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Regions of  the US 
Chapter 7 



4 Regions 

S  Regions classified by US Government. 

4 Regions: Northeast, Midwest, West, and South 



The Northeast 



Physical Characteristics of  the 
Northeast 

S  Known for its beautiful landscape.  
 
Scenery includes Niagara Falls in NY, craggy coast of  ME, 
and farmlands of  PN. 

S  Tourists go to the NE for world famous cities.  
-NYC cultural center of  nation. 
-Philadelphia and Boston view nation’s history. 



Physical Characteristics of  the 
Northeast 



Natural Resources of  the 
Northeast 

S  The Northeast has few natural resources.  
-Rocky soils and steep hills. 

S  One major resource is its waters.  

S  Thriving fishing industry. 



Leader in Industry 

S  Rivers in NE move swiftly.  

S  Industrialists harness power of  rivers with water wheels, 
which convert water power into machine power. 

S  Factories were built at waterfalls. 

S  Early 1900s, NE was the most productive manufacturing 
region in the world 



Megalopolis 

S  Industries developed and cities grew.  

S  Europeans were attracted to job opportunities. 
-1840-80,000 European immigrants; 1850-308,000 
European immigrants. 

S  Megalopolis (a very large city) the area from Boston to DC. 
-52 million people (2010) live in Megalopolis; 16% of  US 
population on 2% of  nation’s land area. 

S  Concerns include short on water or facilities for waste 
disposal. 

 



The South 

S  The south is a region that is rich in resources and culture.  

S  Stands out from rest of  the country because of  humid, 
subtropical climate and mixed forests.  



The South’s Climate 

S  Warmer since it is closer to equator. 

S  Gulf  of  Mexico and Caribbean Sea bring a lot of  
precipitation to most of  the region. 
-Mangrove trees-tropical trees that grow in swampy ground 
along costal areas. 
-Bayous-marshy inlets of  lakes/rivers in LA. 
-Everglades-swampland covered with tall grass in FL. 

S  Less rain more west. TX and OK have a warm, semiarid 
climate. 



The South’s Climate 



The South’s Agriculture 

S  Rich, fertile soils for crops. 
-Native Americans grew maize, squash, beans, tobacco. 

S  Europeans migrated to the south for the soil. 
-Plantations, slavery. 
-Tobacco, rice, cotton. 

S  Farming is still an important part of  the south’s economy. 



The South’s Resources 

S  1840s, Textile Mills (fabric) in the Carolinas began being 
built. Cities built around them. 
-Still produce a variety of  fabrics today. 

S  Texas has some of  the largest oil reserves in the US.  



The Growing South 

S  In the 1950s, many businesses moved from the north to the south. 
-Reasons to move business south: 

 1. Industrial plants were in better condition 
 2. Land was cheaper. 
 3. Labor unions were less common so labor costs were cheaper. 

-Thousands moved for job opportunities. 

S  The south has grown as a retirement and tourism center. 

S  Sunbelt-band of  southern states from Carolinas to Southern Cali. 
-West and South regions. 



Southern Population 

S  Southern population increased by 20% in 1970s.  

S  By 1995, Texas was the second most populous state (Cali 
1st) in the US. 

S  Over half  of  America’s African American population live 
in the south. 

S  Hundreds of  thousands of  Hispanics also reside in the 
south. 



Major Cities in the South 

S  New Orleans-major trading center. 

S  Miami-gateway to the Caribbean and South America. 

S  Atlanta-major airline hub. 

S  Houston-large industrial and trading center. 



The Midwest 



The Midwest Agriculture 

S  Farms unite this region. 

S  Flat and fertile soil. 

S  Winters cold/summers long and hot. 

S  Variations in climate and soil affect farming. 
 



The Midwest Agriculture 

S  Midwestern farms are among the most productive in the 
world.  

S  High wheat output has gained the midwest the nickname 
“the nation’s breadbasket” 

S  Productivity is one factor for American’s being well fed. 

S  The US is able to export large amounts of  the produce to 
other countries. 



The Midwest Agriculture 

S  The number of  farms decrease year after year.  

S  Farm size and output have increased dramatically.  

S  The Mercantile Exchange is the world’s biggest market for 
eggs, hogs, cattle, and other farm products. 

S  Grain exchange-a place where buyers and sellers deal for 
grain. 



The Midwest Resources 

S  Minnesota-iron ore production. 

S  Indiana and Illinois-coal. 

S  Indiana and Ohio-steel mills. 

S  The automobile industry grew up in Detroit. 



The West 



The West’s Available Water 

S  The abundance or scarcity of  water is the major factor 
shaping the west’s natural vegetation, economic activity, and 
population density.  

S  Most of  the west is semiarid or arid. 

S  Other areas have adequate rainfall. 
-Deciduous and Coniferous forests.  
 



The West’s Natural Resources 

S  The Rocky Mountains and Sierra Nevada lie on a 
storehouse of  minerals-gold, silver, uranium. 

S  Gold rush. 

S  Forestry-Almost half  of  the nation’s lumber comes from 
the Pacific Northwest. 

S  The billions of  fish caught on the Pacific Coast bring in 
billions of  dollars a year. 

 



The Growth of  Western Cities 

S  The transcontinental railroad spiked the growth of  the 
cities. 

S  Los Angeles is the nation’s 2nd largest city. (NYC 1st) 

S  To support its growing population, LA has to obtain huge 
amounts of  water through aqueducts (large pipes that 
carry water over long distances).  

S  Droughts have increased spending for recycling and 
conservation. 



Alaska and Hawaii 

S  Alaska is the largest state but one of  the least populated.  

 -741,000 people. 

 -Tundra. 

S  Hawaii has 8 main islands and 100 smaller ones.  

 -2000 miles from the US mainland. 

 -Tropical climate. 


