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Teacher’s Guide

Thank you so much for purchasing!	  

Background:  Citing text evidence is a difficult task for many students.  They 

are inclined to use their background knowledge.  This packet will help students 

to maintain integrity to “Cite the Evidence”.  The structural response system 

known as RACE is on pages where it can be applied.  This communicates to 

students and families the manner in which to answer questions.. 

Utilizations:  This packet can be used during small group time for guided 

reading and/or close reading.  As the teacher, you can have students 

highlight, code the text, attend to structural analysis, and conduct vocabulary 

mini-lessons.  Students can then revisit the piece for homework.  You can 

even use this to compliment your Social Studies curriculum.  In this day and 

age we must integrate ELA strategies in every content area. 

For each passage, you will find two pages of text dependent questions aligned 

to Common Core Standards.  Common Core Standards are printed next to the 

respective question on each page or at the top of the page where each 

question aligns with integrity. This makes it appropriate for use as assessments. 

In an effort to make it clear and easy to print what you need---  I corrugated 

the passage borders in a differentiated fashion. 

Find an error?  Have a suggestion?  Email me teacher247@icloud.com. 
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F.D.R.



Name: ________________________________	  F.D.R.
F.D.R. is the nickname given to Franklin

Delano Roosevelt.  He was born in the United        

States in 1882 and became the 32nd President

of the United States.  He is known for starting   

many different programs in our country.  

 Franklin Roosevelt came into office during a serious time in 

American history.  In the 1930’s, there were many things 

happening.  The country had very few jobs and most of the 

country became poor.  Many people lived in poverty with little 

food.  This period was called The Great Depression. 

 Franklin D. Roosevelt started programs after being elected 

president.  He started a program called the New Deal.  The New 

Deal had government work programs.  Many of these programs  

gave young men jobs for Public Work projects.  Public Works is 

when workers build things for the public, like bridges and parks.  

 F.D.R. also started a program that is still in use today called 

Social Security.  Social Security is a government program that 

involves workers and retired workers.  This program makes sure 

that everyone who works and pays Social Security will get money 

when they reach a specific age. 

 One different thing about F.D.R. is that he served for almost 

four terms.  All the other presidents only served two terms.  Some 

people said that he wanted power.  The government made a new 

law to limit a president to only two terms.  F.D.R. helped bring the 

U.S. out of the Great Depression. 

Word Count 235
Lexile 730 



All About F.D.R.
    Name_________________________   

Directions: Write three facts about Franklin Delano Roosevelt.

RI.1 



Ask Questions
    Name________________   Date _________________

Good readers ask questions when they read.  
Asking questions can help a reader understand text.  
Questions can be asked about concepts, vocabulary, 
author's purpose, and points made in the text. 
Directions:  Write questions about the text . 

RI.1 



   Did You R-A-C-E?
•  Restate the question or prompt where appropriate.
•  Answer in a complete sentence.
•  Cite evidence to prove the answer.
•  Explain each part of the question.

Directions: Answer the questions in complete sentences 

citing evidence from the text. 

3. What is the main topic of the third paragraph?

1. What is the main topic of the first paragraph?

2. What is the main topic of the second paragraph?

RI. 2 

Form A 

4. What is the main topic of the fourth paragraph?



    Did You R-A-C-E?
•  Restate the question or prompt where appropriate.
•  Answer in a complete sentence.
•  Cite evidence to prove the answer.
•  Explain every part of the question.

Directions: Answer the questions in complete sentences 

citing evidence from the text. 

3. Find the underlined word “poverty”. What does this word mean?
How do you know?

1. The author stated, “Some people said that he wanted power.”

What evidence supports this statement?	  

2. What is the main purpose of this text?

RI.8 

Form B 

RI.6 

RI.4 



If you use this passage for close reading use sticky notes 

over the text to “Think, Stop and Jot”. Text is double spaced 

so you can mark with boxes, underlines, circles, and codes.  

Answers may vary. 

Form A 

1. The first paragraph tells about the beginning of his career and

the time period.

2. The second paragraph tells about Public Works.

3. The third paragraph tells about Social Security.

4. The fourth paragraph tells about him serving for almost four

terms.

Form B 

1. The evidence that supports the statement that he wanted power

is that he served almost four terms.

2. The main purpose of this text is to tell about what FDR

accomplished during his presidency.

3. The word poverty means poor. The sentence before tells how

there were very little jobs and people became poor.

FDR Answer Key



Eleanor 
Roosevelt



Eleanor Roosevelt  
Name: _______________________	  

 Eleanor Roosevelt was the longest 

 running First Lady in United States 

 history.  No, this does not mean she 

 ran the furthest. It means that her 

 husband, President Franklin Roosevelt, 

 was a president longer than any of the 

 other presidents.  

 She went to college and had a busy life.  She married 

Franklin Roosevelt, who was a politician and later became 

the 32nd President of the United States.  When her husband 

became ill, she gave his speeches. This was rare because 

not many women spoke in public giving speeches. 

 She was a supporter for many things important to the 

country at that time.  Eleanor pushed for things such as 

unemployment benefits, ending discrimination, and improving 

women’s rights.   

 Eleanor was also a writer for a newspaper.  Through 

being a columnist, she touched many topics.  From child labor 

laws, to more support in education, she brought many issues 

to the public.  She also visited many military bases during 

WWII.  As the longest running First Lady, she used her 

position to help others.  

Word Count 168
Lexile 790



    Name______________________   Date _________________

Directions: Ask questions about the text. 
This might include questions for the 
author about the text.  You can even ask 
questions about words you had trouble 
with, concepts, or ideas that you would 
like to know more about.    

RI.1	  



    Name_______________________   Date _________________

Directions: List facts from the text.  
A fact is a true statement.  

RI.1	  



  Did You R-A-C-E?
•  Restate the question or prompt where appropriate.
•  Answer in a complete sentence.
•  Cite evidence to prove the answer.
•  Explain each part of the question.

Directions: Answer the questions in complete sentences 

citing evidence from the text. 

3. The author stated, “She was a supporter for many things
important to the country at that time.” How does the author prove 
this in the text?   

1. What is the main topic of third paragraph?

2. What is the main purpose of this text?

RI.2 

Form A 

RI.6 

RI.8 



Directions: Answer the questions in complete sentences 

citing evidence from the text. 

3. Find the underlined word “rare” in the text.
What does this word mean?

1. Find the underlined word “running” in the text.

What does this word mean as used in the text?

2. Find the underlined word “mean” in the text.
What does this word mean? How do you know?

RI.4 

Form B 

4. The text uses the phrase “supporter”. What does this mean?
How do you know? 



If you use this passage for close reading use sticky notes 

over the text to “Think, Stop and Jot”. Mark with boxes, 

underlines, circles, and codes. 

Answers may vary. 

Form A 

1.  The main topic of the third paragraph is that she was a supporter of

many important things in the United States.

2.  The main topic of this text is that Eleanor Roosevelt was the longest

running first lady and used her position to bring many important ideas

and topics to the public.

3.  The author proved this in the text by stating many things that she

supported.

Form B 

1.  The word running in the text means to last because later in the text it

clarifies that it doesn’t mean normal running like in a marathon.

2.  The word mean means to express because the sentence uses the word

express the same way as mean.

3.  The word rare means that it is something that doesn’t happen often. The

author showed this in the rest of the paragraph by stating that not many

women spoke in public giving speeches.

4. The word supporter means to support and push for something. The text

also states that she pushed for important things.

Eleanor Roosevelt Answer Key



Mary Mcleod 
Bethune



Mary McLeod Bethune 
Name:	  __________________________	  

 Mary McLeod Bethune was born in the 

late 1800’s in South Carolina.  Her impact on 

 education continues today. It is said that she 

was a good student back when she was  in a 

one room school house.  While in college, she 

became interested in   educating others. 

 Mary started her career in the South.  She began teaching 

in Georgia and Florida.  She was a well-known teacher.  Some 

people said that her teaching was the best anyone could ever 

have.  She had high expectations of her students. 

 Mary had a vision to build a school.  She had many people 

help her raise the money for this dream.  Her supporters 

helped with furniture and made materials.  Mary even went to 

the White House to get grants from Eleanor Roosevelt.  Some 

grants are monies given for education.  With help, her vision 

became a reality.  

 With many grants and hard work she created Bethune-

Cookman College.  When the school opened in Florida, it 

started out as a female only school.  At the time, she was the 

only female President and founder of a U.S. college.  Her 

college is still open and growing today. 

Word Count 188
Lexile 590



Ask Questions
    Name_______________________   Date _________________

Directions: Write four questions you have about the text.  Questions can 
be about: difficult words, something you would like to know more about, 
concepts, ideas that you had trouble with or questions for the author.  	  

 	  

RI.1 

Question 1 Question 2

Question 3 Question 4



State the Facts
    Name________________   Date _________________

Directions: Write four facts from the text.	  

RI.1 

Fact 1 Fact 2

Fact 3 Fact 4



Directions: Answer the questions in complete sentences 

citing evidence from the text. 

1. What is the main purpose of this text?

2. The author stated, “Her impact on education continues today.”
How does the author prove this statement in the text? 

RI. 3 

Form A 

3. Why did Mary McLeod Bethune go to the White House to see
Eleanor Roosevelt? Cite two pieces of text evidence.	  

  Did You R-A-C-E?
•  Restate the question or prompt where appropriate.
•  Answer in a complete sentence.
•  Cite evidence to prove the answer.
•  Explain each part of the question.

RI. 3 

RI. 6 



    Did You R-A-C-E?
•  Restate the question or prompt where appropriate.
•  Answer in a complete sentence.
•  Cite evidence to prove the answer.
•  Explain each part of the question.

Directions: Answer the questions in complete sentences citing evidence from the 

text. Use the underlined words in the text to answer the following questions.	  

1. What does the word back mean as used in the text?

2. What is the meaning of career as it is used in the text?

RI. 4 

Form B 

3. What is the meaning of raise as it is used in the text?

3. What is the meaning of supporters as it is used in the text?



Answers may vary. 

Form A 

1.  The main purpose of this text is to show the accomplishments of Mary

McLeod Bethune.

2.  The author proves this by stating that she graduated many successful men

and women. The author also shows this by stating how the school is still

open and growing.

3.  Mary went to the Whitehouse to see Eleanor Roosevelt to get a grant to

help her build her school.

Form B 

1.  The word back means a time long ago.

2.  The word career has to do with what Mary started to do after college. She

started teaching. The text uses teaching and career in the same way.

3.  The word raise as used in the text means to increase. The author said that

she had people help her raise money for the dream. Then later in the story

the author stated that the school was built showing that all the money

needed for the school was collected.

4. The word supporters is referring to the people that helped her.

Mary Mcleod Bethune Answer Key



Alexander 
Graham Bell



Alexander Graham Bell
Name: ______________________________

 On March 10, 1876, Alexander Graham Bell called his assistant. He 

said “Mr. Watson, come here, I want to see you”.  These were the first 

words spoken over the telephone.  This invention changed how humans 

communicated forever. 

 Alexander Graham Bell was born in Scotland in 1847.  His mother 

and brother were deaf.  They could not hear.  This motivated him to 

work towards an education in communications.  Alexander's father was a 

professor who taught deaf people.  He later graduated college and 

followed the same footsteps.  He even helped to tutor Helen Keller, a 

student that was deaf, blind, and speechless.   

 Alexander was also an engineer.  Not the kind of engineer that 

drives a train, but the kind that builds and designs inventions.  Alexander 

had a fascination with learning and making life easier through inventions.  

He helped create hearing devices, or aids, to help deaf.  He also invented 

a metal detector.  

 By far, his greatest inventions have to do with communication.  

With the development of the telephone, Alexander cemented his named in 

history forever.  He also patented and created the many parts and wires 

that come with telephones.  A patent is a document that proves to the 

world that an invention is yours. His accomplishments continue to be a 

part of our lives.

Word Count 211
Lexile 700



Ask Questions
    Name_______________________   Date _________________

Directions: Write three questions you have about the text.  Questions can be about: difficult 
words, something you would like to know more about, concepts, or ideas that you want to 

know more about.  You can also ask questions about the text for the author.  

RI.1 



State the Facts
    Name_____________________   Date _________________

Directions: Write three facts from the passage. 

RI.1 



   Did You R-A-C-E?
•  Restate the question or prompt where appropriate.
•  Answer in a complete sentence.
•  Cite evidence to prove the answer.
•  Explain each part of the question.

Directions: Answer the questions in complete sentences 

citing evidence from the text. 

3. What is the main idea of the third paragraph?

1. What is the main idea of the first paragraph?

2. What is the main idea of the second paragraph?

RI. 2 

Form A 

4. What is the main idea of the fourth paragraph?



Directions: Answer the questions in complete sentences 

citing evidence from the text. 

3. Look at the underlined word, “cemented”.  What does it mean as
used in the text?

1. At the end of the text the author states, “His accomplishments
continue to be apart of our lives.”  Does the author prove this in 
the text? If so, state how. 

2. Look at the underlined word, “inventions”.  What does it mean as
used in the text? 

Form B 

4. Why did Alexander become an inventor?

RI. 3 

RI. 4 

RI.8 



If you use this passage for close reading use sticky notes 

over the text to “Think, Stop and Jot”. Mark with boxes, 

underlines, circles, and codes. 

 

Answers may vary. 

Form A 

1.  The first paragraph is about Alexander, his assistant and the first phone

call.

2.  The second paragraph is about how he got his inspiration through his

family.

3.  The third paragraph is about the things he designed.

4. The fourth paragraph is about how the telephone and how we use it

today.

Form B 

1.  The author proves the statement throughout the text by stating all the

things that we use today throughout the text.

2.  The meaning of the word invention is something that someone makes. The

author uses the word throughout the text by stating all the inventions.

3.  The word cemented means that something will stay. The author shows this

in the same paragraph by stating that his inventions set the way we use

technology today.

4. Alexander became an inventor because he wanted to help make life easier

and because his mother and sister were deaf.

Alexander Graham Bell Answer Key



Helen Keller



Name: _________________________________	  

 Do you think you have daily challenges?  When Helen Keller     

was only around two years old, she lost both her hearing and sight.  

Because of this, she did not have the ability to speak.  Helen Keller 

went on to do many great things. 

 Helen Keller was born in Alabama on June 27, 1880.  Her life 

was changed when she got sick and became blind and deaf.  Her 

family placed her in special schools.  They even sent her to the 

famous inventor Alexander Graham Bell.  Alexander taught deaf 

children at the time.  He referred Helen to a school for the blind.  The 

school sent a teacher named Anne Sullivan, to teach Helen. 

 Helen Keller was connected with Anne Sullivan at a young age.  

Anne started teaching Helen sign language.  Sign language is a 

speechless language where hand signals represent things or ideas. 

Some of Helen Keller’s first sign language signals stood for water, 

doll, and animal names. 

 Anne Sullivan was Helen’s main teacher for most of her life.  

Helen attended many schools throughout the U.S. and eventually 

graduated college.  She even learned how to speak.  He became a 

very respected lecturer and writer.  A lecturer is like a teacher who 

gives speeches to teach people.  Helen Keller is known for her  

writing.  Many of her writings were about Human Rights.  Human 

Rights are the rights every human is entitled to such as the right to  

be free and treated equal.  Helen Keller showed the world that even   

a deaf and blind person can become successful.  

Word Count 254
Lexile 740



    Name___________________________   Date _________________

Directions: Ask questions about the text. 
This might include questions for the 
author about the text.  You can even 
ask questions about words you had 
trouble with, concepts, or  ideas that 
you would like to know more about.    

RI.1	  



    Name________________   Date _________________

Directions: Write facts about the text. 
Choose two topics to focus on and list 
facts for each. 

RI.1	  



   Did You R-A-C-E?
•  Restate the question or prompt where appropriate.
•  Answer in a complete sentence.
•  Cite evidence to prove the answer.
•  Explain each part of the question or prompt.

Directions: Answer the questions in complete sentences 

citing evidence from the text. 

3. What is the connection between Helen Keller and Alexander
Graham Bell? 

1. What is the main purpose of this passage?

2. The author stated, “Helen Keller showed the world that even a
deaf and blind person can become successful.”  How does the 
author prove this statement in the text? 

RI. 6 

Form A 

RI. 8 

RI. 3 



Did You R-A-C-E?
•  Restate the question or prompt where appropriate.
•  Answer in a complete sentence.
•  Cite evidence to prove the answer.
•  Explain each part of the question.

Directions: Answer the questions in complete sentences 

citing evidence from the text. 

RI. 4 

Form B 

1. Find the underlined word “placed” in the text.

What does this word mean?

2. Find the underlined word “referred” in the text.

What does this word mean?

3. Find the underlined word “represent” in the text.
What does this word mean?



If you use this passage for close reading use sticky notes 

over the text to “Think, Stop and Jot”. Mark the text with 

boxes, underlines, circles, and codes to dig deeper. 

Answers may vary. 

Form A 

1.  The main purpose of this passage is to show that Helen Keller

accomplished great things even though she was deaf and blind.

2.  The author showed this in the text by stating the things she

accomplished.

3.  The connection between Helen Keller and Alexander Graham Bell is that

he recommend a special school for her.

Form B 

1.  The word placed means to put something or someone somewhere. The

author showed this in the paragraph where it is also said that she was

sent to Alexander Graham Bell.

2.  The word referred means to tell. The author showed the meaning in the

sentences by saying that he referred which tell would fit in the sentence.

3.  The word activism means represent means to show or something that

stands for something. The author showed the meaning in the next

sentence where it said that her first signs “stood for” doll, water and

animal names.

Helen Keller Answer Key



Susan B. Anthony



 Susan B. Anthony was born in America on February 15, 1820.  Her 

name is one of the most recognized in U.S. history.  During her time, 

women had little or no basic rights.  In some states, women could not hold 

the same jobs as men.  Throughout the country, women couldn’t vote.   

 She was determined to change civil rights.  Her main focus was for 

women to earn an equal education to men.  Susan’s parents home 

schooled her for most of her education.  Her parents were abolitionists 

which meant they were against slavery.  Susan and her family fought for 

civil rights throughout the United States with rallies, writings, speeches, and 

other protests.  

 Susan joined many organizations for women’s rights.  Her main 

organization was the National Woman Suffrage Association or NWSA.  

Suffrage is another word for the right to vote.  The NWSA worked for the 

voting rights of African Americans and women.  She would pressure the 

government with many protests.  There were meetings, rallies, and 

marches.  These types of protests are called movements.  They usually 

require hundreds and thousands of people participating. 

 After many years of protesting, the United States finally made an 

amendment for women to vote.  This amendment made it illegal to deny 

women the right to vote.  This began the process for women to hold 

government positions and have equal working conditions.  She also helped 

pave the way for equal pay and other fair treatments for women and 

African Americans.  

Name: ___________________________________	  

Susan B. Anthony 
Word Count 239
Lexile 760



Name________________________   Date ______________________

Good readers ask questions to better understand text.  
Directions: Write four questions in the space below.

Question 1 Question 2

Question 3 Question 4

RI.1	  



    Name________________________ Date _________________

Directions: State four facts from the text.

Fact Fact

Fact Fact

RI.1	  



   Did You R-A-C-E?
•  Restate the question or prompt where appropriate.
•  Answer in a complete sentence.
•  Cite evidence to prove the answer.
•  Explain each part of the question.

RI.2 

Directions: Answer the questions in complete sentences. 

Cite evidence from the text. 

3. How do the key details support the main idea?

1. What is the main idea of this text?

2. What are the key details of the text?

Form A 



   Did You R-A-C-E?
•  Restate the question or prompt where appropriate.
•  Answer in a complete sentence.
•  Cite evidence to prove the answer.
•  Explain each part of the question.

Directions: Answer the questions in complete sentences. 

RI.4 

Form B 

1. Write a paragraph about Susan B. Anthony’s

accomplishments.

2. Find the underlined word “movements” in the text.
     What does this word mean?  

Cite evidence from the text. 

RI.3 



If you use this passage for close reading use sticky notes 

over the text to “Think, Stop and Jot”. Mark the text with 

boxes, underlines, circles, and codes to dig deeper. 

Answers may vary. 

Form A 

1.  The main idea of the passage is to show that Susan B. Anthony is one of the

most recognized civil rights leaders in the U.S..

2.  The key details of the text include her movements, protests and the NWSA.

3.  The key details support the main idea by showing all the things that she did.

Form B 

1.  Answers will vary however can only include text evidence pertaining to her

accomplishments.

2.  The word movement as used in the text means to protest with hundreds or

thousands of people for a cause.

Susan B. Anthony Answer Key



Neil Armstrong



Neil Armstrong
Name:  ________________________________________	  

 Neil Armstrong is considered one of the most recognized people in 

the world.  The reason Neil Armstrong is famous is because he is one 

of the few people to walk on the moon.   

 Neil started as a pilot for the Navy during the Korean War.  He was 

also an aerospace engineer and a professor of aeronautics.  

Aeronautics is the study of flight and science.  He also became a test 

pilot for N.A.S.A. and flew space crafts.  N.A.S.A. stands for National 

Aeronautical and Space Administration.  It is managed by the United 

States Government.  Neil  became one of the first pilots to work for the 

N.A.S.A..  There, he flew many experimental rockets, jets, and aircrafts.  

He participated in  scientific studies of flight and space.

 In the late 1960’s, he landed a chance to be one of the first 

astronauts for training to fly to the moon.  Through N.A.S.A., several men 

were trained.  In the end, N.A.S.A. picked four astronauts and Neil was 

one of them.

 The first flight to the moon came in 1969.  Neil Armstrong was the 

first person to set foot on the moon on July 21st.  As he stepped on the 

moon he stated the words, “That’s one small step for man, one giant leap 

for mankind”.  Neil was joined by one other astronaut named, Buzz Alderin.  

Together they explored the surface of the moon for 2 ½ hours.  Before 

they left, they put an American Flag on the surface. 

 Neil Armstrong worked hard to earn his chance to fly to the moon.  

He always made good grades and even graduated college with a 4.8 G.P.A. 

To become an astronaut like Neil takes hard work and dedication.   

Word Count 278
Lexile 760



Ask Questions
    Name________________________   Date _________________

Good readers ask themselves questions to better understand a text. 
Questions can be about information in the text, the author's purpose, or even points made in the text. 

Write your own questions below. 

RI.1 



State the Facts
    Name________________________   Date _________________

Directions: Write facts from the passage. 

RI.1 



   Did You R-A-C-E?
•  Restate the question or prompt where appropriate.
•  Answer in a complete sentence.
•  Cite evidence to prove the answer.
•  Explain each part of the question.

Directions: Answer the questions in complete sentences 

citing evidence from the text. 

3. What is the main idea of the fourth paragraph?

1. What is the main idea of the second paragraph?

2. What is the main idea of the third paragraph?

RI. 2 

Form A 

4. What is the main idea of the fifth paragraph?



Directions: Answer the questions in complete sentences 

citing evidence from the text. 

3. Look at the underlined word, “explored”. What does it refer to
in the text? Explain.

1. Look at the underlined word, “test”. What does it mean as used in
the text? 

2. Look at the underlined word, “landed”. What does it mean as
used in the text? 

Form B 

RI. 4 

   Did You R-A-C-E?
•  Restate the question or prompt where appropriate.
•  Answer in a complete sentence.
•  Cite evidence to prove the answer.
•  Explain each part of the question.



If you use this passage for close reading use sticky notes 

over the text to “Think, Stop and Jot”. Mark with boxes, 

underlines, circles, and codes. 

Answers may vary. 

Form A 

1.  The second paragraph is about his life before becoming an astronaut.

2.  The third paragraph is about him training to become an astronaut.

3.  The fourth paragraph is about his trip to the moon.

4. The fifth paragraph is about how he worked hard in life.

Form B 

1.  The word test means to experiment or try. The author used the word

experiment later in the text in the same way test was used.

2.  The meaning of the word landed means to arrive or get to the place.

3.  The word explored means to travel. The author used the word travel later

in the text in the same way as explored was used.

Neil Armstrong Answer Key



Thomas Edison



Name: _______________________________	  

 Thomas Edison is one of the most 

recognized inventors of all time.  He has  

over one thousand inventions.  He is also  

known for his desire to be successful.  

 His most popular invention was probably his sustainable light bulb.  

His light bulb would last much longer than many other light bulbs.  

Without Thomas Edison, we would not have movies.  He created motion 

pictures, which is basically the ability to record movement and the ability 

to watch it.  This eventually led to recording music.  Imagine if you had 

to travel far distances and pay just to hear music performed only for 

that evening.  Thanks to his invention of the phonograph, we are able to 

record and listen to music whenever we want. 

 Thomas Edison also had many successful businesses.  He started 

the first electric company in the world.  He owned a concrete company 

that helped build Yankee stadium and the Panama Canal.  He also had a 

legendary laboratory.  This laboratory was based in New York City and 

consumed two blocks.   

 Throughout his life, he had just as many unsuccessful 

experiences.  His power company was overcome by more effective 

power companies.  He had more unsuccessful inventions than 

inventions that worked.  Nonetheless, he is considered to be one of the 

most recognized inventors of all time.  

Thomas Edison 
Phonograph 

Word Count 219 
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   Name______________________________

Directions: Write four questions you have about the text in each puzzle piece.   
Questions can be about: difficult words, something you would like to know more about, 

concepts, ideas that you had trouble understanding, or questions for the author.  
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         Name_______________________

Directions: Write four facts about the text in each piece of the puzzle.	  
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   Did You R-A-C-E?
•  Restate the question or prompt where appropriate.
•  Answer in a complete sentence.
•  Cite evidence to prove the answer.
•  Explain each part of the question.

Directions: Answer the questions in complete sentences 

citing evidence from the text. 

3. What is the main idea of the third paragraph?

1. What is the main idea of the first paragraph?

2. What is the main idea of the second paragraph?

RI. 2 

Form A 

4. What is the main idea of the fourth paragraph?



   Did You R-A-C-E?
•  Restate the question or prompt where appropriate.
•  Answer in a complete sentence.
•  Cite evidence to prove the answer.
•  Explain each part of the question.

Directions: Answer the questions in complete sentences 

citing evidence from the text. 

3. In the text it says, “This eventually led to recording music.”
What is the statement referring to? Explain.

1. Find the underlined word “sustainable” in the text. What does
this word mean? What in the text helps you understand the
word?

2. How does the author prove the following? “... Thomas Edison
had just as many unsuccessful experiences.” 

RI.4 

Form B 

RI.3 

RI.3 



If you use this passage for close reading use sticky notes over the text to 

“Think, Stop and Jot”. Mark with boxes, underlines, circles, and codes. 

 

Answers may vary. 

Form A 

1.  The first paragraph is about Thomas Edison being known around the

world for his inventions.

2.  The second paragraph is about some of his inventions.

3.  The third paragraph is about his businesses.

4. The fourth paragraph is about his unsuccessful experiences.

Form B 

1.  The word sustainable means that it is something that will last longer. The

text shows the meaning later in the paragraph because it says that the light

bulb would last longer than any other.

2.  The author listed some of his unsuccessful experiences such as his electric

company and inventions that didn’t work.

3.  The statement is referring to recording.

Thomas Edison Answer Key



	  

	  

	  

	  
Wright brothers



Wright Bros.
Name: _____________________________	  

 The Wright brothers were innovative thinkers.  They were the first 

inventors to create a sustaining airplane.  Believe it or not, humans had 

already taken flight with hot air balloons, gliders, and even attached 

themselves to flying kites.  All of these pre-airplane flights lacked the ability 

for continuous flight.  The Wright Brothers changed flight as we know it. 

 The Wright brothers were both very creative.  They started their 

own businesses at a young age.  Some of their businesses included a 

printing press and a bicycle repair shop.  Through the bicycle repair shop, 

they met other inventors and hard workers.  By meeting other people, 

they became motivated to work with gliders.  Through this, they put all 

their ideas towards creating the first sustainable airplane.  

 In the late 1890’s and early 1900’s, the two brother’s developed and 

flew many gliders.  The brothers, Orville and Wilbur, designed a new type 

of wing.  These wings were angled and helped create “lift”.  Lift is the 

ability to manipulate air pressure to create flight.  Through their design, 

the Wright brothers wing could lift just about anything. 

 They had many successes and failures.  Many of their flights were 

short, lasting less than one hundred feet.  In the early 1900’s, they made 

an airplane known as the “Kitty Hawk”.  It had many successful flights in 

North Carolina.  Their wing design is still used today in jets and jumbo 

airplanes. They made a mark in history. 

Word Count 246
Lexile 790



Ask Questions
    Name________________   Date _________________

Directions: Write three questions you have about the text.  Questions can be about: 
difficult words, something you would like to know more about, concepts, or ideas that 

you had trouble with.  You can also ask questions about the text for the author.  

RI.1 



State the Facts
    Name________________   Date _________________

Directions: Write three facts from the passage. 

RI.1 



   Did You R-A-C-E?
•  Restate the question or prompt where appropriate.
•  Answer in a complete sentence.
•  Cite evidence to prove the answer.
•  Explain each part of the question.

Directions: Answer the questions in complete sentences 

citing evidence from the text. 

3. What is the main idea of the third paragraph?

1. What is the main idea of the first paragraph?

2. What is the main idea of the second paragraph?

RI. 2 

Form A 

4. What is the main idea of the fourth paragraph?



Directions: Answer the questions in complete sentences 

citing evidence from the text. 

3. Look at the underlined word, “mark”. What does it mean as
used in the text? Cite text evidence.

1. At the end of the text the author states, “They have made a mark
in history.” How does the author prove this statement? 

2. Look at the underlined word, “sustaining”. What does it mean as
used in the text? Cite text evidence.	  

Form B 

4. What trait did they have that helped them think of the airplane?
Cite evidence to support your answer.

RI. 8 

RI. 4 

RI. 1 



If you use this passage for close reading use sticky notes 

over the text to “Think, Stop and Jot”. Mark with boxes, 

underlines, circles, and codes. 

Answers may vary. 

Form A 

1.  The first paragraph tells that they made the first airplane to have

sustainable flight.

2.  The second paragraph is about their early experiences like their

businesses and motivation.

3.  The third paragraph tells about the making of the airplane and the wing

design.

4. The last paragraph tells of their success and failures.

Form B 

1.  The author shows this by stating the facts about their wing design.

2.  The meaning of the word sustaining means that it is lasting. Later in the

text the author states how the flight lasted.

3.  The word mark is used to show that they left a lasting legacy. This is

stated in the first paragraph.

4. They had the trait of innovative thinking. This is stated in the first

paragraph.

The Wright Brothers Answer Key



Amelia Earhart



Amelia Earhart 
Name: __________________________	  

 Amelia Earhart is an American icon and role model for many 

women.  Amelia Earhart was born to an average American family in 

1897.  Her family traveled across the country and had little money.  

When she was a young woman in California, her father paid ten 

dollars for her to take a ride with a World War I flying ace.  After that 

ride, she knew she had to become a pilot.  Through hard work and 

dedication, Amelia soon made her dream come true.

 Amelia was determined to become a pilot.  At the time, airplanes 

had just been invented.  There were not many planes or pilots.  She 

had to work many jobs to raise enough money for flight training.     

When she finally earned enough money, she was taught by another 

female pilot.  She learned quickly and soon raised enough money to 

buy her own plane.  Amelia loved to fly and within her first few flights, 

she broke a record for the highest flying female pilot.  She broke the 

record when she flew her plane over fifteen-thousand feet, which is    

like flying over a huge mountain. 

 Amelia had become famous for her daredevil flying.  She took 

many risks where and how she flew.  She was also famous for being 

the first woman to fly across the Atlantic.  She flew from Canada to 

Wales in the United Kingdom.   This helped her earn a spot in 

commercial flying and taking people around the world.   

 Amelia’s love of flying ends in mystery to this day.  She also 

made records flying around and across other oceans.  This proved 

tragic for Amelia Earhart.  Upon one of her flights, Amelia’s airplane 

mysteriously disappeared.  There were searches for years but no one 

has ever found her plane.  Her mysterious dissappearance has made 

her a legend.

Lexile 780
Word Count 295



Ask Questions
    Name________________   Date _________________

Directions: Write four questions you have about the text.  Questions can 
be about: difficult words, something you would like to know more about, 
concepts, ideas that you had trouble with, or questions for the author.  	  

 	  

RI.1 

Question 1 Question 2

Question 3 Question 4



State the Facts
    Name________________   Date _________________

Directions: Write four facts from the text.	  

RI.1 

Fact 1 Fact 2

Fact 3 Fact 4



Directions: Answer the questions in complete sentences 

citing evidence from the text. 

1. The author stated, “Amelia Earhart is an American Icon and
role model...” How does the author show this in the text? 

2. Write a paragraph to tell about Amelia’s accomplishments in
time order.	  

RI. 3 

Form A 

RI. 2 



    Did You R-A-C-E?
•  Restate the question or prompt where appropriate.
•  Answer in a complete sentence.
•  Cite evidence to prove the answer.
•  Explain each part of the question.

Directions: Answer the questions in complete sentences citing evidence from the 

text. Use the underlined words in the text to answer the following questions.	  

3. What is the main idea of this passage?

1. The author stated, “Amelia was determined to become a pilot.”
How does Amelia show determination? 

2. What is the meaning of training as it is used in the text?

RI. 5 

Form B 

RI. 4 

RI. 1 



If you use this passage for close reading use sticky notes 

over the text to “Think, Stop and Jot”. Mark with boxes, 

underlines, circles, and codes. 

Answers may vary. 

Form A 

1.  The author shows that she is an American Icon by stating all of her

records and accomplishments.

2.  Summary of only her accomplishments. No extra details such as about her

death.

Form B 

1.  The author shows that she is determined by stating how she worked hard

and had to have many jobs to pay for flight training.

2.  The word training as used in the text means to be taught. The author

shows this later in the paragraph when it says she was taught by another

female pilot.

3.  The main idea of this passage is that Amelia Earhart is an American Icon

or Legend.

Amelia Earhart Answer Key



Betsy Ross



Name: _________________________	  

 Betsy Ross is considered an American legend.  Her story 

begins like many other Americans throughout history.  She comes 

from an immigrant family.  Her family, like many Americans, were 

hard workers.  When she was young, the United States was in 

the beginning stages of developing into a country. 

 Betsy Ross started working with upholstery at a young age.  

Upholstery is the sewing of fabric to furniture.  During the war, 

she used her talent to help with the war effort.  Her upholstery 

skills were used to sew uniforms.   

 Betsy lived and worked in the city of Philadelphia, 

Pennsylvania. At the time, many American Colonists and British 

considered it to be the capital.  This was because the young 

government would frequently meet there.  It was there in 1777, 

where she would become a legend.  George Washington and 

other important people visited her.  They asked her to sew a 

flag.  This flag would be used by the Continental Army.  The 

Continental Army was the first American army and needed a flag 

to display during battles.  Betsy sewed the flag and many say 

that she even helped in some of the designs.  

 Betsy Ross is considered a legend.  Like all legends, there 

are some historians and people that have doubts about her story. 

They don’t believe it because there is no written account about 

her making the first flag or meeting George Washington.  The 

story was handed down by oral tradition, not written.  The story 

was told by her grandson and became famous many years after 

the war and Betsy’s death.  The solid fact about Betsy is that she 

started a company that made the Stars and Stripes for the 

duration of the war.  

Betsy Ross 
Word Count 279
Lexile 740



    Name________________   Date _________________

Directions: Ask questions about the 
text. This might include questions for 
the author about the text. You can 
even ask questions about words you 
had trouble with, concepts or ideas that 
you would like to know more about.    

RI.1	  



    Name________________   Date _________________

Directions: Write facts about the text. 
Choose two topics to focus on and list 
facts for each. 

RI.1	  



   Did You R-A-C-E?
•  Restate the question or prompt where appropriate.
•  Answer in a complete sentence.
•  Cite evidence to prove the answer.
•  Explain each part of the question.

Directions: Answer the questions in complete sentences 

citing evidence from the text. 

3. What is the main idea of the third paragraph?

1. What is the main idea of the first paragraph?

2. What is the main idea of the second paragraph?

RI. 2 

Form A 

4. What is the main idea of the fourth paragraph?



Directions: Answer the questions in complete sentences 

citing evidence from the text. 

3. Find the underlined word “account” in the text.
What does this word mean?

1. Find the underlined word “talent” in the text.

What does this word mean? What helped you understand it.

2. Find the underlined word “doubts” in the text.
What does this word mean? How do you know?

RI.4 

Form B 

4. Find the underlined phrase “handed down”. What does this
mean? 



If you use this passage for close reading use sticky notes 

over the text to “Think, Stop and Jot”. Mark with boxes, 

underlines, circles, and codes. 

Answers may vary. 

Form A 

1.  The main idea of the first paragraph is that Betsy Ross had a beginning

like other Americans.

2.  The main idea of the second paragraph shows the reader her skill.

3.  The main idea of the third paragraph tells the reader how she came to sew

the flag.

4. The fourth paragraph is about how some historians did not believe the

story of Betsy Ross because the story was only passed down by oral

tradition.

Form B 

1.  The word talent is referring to her sewing skills. The paragraph is

discussing her sewing and the surrounding sentences are using the word

skills.

2.  The word doubts means not to believe. The author shows this in the next

sentence that says how they did not believe it because it was not recorded.

3.  The word account means to record. The next sentence says how it was

not recorded.

4. The phrase handed down means to tell to someone else. The sentence

goes on to say how it went from generation to generation.

Betsy Ross Answer Key



Name: ________________________________	  F.D.R.
F.D.R. is the nickname given to Franklin

Delano Roosevelt.  He was born in the United        

States in 1882 and became the 32nd President

of the United States.  He is known for starting   

many different programs in our country.  

 Franklin Roosevelt came into office during a serious time in 

American history.  In the 1930’s, there were many things 

happening.  The country had very few jobs and most of the 

country became poor.  Many people lived in poverty with little 

food.  This period was called The Great Depression. 

 Franklin D. Roosevelt started programs after being elected 

president.  He started a program called the New Deal.  The New 

Deal had government work programs.  Many of these programs  

gave young men jobs for Public Work projects.  Public Works is 

when workers build things for the public, like bridges and parks.  

 F.D.R. also started a program that is still in use today called 

Social Security.  Social Security is a government program that 

involves workers and retired workers.  This program makes sure 

that everyone who works and pays Social Security will get money 

when they reach a specific age. 

 One different thing about F.D.R. is that he served for almost 

four terms.  All the other presidents only served two terms.  Some 

people said that he wanted power.  The government made a new 

law to limit a president to only two terms.  F.D.R. helped bring the 

U.S. out of the Great Depression. 

Word Count 235
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Eleanor Roosevelt  
Name: _______________________	  

 Eleanor Roosevelt was the longest 

 running First Lady in United States 

 history.  No, this does not mean she 

 ran the furthest. It means that her 

 husband, President Franklin Roosevelt, 

 was a president longer than any of the 

 other presidents.  

 She went to college and had a busy life.  She married 

Franklin Roosevelt, who was a politician and later became 

the 32nd President of the United States.  When her husband 

became ill, she gave his speeches. This was rare because 

not many women spoke in public giving speeches. 

 She was a supporter for many things important to the 

country at that time.  Eleanor pushed for things such as 

unemployment benefits, ending discrimination, and improving 

women’s rights.   

 Eleanor was also a writer for a newspaper.  Through 

being a columnist, she touched many topics.  From child labor 

laws, to more support in education, she brought many issues 

to the public.  She also visited many military bases during 

WWII.  As the longest running First Lady, she used her 

position to help others.  

Word Count 168
Lexile 790



Mary McLeod Bethune 
Name:	  __________________________	  

 Mary McLeod Bethune was born in the 

late 1800’s in South Carolina.  Her impact on 

 education continues today. It is said that she 

was a good student back when she was  in a 

one room school house.  While in college, she 

became interested in   educating others. 

 Mary started her career in the South.  She began teaching 

in Georgia and Florida.  She was a well-known teacher.  Some 

people said that her teaching was the best anyone could ever 

have.  She had high expectations of her students. 

 Mary had a vision to build a school.  She had many people 

help her raise the money for this dream.  Her supporters 

helped with furniture and made materials.  Mary even went to 

the White House to get grants from Eleanor Roosevelt.  Some 

grants are monies given for education.  With help, her vision 

became a reality.  

 With many grants and hard work she created Bethune-

Cookman College.  When the school opened in Florida, it 

started out as a female only school.  At the time, she was the 

only female President and founder of a U.S. college.  Her 

college is still open and growing today. 

Word Count 188
Lexile 590



Alexander Graham Bell
Name: ______________________________

 On March 10, 1876, Alexander Graham Bell called his assistant. He 

said “Mr. Watson, come here, I want to see you”.  These were the first 

words spoken over the telephone.  This invention changed how humans 

communicated forever. 

 Alexander Graham Bell was born in Scotland in 1847.  His mother 

and brother were deaf.  They could not hear.  This motivated him to 

work towards an education in communications.  Alexander's father was a 

professor who taught deaf people.  He later graduated college and 

followed the same footsteps.  He even helped to tutor Helen Keller, a 

student that was deaf, blind, and speechless.   

 Alexander was also an engineer.  Not the kind of engineer that 

drives a train, but the kind that builds and designs inventions.  Alexander 

had a fascination with learning and making life easier through inventions.  

He helped create hearing devices, or aids, to help deaf.  He also invented 

a metal detector.  

 By far, his greatest inventions have to do with communication.  

With the development of the telephone, Alexander cemented his named in 

history forever.  He also patented and created the many parts and wires 

that come with telephones.  A patent is a document that proves to the 

world that an invention is yours. His accomplishments continue to be a 

part of our lives.

Word Count 211
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Name: _________________________________	  

 Do you think you have daily challenges?  When Helen Keller     

was only around two years old, she lost both her hearing and sight.  

Because of this, she did not have the ability to speak.  Helen Keller 

went on to do many great things. 

 Helen Keller was born in Alabama on June 27, 1880.  Her life 

was changed when she got sick and became blind and deaf.  Her 

family placed her in special schools.  They even sent her to the 

famous inventor Alexander Graham Bell.  Alexander taught deaf 

children at the time.  He referred Helen to a school for the blind.  The 

school sent a teacher named Anne Sullivan, to teach Helen. 

 Helen Keller was connected with Anne Sullivan at a young age.  

Anne started teaching Helen sign language.  Sign language is a 

speechless language where hand signals represent things or ideas. 

Some of Helen Keller’s first sign language signals stood for water, 

doll, and animal names. 

 Anne Sullivan was Helen’s main teacher for most of her life.  

Helen attended many schools throughout the U.S. and eventually 

graduated college.  She even learned how to speak.  He became a 

very respected lecturer and writer.  A lecturer is like a teacher who 

gives speeches to teach people.  Helen Keller is known for her  

writing.  Many of her writings were about Human Rights.  Human 

Rights are the rights every human is entitled to such as the right to  

be free and treated equal.  Helen Keller showed the world that even   

a deaf and blind person can become successful.  

Word Count 254
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 Susan B. Anthony was born in America on February 15, 1820.  Her 

name is one of the most recognized in U.S. history.  During her time, 

women had little or no basic rights.  In some states, women could not hold 

the same jobs as men.  Throughout the country, women couldn’t vote.   

 She was determined to change civil rights.  Her main focus was for 

women to earn an equal education to men.  Susan’s parents home 

schooled her for most of her education.  Her parents were abolitionists 

which meant they were against slavery.  Susan and her family fought for 

civil rights throughout the United States with rallies, writings, speeches, and 

other protests.  

 Susan joined many organizations for women’s rights.  Her main 

organization was the National Woman Suffrage Association or NWSA.  

Suffrage is another word for the right to vote.  The NWSA worked for the 

voting rights of African Americans and women.  She would pressure the 

government with many protests.  There were meetings, rallies, and 

marches.  These types of protests are called movements.  They usually 

require hundreds and thousands of people participating. 

 After many years of protesting, the United States finally made an 

amendment for women to vote.  This amendment made it illegal to deny 

women the right to vote.  This began the process for women to hold 

government positions and have equal working conditions.  She also helped 

pave the way for equal pay and other fair treatments for women and 

African Americans.  

Name: ___________________________________	  

Susan B. Anthony 
Word Count 239
Lexile 760



Neil Armstrong
Name:  ________________________________________	  

 Neil Armstrong is considered one of the most recognized people in 

the world.  The reason Neil Armstrong is famous is because he is one 

of the few people to walk on the moon.   

 Neil started as a pilot for the Navy during the Korean War.  He was 

also an aerospace engineer and a professor of aeronautics.  

Aeronautics is the study of flight and science.  He also became a test 

pilot for N.A.S.A. and flew space crafts.  N.A.S.A. stands for National 

Aeronautical and Space Administration.  It is managed by the United 

States Government.  Neil  became one of the first pilots to work for the 

N.A.S.A..  There, he flew many experimental rockets, jets, and aircrafts.  

He participated in  scientific studies of flight and space.

 In the late 1960’s, he landed a chance to be one of the first 

astronauts for training to fly to the moon.  Through N.A.S.A., several men 

were trained.  In the end, N.A.S.A. picked four astronauts and Neil was 

one of them.

 The first flight to the moon came in 1969.  Neil Armstrong was the 

first person to set foot on the moon on July 21st.  As he stepped on the 

moon he stated the words, “That’s one small step for man, one giant leap 

for mankind”.  Neil was joined by one other astronaut named, Buzz Alderin.  

Together they explored the surface of the moon for 2 ½ hours.  Before 

they left, they put an American Flag on the surface. 

 Neil Armstrong worked hard to earn his chance to fly to the moon.  

He always made good grades and even graduated college with a 4.8 G.P.A. 

To become an astronaut like Neil takes hard work and dedication.   

Word Count 278
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Name: _______________________________	  

 Thomas Edison is one of the most 

recognized inventors of all time.  He has  

over one thousand inventions.  He is also  

known for his desire to be successful.  

 His most popular invention was probably his sustainable light bulb.  

His light bulb would last much longer than many other light bulbs.  

Without Thomas Edison, we would not have movies.  He created motion 

pictures, which is basically the ability to record movement and the ability 

to watch it.  This eventually led to recording music.  Imagine if you had 

to travel far distances and pay just to hear music performed only for 

that evening.  Thanks to his invention of the phonograph, we are able to 

record and listen to music whenever we want. 

 Thomas Edison also had many successful businesses.  He started 

the first electric company in the world.  He owned a concrete company 

that helped build Yankee stadium and the Panama Canal.  He also had a 

legendary laboratory.  This laboratory was based in New York City and 

consumed two blocks.   

 Throughout his life, he had just as many unsuccessful 

experiences.  His power company was overcome by more effective 

power companies.  He had more unsuccessful inventions than 

inventions that worked.  Nonetheless, he is considered to be one of the 

most recognized inventors of all time.  

Thomas Edison 
Phonograph 

Word Count 219 
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Wright Bros.
Name: _____________________________	  

 The Wright brothers were innovative thinkers.  They were the first 

inventors to create a sustaining airplane.  Believe it or not, humans had 

already taken flight with hot air balloons, gliders, and even attached 

themselves to flying kites.  All of these pre-airplane flights lacked the ability 

for continuous flight.  The Wright Brothers changed flight as we know it. 

 The Wright brothers were both very creative.  They started their 

own businesses at a young age.  Some of their businesses included a 

printing press and a bicycle repair shop.  Through the bicycle repair shop, 

they met other inventors and hard workers.  By meeting other people, 

they became motivated to work with gliders.  Through this, they put all 

their ideas towards creating the first sustainable airplane.  

 In the late 1890’s and early 1900’s, the two brother’s developed and 

flew many gliders.  The brothers, Orville and Wilbur, designed a new type 

of wing.  These wings were angled and helped create “lift”.  Lift is the 

ability to manipulate air pressure to create flight.  Through their design, 

the Wright brothers wing could lift just about anything. 

 They had many successes and failures.  Many of their flights were 

short, lasting less than one hundred feet.  In the early 1900’s, they made 

an airplane known as the “Kitty Hawk”.  It had many successful flights in 

North Carolina.  Their wing design is still used today in jets and jumbo 

airplanes. They made a mark in history. 
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Amelia Earhart 
Name: __________________________	  

 Amelia Earhart is an American icon and role model for many 

women.  Amelia Earhart was born to an average American family in 

1897.  Her family traveled across the country and had little money.  

When she was a young woman in California, her father paid ten 

dollars for her to take a ride with a World War I flying ace.  After that 

ride, she knew she had to become a pilot.  Through hard work and 

dedication, Amelia soon made her dream come true.

 Amelia was determined to become a pilot.  At the time, airplanes 

had just been invented.  There were not many planes or pilots.  She 

had to work many jobs to raise enough money for flight training.     

When she finally earned enough money, she was taught by another 

female pilot.  She learned quickly and soon raised enough money to 

buy her own plane.  Amelia loved to fly and within her first few flights, 

she broke a record for the highest flying female pilot.  She broke the 

record when she flew her plane over fifteen-thousand feet, which is    

like flying over a huge mountain. 

 Amelia had become famous for her daredevil flying.  She took 

many risks where and how she flew.  She was also famous for being 

the first woman to fly across the Atlantic.  She flew from Canada to 

Wales in the United Kingdom.   This helped her earn a spot in 

commercial flying and taking people around the world.   

 Amelia’s love of flying ends in mystery to this day.  She also 

made records flying around and across other oceans.  This proved 

tragic for Amelia Earhart.  Upon one of her flights, Amelia’s airplane 

mysteriously disappeared.  There were searches for years but no one 

has ever found her plane.  Her mysterious dissappearance has made 

her a legend.

Lexile 780
Word Count 295



Name: _________________________	  

 Betsy Ross is considered an American legend.  Her story 

begins like many other Americans throughout history.  She comes 

from an immigrant family.  Her family, like many Americans, were 

hard workers.  When she was young, the United States was in 

the beginning stages of developing into a country. 

 Betsy Ross started working with upholstery at a young age.  

Upholstery is the sewing of fabric to furniture.  During the war, 

she used her talent to help with the war effort.  Her upholstery 

skills were used to sew uniforms.   

 Betsy lived and worked in the city of Philadelphia, 

Pennsylvania. At the time, many American Colonists and British 

considered it to be the capital.  This was because the young 

government would frequently meet there.  It was there in 1777, 

where she would become a legend.  George Washington and 

other important people visited her.  They asked her to sew a 

flag.  This flag would be used by the Continental Army.  The 

Continental Army was the first American army and needed a flag 

to display during battles.  Betsy sewed the flag and many say 

that she even helped in some of the designs.  

 Betsy Ross is considered a legend.  Like all legends, there 

are some historians and people that have doubts about her story. 

They don’t believe it because there is no written account about 

her making the first flag or meeting George Washington.  The 

story was handed down by oral tradition, not written.  The story 

was told by her grandson and became famous many years after 

the war and Betsy’s death.  The solid fact about Betsy is that she 

started a company that made the Stars and Stripes for the 

duration of the war.  
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