
Sentence Structure 



Sentence Fragments 

-Even though the rain had stopped. 
-Having spent his last dollars on 
sunglasses. 
- Always a bit shy. 



To	  identify	  fragments	  

1.	  Does	  the	  group	  of	  words	  have	  a	  subject?	  

2.	  Does	  it	  have	  a	  verb?	  

3.	  Does	  it	  express	  a	  complete	  thought?	  

•  Sue’s	  lookout	  the	  highest	  point	  in	  the	  country.	  	  

•  Slyly	  checks	  her	  watch.	  	  



Dependent/Subordinate	  	  
Clauses	  

• A	  fragment	  is	  often	  a	  dependent	  clause	  	  

Even	  though	  the	  forecast	  called	  for	  rain	  

Because	  he	  was	  angry	  at	  his	  dad	  	  

• If	  you	  add	  a	  subordinating	  conjunction	  to	  
a	  sentence,	  the	  sentence	  cannot	  stand	  
alone.	  	  

	  





 

Another Type of  

Opener, Sentence:   

Start with AAAWWUBBIS 

 
• AAAWWUBBIS is a mnemonic device 

standing for the common 
subordinating conjunctions after, 
although, as, when, while, until, before, 
because, if, or since 

•  If you start a sentence with  
AAAWWUBBIS, you’ll need a comma—
usually! 



Sentence Fragments 
•  The answer choices on English Test questions will often make 

clear whether you should incorporate a fragment into a 
neighboring sentence. 

Example 1: 
We didn’t go outside.  Even though the rain 
had stopped. 
A.  No Change 
B.  outside; 
C.  outside; even 
D.  outside, even 



Other sentence fragment questions will ask you to turn 

a fragment into its own full sentence. 

 
Example 2: 

We didn’t go outside. While the 
rain continued to fall. 
A. No Change 
B. Although the 
C. The 
D. Since the 



Can	  you	  identify	  the	  error?	  

3.	  (A)	  Since	  some	  teachers	  	  believe	  that	  whole	  

language	  ,	  a	  	  literacy	  philosophy	  that	  (B)	  

stresses	  sight	  reading,	  (C)	  is	  practical,	  but	  	  

others	  prefer	  to(D)	  	  rely	  on	  phonics.	  (E)	  No	  error	  	  



• A)	  	  delete	  the	  subordinate	  conjunction	  since.	  	  



Identify	  if	  the	  following	  are	  
sentences	  or	  fragments.	  	  

1.  Is	  one	  of	  his	  most	  interesting	  stories.	  	  

2. Her	  new	  apartment.	  	  

3. Jeff’s	  winning	  catch	  saved	  the	  day.	  	  

4. Stop.	  	  

5. She’s	  here.	  	  

6. Running	  to	  the	  store	  to	  get	  eggs.	  	  



Run-on Sentences 
• Two or more independent clauses joined 

together without punctuation or incorrect 
punctuation.  
•  Joan runs every day she is preparing for a 

marathon. 
•  John likes to walk his dog through the park 

Kevin doesnʼ’t. 
•  Schools today have books for every student, 

many schools also have televisions and 
computers.  



Run-on Sentences 

• Figure out where the sentences need to be 
split and punctuate accordingly. 
•  John likes to walk his dog through the park.  

Kevin doesnʼ’t. 
•  John likes to walk his dog through the park, 

but Kevin doesnʼ’t. 
•  John likes to walk his dog through the park; 

however, Kevin doesnʼ’t. 



Compound	  sentences	  

•  If	  2	  thoughts	  are	  equal	  to	  one	  another	  in	  
importance,	  make	  a	  compound	  sentence.	  	  



Comma	  Splices	  and	  Run-‐ons	  

• Aunt	  Sally	  ran	  into	  the	  room,	  Tom	  was	  already	  
gone.	  

• How	  could	  you	  fix	  it?	  

•  .	  

•  ,	  fanboys	  

•  ;	  



Another Powerful  
Sentence Pattern:   

The Compound Sentence 

Sentence , 
for 
and 
nor 
but 
or 
yet 
so 

Sentence . 

A compound sentence uses a conjunction to bind 
two complete sentences. 



Remember the Sentence-Connecting 

Coordinating Conjunctions with the Word… 

FANBOYS 

For  And Nor 

But  Or  Yet  So  



Compound Sentence Examples 
using , + fanboys 

•  Every day was a happy day, and every night 
was peaceful.  (E.B. White, Charlotte’s Web) 

•  Celia says you’re in shock, but I think you’re 
just lazy.  (Nancy Farmer, The House of the 
Scorpion) 

•  It was almost time for science, her best 
subject, so it would be easy for Judy to pay 
attention.  (Also contains an  interrupter, 
Megan MacDonald, Judy Moody Gets 
Famous)  



Conjunctive adverbs  

accordingly	  
also	  
besides	  
consequently	  
conversely	  
finally	  
furthermore	  
hence	  

however	  
indeed	  
instead	  
likewise	  
meanwhile	  
moreover	  
nevertheless	  
next	  

nonetheless	  
otherwise	  
similarly	  
still	  
subsequently	  
then	  
therefore	  
thus	  

Sentence; conjunctive adverb, sentence. 



Sample compound sentences using; 

conjunctive adverbs,  
•  The dark skies and distant thunder dissuaded 

Clarice from her afternoon run; moreover, she 
had thirty calculus problems to solve for her 
morning class. 

•  Leon's apartment complex does not allow 
dogs over thirty pounds; otherwise, he would 
have bought the gangly Great Dane puppy 
playing in the pet store window. 

•  The cat ate a bowlful of tuna; then, to the 
squirrels' delight, the fat feline fell asleep in 
the rocking chair. 



•  Compound	  sentences	  may	  be	  connected	  with	  
a	  semicolon	  

Sentence	  ;	  sentence.	  	  

I	  am	  happy	  to	  take	  your	  donation;	  any	  amount	  
will	  be	  greatly	  appreciated.	  



Note	  that	  the	  sentences	  
and	  clauses	  are	  

complete.	  	  
As he ran across the room, Tom broke the 
vase. 

He ran across the room. 

As  Tom broke the vase, he ran across the 
room. 

Tom ran across the room breaking the 
vase. 



How	  could	  you	  change	  this	  
sentence	  to	  make	  it	  

correct?	  
4.	  As	  the	  children	  ran	  behind,	  shouting	  and	  
laughing.	  	  

• A.	  no	  change	  

• B.	  While	  	  

•  C.	  During	  which	  the	  	  

• D.	  The	  



• D	  	  shouting	  and	  laughing	  is	  not	  a	  sentence.	  	  



5.	  Although	  it	  will	  always	  be	  associated	  
with	  Shakespeare’s	  famous	  literary	  
character.	  The	  castle	  at	  Elsinore	  was	  
never	  home	  to	  Hamlet.	  	  

• A.	  no	  change	  

• B.	  character,	  the	  

• C.	  character;	  the	  

• D.	  character.	  A	  



• b	  check	  both	  sentences	  to	  make	  sure	  they	  can	  
stand	  alone.	  	  



• 6.	  I	  do	  not	  like	  pizza	  crusts	  they	  taste	  like	  
cardboard.	  

• 7.	  Emmet	  coached	  for	  ten	  years,	  he	  
never	  made	  the	  playoffs.	  	  

• Can	  you	  think	  of	  4	  ways	  to	  fix	  these	  
sentences?	  



• 8.	  The	  winter	  of	  1777	  was	  particularly	  challenging	  
for	  the	  Continental	  Army,	  in	  Valley	  Forge,	  12,000	  
soldiers	  suffered	  from	  the	  lack	  of	  adequate	  
shelter,	  clothing,	  and	  food.	  	  

• A.	  was	  particularly	  challenging	  for	  the	  Continental	  
Army,	  in	  Valley	  Forge,	  12,000	  soldiers	  suffered	  	  

• B.	  was	  particularly	  challenging	  for	  the	  Continental	  
Army,	  12,000	  soldiers	  suffered	  	  

• C.	  was	  particularly	  challenging	  for	  the	  Continental	  
Army,	  although	  in	  Valley	  Forge,	  12,000	  soldiers	  
suffered	  	  

• D.	  was	  particularly	  challenging	  for	  the	  Continental	  
Army	  because	  12,000	  soldiers	  suffered	  	  



•  d.	  	  Adds	  because	  to	  correct	  the	  sentence	  



•  9.	  There	  is	  not	  much	  difference	  between	  the	  
decision	  to	  enter	  politics	  and	  the	  decision	  to	  jump	  
into	  a	  pit	  full	  of	  rattlesnakes,	  in	  fact,	  	  you	  might	  
find	  a	  friendlier	  environment	  in	  the	  snake	  pit.	  

•  A.	  no	  change	  

•  B.	  rattlesnakes.	  In	  fact,	  	  

•  C.	  rattlesnakes	  in	  fact	  

•  D.	  rattlesnakes,	  in	  fact	  



• B	  

•  If	  the	  answer	  choice	  gives	  you	  an	  option	  of	  
breaking	  up	  the	  sentence	  into	  two	  pieces,	  
consider	  that	  there	  is	  a	  run	  on	  problem.	  	  



10.	  The	  college’s	  plans	  for	  expansion	  included	  a	  new	  
science	  building	  and	  a	  new	  dormitory	  if	  the	  funding	  
drive	  is	  successful,	  there	  will	  enough	  money	  for	  
both.	  	  

•  A.	  no	  change	  

•  B.	  dormitory,	  if	  

•  C.	  dormitory;	  if,	  	  

•  D.	  dormitory.	  If	  	  



• D	  


