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Welcome to Art Class! 
This is going to be a great semester! We are going to learn a lot 
and practice making art. This is a challenging but rewarding class. 
By the end of the semester, you should see a marked difference in 
your artistic skills. Be prepared to work and to contribute to a 
positive, creative environment.

Class Rules
1. Follow directions right away.

2. Keep hands, feet and objects to yourself.

3. Respect supplies and property. Stay on task and be positive.
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Class Description 

Visual Arts 1 is a beginning art 
class that will include a variety of 
art techniques and materials. You 
will be doing things  such as 
drawing, painting, sculpting, and 
designing. You will also get 
instruction on art appreciation, 
vocabulary and history. Students 
will learn about the elements of art 
as well as principles of design, 
then practice using them. You will 
experience a mixture of lecture, 
writing, reading, classwork and 
hands on application. Class is 
designed according to the MDOE 
standards. Students are expected 
to solve problems and complete 
assignments using creativity and 
originality. 

Supplies 

Bound Sketchbook, Pencils, 1 
22x28 White Poster Board, 1 
Black Sharpie (thick and thin) 
and a $20.00 art lab fee. 

(This fee purchases the 
supplies that you will use this 
semester.) 

I supply everything else that 
you need for this class. You 
may bring your own supplies 
and use them on projects, if 
you wish.
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Grading 

Class Participation 15% 

(includes bell work) 

Final/ Independent Project 10% 

Sketchbook/Bell work 10%  

Quizzes 30% 

Projects 35% 

(includes reflection and critique) 

Requirements 

Bring supplies every day. You will 
complete at least three drawings 
in your sketchbook each week. 
This is to be done outside of 
class.  

Assignments are based on 
completion of projects and the 
individual student’s adherence to 
directions. Grades will be based 
on a rubric with opportunities for 
reflection. 

Participation grades will be taken 
on all class assignments. Many 
things that are done in class are a 
part of your overall grade. STAY 
ON TASK! 

Procedures
When the bell rings, you should be in your seat with your pencil and 
sketchbook out, writing. All bell work should be finished about five 
minutes after the bell. Bring your sketchbook to class every day. 

Be on time! Tardy students will be sent to the office.

You will receive two bathroom passes each 9 weeks. You may use those 
as you wish or turn them in at the end of the 9 weeks for extra credit.

Respect class time by asking permission to walk or talk. Phones need to 
be put up during formal time. 

Respect studio time by staying on task and contributing to a positive 
class environment.

We will clean up the last 5-10 minutes of class. This is part of your 
participation grade.

Backpacks need to remain out of isles. Put them under your chair.

Projects may be kept in your designated spot in the classroom as you 
work on them. You are responsible for completing work and turning it 
in on the due date.

Artwork may be put on display by the teacher. Show pride in yourself 
and always do your best.

If you have an excused absence, your project will still be due. You will 
not get extra class time to finish projects. If you miss class, take your 
project home and finish it there. Quizzes will have to be made up the 
day you return.It is very important that you are in class to get your 
participation grade.

Objectives
Students will receive a general overview of the fundamentals of visual 
art. The following is a tentative list of units for this course. Face 
Proportions, What Is Art?, Art Criticism, Famous Artists, Art History, 
Art Careers, The Elements of Art, The Principles of Design, Shape, 
Value, Color, Form, Space, Line, and Texture.
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