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Australia 

ò  Both a country and a continent. 

ò  6th largest country in area and smallest continent. 

ò  Aborigines (original inhabitants) crossed a land bridge from 
Southeast Asia to Australia 50k years ago. 

ò  European settlement began in the late 1700s.  

ò  Britain used Australia as a solution for their overcrowded 
prisons.  
-After their sentences, many stayed in Australia and other 
settlers joined them looking for land. 



Australia 

ò  The aborigines suffered terrible loss killed by European 
diseases or weapons. 
-Went from 300,000 in 1700s to 50,000 today. 

ò  Most immigrants came from Britain until WWII. 
-After the war, many came from Greece and Italy. 
-Today, many come from Southeast Asia countries. 

ò  Most people live on the Urban rim-cities located on the eastern 
and southeastern coasts. 
-90% of  people live within 100 miles of  the ocean. 



Major Cities 

ò  Population is around the 8 largest cities. 
-These cities are the capitals of  Australia’s 7 states and its 
nation’s capital Canberra. 

ò  Perth and Adelaide-Perth is one of  the world’s most remote 
cities and more than 1400 miles from the next major city, 
Adelaide. 

ò  Urban rim-3 of  Australia’s most important cities are here: 
Sydney, Melbourne, and Canberra. Sydney is the oldest and 
largest city in Australia. Melbourne is the 2nd largest city. 



Major Cities 

ò  Canberra-Nation’s capital. Models government after Britain. It 
has a parliament with a prime minister and a cabinet. However, 
power is divided between the federal and state government. 

ò  Hobart-Hobart is the capital of  the island Tasmania. They only 
have about 190,000 inhabitants. 

ò  The Sunshine Coast-Off  the coast is the Great Barrier Reef, the 
largest coral reef  in the world. It extends for about 1250 miles. 
-In 2016, the northern part of  the reef  (about 500 miles) died 
due to global climate change. 



Environmental Change 

ò  Outback-harsh wilderness region of  the central and western 
plains and plateaus. 

ò  Aborigines believed in taking from the land what was needed 
to survive and not destroying earth. 

ò  The Europeans viewed it differently. 

ò  In 1851, gold was discovered in the Outback.  
-Gold is one of  many mineral resources. 

ò  Sheep and cattle ranches account for most of  the economic 
activity in the outback. 
-Australia is a world leader in wool production and producers 
of  cattle. 



New Zealand 

ò  Lies about 1000 miles east of  Australia. 

ò  2 islands called the North Island and the South Island. 
-3/4 live on the N. Island. 

ò  Maori are the original inhabitants. 

ò  79% of  the 3.7 million people are European descent. 

ò  Produces ¼ of  the world’s kiwifruit.  



Antarctica 

ò  Large mushroom-shaped continent that accounts for 1/10 of  the 
world’s land. 

ò  Few plants and animals can live here. 

ò  Only major landmass without permanent human settlement. 

ò  The ice makes it the highest continent with an average elevation of  
1.3 miles vs. an average 0.6 miles for the rest of  the world’s land.  

ò  The average thickness of  the ice cap is 5600-7200 ft. 

ò  The weight is so heavy it makes the land sink below sea level. 
-If  the ice melted, the land would rise 260 feet.  



Antarctica 

ò  On average, the temp is -71 F. One of  the coldest temps 
recorded is -128 F. 

ò  Dry region with little snowfall. Only receives about 2 inches of  
precipitation a year, which is less than the deserts of  Africa 
and Asia. 

ò  Many wanted to claim the land, but the world’s most powerful 
nations decided it must be occupied and governed for a 
national claim to be valid.  

ò  12 countries signed the Antarctic Treaty in 1961 providing 
peaceful use of  the continent and the sharing of  scientific 
research. 


