of populations. 

 -Birth, marriage, migration, death 
� Culture-the beliefs and actions that define a group 

of people’s way of life. 

 



Study of Human Geography 
� There are about 7.5 Billion people in the world. 
� Population density is the average number of people 

in a square mile. 
 -Some areas are very high while others have 

very few inhabitants. 
 -Almost all people live on a small share of 

earth’s surface. 



Population Density 
� Population density can be calculated by the total 

population of a region divided by the region’s land 
area. 

 -Misleading 
 -Arable land-land that can be farmed 



Population Growth 
� Population is growing dramatically. 

 -Modern technology, improved medical care 
� The growth rate poses a problem for poorer 

countries and the world as a whole. 



Population Growth 

  



Effects of Growth 
� Some demographers predict increase in famine, 

disease, and natural resource depletion. 
� Others are optimistic and believe that as the 

number of humans increase so will levels of 
technology and creativity. 



Patterns of Settlement 
�  The densest concentrations of people are in East and 

South Asia, Europe and North America. 
�  Metropolitan areas-central cities surrounded by suburbs. 
�  Urbanization-the growth of city populations. 

 -Urban populations are growing twice as fast as rural 
(countryside) populations. 



Patterns of Settlement 



Culture 
�  Material Culture includes objects that people make such 

as food, clothes, architecture, arts, etc. 
�  Nonmaterial Culture includes ideas such as religion, 

language, spiritual beliefs, government systems, etc. 
�  Culture is passed down and can change, but it very 

slowly. 



Language 
�  Language is the cornerstone of culture. Without it, 

people would not be able to communicate. 
 -Not all cultures have a written language. 

�  Language reflects a culture’s identity. People who speak 
the same language often share other customs. 

 (-Many societies also include large groups of people 
who speak different languages. 

 Ex. India has more than 700 languages.) 



Religion 
�  Religion helps people answer questions about the 

meaning and purpose of life. 
 -It supports the values that a group of people 

consider important. 
�  Monotheism-worship of one God. 
�  Polytheism-worship of multiple gods. 
�  Religious practices such as prayer and rituals vary 

among cultures. 



Social Organizations 
�  Family is the most important unit of social organization 

among cultures. 
�  Most cultures have social classes that rank people in 

order of status. 
 -Money, occupation,  
 education, ancestry. 
 -In the past, a person was  
 usually born into a class and  
 stayed their for life. Today,  
 many cultures have  
 social mobility. 

 



Women and Minorities 
�  In some cultures, limits are imposed on women, ethnic 

and religious minorities. 
 -Chinese women and foot bounding. 

�  People may be denied jobs, have property seized by 
government, or be forced to live in a restricted area.

 -WWII 
 



Cultural Convergence 
�  Cultural convergence occurs when the skills, arts, ideas, 

habits, and institutions of one culture come in contact 
with those of another culture. 

 -Mexican food in America 
�  Diffusion-when a cultural element is transmitted across 

some distance from one group group to another. 
 -Occurs through the migration of people who take 

their culture with them. 



What Defines a Country? 
�  There are almost 200 independent countries in the world. 
�  Each has 4 specific characteristics that define it as a 

country: 
 1. Clearly defined territory 
 2. Population 
 3. Sovereignty 
 4. Government 



Territory 
�  A country’s territory includes the land, water, and natural 

resources within its boundaries.  
�  Natural divisions such as rivers or mountains serve as 

boundaries. 
�  Boundaries can expand or shrink as a result of war. 



Population 
�  The size of the population does not determine the 

existence of a country. 
�  Some countries have vast lands that are largely 

unpopulated. 
 -Canada, Australia  

�  Some countries are small in terms of land area but have 
high populations. 

 -Japan 
 



Sovereignty 
�  Sovereignty is a nation’s freedom from outside control. 
�  A sovereign country is one that can rule itself by 

establishing its own policies and determining its own 
course of action.  



Government 
�  Government is the institution through which a society 

makes and enforces its public policies and provides for 
its common needs.  

�  These needs include keeping order within a society, 
protecting the society from outside threats, and 
providing some services to its people. 



Government Structure 
�  Unitary system-one central government runs the nation. 

 -Great Britain 
�  Federation-some powers are given to the national 

government and some are reserved for the local 
government. 

 -USA 



Government Authority 
�  Authoritarian-leaders hold all political power. 

 -Dictatorship-authoritarian government where 
absolute power is held by a small group or one person. 
Most dictators use military force to gain and exercise 
power. 

 -Monarchy-inherit their position by being born into 
the ruling family (King). Today, most monarchies are 
constitutional monarchies. Real power rests with an 
elected lawmaking body.  
 



Government Authority 
�  Democracy-a country in which the people choose their 

leaders and have the power to set government policy.  
 -Citizens have the right to choose the 

representatives making the laws. 
 -A Constitutional Monarchy can be a democracy. 
  



Economic Systems 
�  Any economic system must answer 3 basic questions: 

 1. What (and how many) goods and services will be 
produced? 

 2. How will these products be produced? 
 3. How will the products and the wealth gained from 

their sale be distributed? 
 



Traditional Economy 
�  A traditional economy is when families produce goods 

and services for their own use, with little surplus and 
exchange of goods. 



Market Economy 
�  A market economy is an economic system in which 

decisions about production, price, and other economic 
factors are made by private individuals, or groups, and 
based on supply and demand. 

 -Limited government regulations such as worker 
health and safety and environmental pollution. 



Command Economy 
�  A command economy is controlled by a single central 

government. 
 -The government owns and operates all businesses 

and decides what to make, how much to pay workers 
and how much the product will cost. 

 -Communism 



Mixed Economy 
�  A mixed economy is a mix of all 3 economies. 

 -Socialism believes that the state should own and 
run some basic industries. They believe that wealth should 
be distributed more evenly and everyone is entitled to 
certain goods and services.  

 -Welfare states and high tax rates on citizens. 


