
CHAPTER 6 

A Profile of the  
United States 



US Wealth 
�  The USA is the world’s 4th largest country in area and 

3rd most populous. 
�  Very wealthy. Highest Gross National Product (GNP) 

in the world. GNP is the total value of goods 
produced and services provided by a country’s 
citizens during one year. 

�  How did the US become so wealthy? 
1.  Natural resources 
2.  Innovations in transportation 
3.  Innovations in communication 
4.  Respect for individual freedom. 



Natural Resources-Farming 

�  Land is one of the most abundant resources. 
�  1790-more than ¾ lived on farms. 
�  Today, less than ¼ live in rural areas. Farm exports 

bring in $50 billion annually. 
�  Half the land is used for raising crops and animals. 

 -In Nebraska, farming makes up over 90% of the 
state’s total area of land.  



Natural Resources-Forests 

�  Late 1800s to early 1900s, forests were depleted/ 
converted to farmland moving the lumber industry 
out west.  

 Today almost half of the nation’s lumber is 
located west of the Rocky Mountains. 
�  Better management of timber.  

 -national parks 
 -harvesting regulations, reforestation 



Natural Resources-Minerals 

�  Coal-a solid fossil fuel used as a source of energy for 
industry, homes, and transportation. 

�  Oil and natural gas. 
�  All three fossil fuels are nonrenewable and vital. 

Require careful management. 



Transportation-Water 

�  1800s-transportation faster on water than land. 
�  Steamboats had power to travel against wind and 

current. 
�  Canals (artificial waterways) made more places 

accessible by water. 
 -The Erie Canal connected Lake Erie to the 

Hudson River to float crops from west to NYC.  
 -Settlement 

�  These made transportation speedy and cheap. 
 
 



Transportation-Water 



Transportation-Land 

�  Railroads replaced steam to transport goods. 
 -Transcontinental railroad linked east and west coast. 
 -By 1900, most people were within reach of a 

railroad. (Settlement) 
 -Spurred economic growth. 



Transportation-Land 

�  The automobile brought the next revolution in 
transportation. 

 -The nation built an interstate highway system 
to connect major cities. 

 -Let people go anywhere they wanted anytime 
they wished. 

 -Moved from cities to suburbs. 
 



Transportation-Land 



Communication Technology 

�  Samuel Morse invented the telegraph, which sent 
messages by an electric current. 

�  Alexander Graham Bell invented the telephone. 
Phones connected people from coast to coast. 

�  Telecommunication, communication by electronic 
means, are important for doing business. 

 -Internet, telephone, satellite, etc. 



Communication Technology 



Individual Freedoms 

�  Free enterprise allows individuals to own, operate, 
and profit from their own business. 

�  Any hardworking person, regardless of wealth, 
cultural background, or religion, can find success in 
the US. 

 -This belief draws many immigrants to the 
country. 



Economy Changes 

�  The US economy began with agriculture.  
�  Shift towards industry and manufacturing.  
�  Service industries now make up a large share of the 

nation’s economy.  
 -Education, entertainment, government 

�  Cities are centers of transportation and production. 



Metropolitan Areas 

�  Today, the US mainly consists of city dwellers. 
�  The country has over 250 metropolitan areas (a 

major city and its surrounding suburbs) 



Cities and Towns 

�  About 80% of people live in metropolitan areas and 
20% live in small towns. 

�  Metropolises-large cities 
�  Hinterlands-areas that metropolises influence 
�  NYC, Chicago, LA-largest metropolises, influence 

country. 
�  Atlanta, Denver, San Antonio are regional 

metropolises. They have smaller hinterlands but 
advanced medical facilities, major-league teams, 
expensive clothing stores. 



Cities and Towns 

�  Smaller cities such as Des Moines and Nashville have 
smaller hinterlands. They have large shopping 
centers, daily newspapers, etc. 

�  Towns are small and services limited. They have car 
dealerships, fast food, and medium sized 
supermarkets. 

�  Villages typically have small grocery stores or general 
stores.  



Cities and Towns 


