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Canada’s Regions 

�  Canada’s 10 provinces and 3 territories are divided 
into 5 regions based on physical features, culture, and 
economy. 

�  Regions are more distinct than those in the US. 
 -Smaller population and government structure 

which gives a great deal of power to provinces. 



Canada’s Regions 



Atlantic Provinces 

�  4 provinces in southeastern corner that border the 
Atlantic Ocean. 
1. Newfoundland and Labrador 
2. Prince Edward Island 
3. Nova Scotia 
4. New Brunswick 

�  Smallest region-5% of Canada’s land 

 and 8% of its people. 



Great Lakes and St. 
Lawrence Provinces 

�  Quebec and Ontario are the center of Canada’s 
population and economic activity. 

�  60% of Canada’s population live in this region around 
the Great Lakes and St. Lawrence River valley. 

 



Ontario 

�  Toronto is Ontario’s capital.  
-Largest metropolitan area in Canada. 
-Contains 1/3 of Canada’s largest companies as well 
as Canada’s banking and financial center. 

�  Ottawa, Canada’s capital, is located in southeastern 
Ontario. 



Quebec 

�  Largest province in terms of area.  

�  Population not equally distributed.  

�  Mainly forests and rivers.  

�  Montreal is Quebec’s largest city. 



The Prairie Provinces 

�  Alberta, Manitoba, and Saskatchewan lie in 
southwestern Canada. 

�  Associated with rolling fields of wheat. 

�  Provides most of Canada’s grain and cattle.  

�  Oil and natural gas in Alberta provide a source of 
wealth for the region. 



British Columbia 

�  The westernmost region. 

�  Mountains cover almost all of British Columbia. 

�  4/5 of the providence’s residents live in Vancouver.  



Northern Territories 

�  The northern 40% consists of the Yukon Territory, 
Northwest Territories, and Nunavut.  
-Nunavut is the newest being established in 1999 

�  These territories are cold, largely treeless, and has 
fewer than 1% of Canada’s population. 

�  Most people who live here are natives who call 
themselves “Inuit”. 

�  Contains a rich deposit of minerals. 
-Gold, silver, uranium, and more. 



National Identity 

�  People identify more strongly with regional or ethnic 
groups than the nation as a whole.  

�  40% of Canadians have British ancestors and 27 
percent French. 



Understanding the Past 

�  The first people in Canada were the Native Americans 
and Inuit. 

�  1600s-England and France began colonizing and 
battling each other for control of the land. 

�  In 1763 French surrendered all of its empire and 
Britain gained control of the entire region. 



Canada and Britain 

�  Canada remained under British rule until 1867 when 
Britain created the Dominion of Canada. 
-This gave Canada its own government but foreign 
policy and military decisions were still made by the 
British. 

�  Canada became completely independent in 1931 when 
the last British controls ended. 



Canada and the French 

�  When France lost its empire, 70,000 French colonists 
lived in the area.  

�  Today, the French-Canadian population is ¼ of the 
total population. 

�  Both English and French are official languages of 
Canada. 
-Only 15% of Canadians speak both languages. 



Urbanization 

�  1900-about 1/3 of the population lived in urban areas. 
Today 77% live in cities. 

�  Urbanization has many challenges: 
1. Providing housing and services. 
2. Controlling pollution. 
3. Preventing overcrowding. 



Canada and the USA 

�  The border between Canada and the United State is 
the longest undefended border in the world (5000 
miles) 

�  Canada buys about 25% of the US exports and the US 
buys about 85% of Canada’s exports. 

�  Free Trade Agreement (FTA)-eliminated tariffs(tax on 
imports) between the two countries. 

�  The North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) 
established a free-trade zone across all of North 
America (Mexico). 


