
It’s a Dog’s Life How Man's 
Best Friend Sees, Hears, 
and Smells the World                                 
by Susan E. Goodman 

Covering everything from 

dog breeds to their evolu-

tion and behavior, this ac-

cessible nonfiction book is sure to satisfy 

even the most voracious fact hounds. 
 

Pie by Sarah Weeks 

When Alice's Aunt Polly passes 

away, she takes with her the se-

cret to her world-

famous pie-crust 

recipe. Or does she? 

In her will, Polly 

leaves the recipe to 

her fat, disagreeable 

cat, Lardo . . . and 

then leaves Lardo in 

the care of Alice. It's 

up to Alice and her friend Charlie 

to put the pieces together and dis-

cover the not-so-secret recipe for 

happiness. 

The Emerald Atlas               
by John Stephens 

Kate, Michael, and Emma 

are on a journey through 

time to dangerous and se-

cret corners of the world. 

And—if an ancient prophesy 

is correct—what they do 

can change history, and it is up to them to 

set things right. 

Eight Keys                
by Suzanne LaFleur 

Elise has always 

lived in the big 

house with her lov-

ing Uncle and Aunt, 

and there's always 

been a barn behind 

the house with eight locked doors 

on the second floor. Then Elise 

receives a mysterious key left for 

her by her father. A key that un-

locks one of the eight doors up-

stairs in the barn... 

Check us out at: 
http://www.usm.edu/childrens-
book-festival/magnolia-award  

or  

Like us on Facebook. 

A Children's Choice Award for 

the State of Mississippi 

Look for these and other great titles                     
at your local library! 

3rd-5th 
Grades 



About Average by Andrew 
Clements 

Jordan Johnston is average. 

Not short, not tall. Not 

plump, not slim. Not blond, 

not brunette. Not gifted, not 

flunking out. So she makes 

a goal: By the end of the year, she will dis-

cover her great talent. By the end of the 

year, she will no longer be average. She will 

find a way to become extraordinary, and 

everyone will know about it!  
Glory Be                                          

by Augusta Scatter-

good 

“Glory” Hemphill can’t 

wait to turn twelve 

and have her birthday 

party at the local public pool. But 

things are changing in her Missis-

sippi town in the summer of 1964, 

and the local pool is closed.  

The Art of Miss Chew            

by Patricia Polacco  

Trisha knows she 

wants to be an art-

ist just like her 

grandmother—until 

a substitute teacher 

tells her she's wast-

ing time on art 

when she should be studying. 

This true story celebrates the 

power of art itself. 

The Book of Blood: From Leg-
ends and Leeches to Vam-
pires and Veins                      
by HP Newquist  

The author takes young 

readers on an engaging tour 

of the world of blood, from ancient history 

to modern science—including tales of vam-

pires, medieval medical practices, and Ma-

yan sacrificial rites!  

  

 

What is the Magnolia Children's 

Choice Book Award? 

The Magnolia Children's Choice Award is 
an award to be given annually to the book 
voted by the children of Mississippi as 
their favorite.  

What is the purpose of the Magnolia 

Children's Choice Book Award? 

The purpose of the Magnolia Children's 
Choice Book Award is to introduce the 
children of Mississippi to current literature 
and to instill a love of reading. 

How are the Magnolia Children's 
Choice Book Award recipients cho-

sen? 

Children who vote must have been ex-
posed to at least half of the nominated 
titles—this includes reading independent-
ly, having the book read to them, or listen-
ing to an audio production of the book. 
Voting will take place electronically each 
February in schools and libraries, with the 
winning titles announced at the Fay B. 
Kaigler Children's Book Festival in April. 

How are nominations for the Magnolia 

Children's Choice Book Award made? 

Nominations can be made by any adult 
for the following categories: K-2nd grade, 
3rd-5th grade, and 6th-8th grade. All nom-
inations must be made by September 30 
of each year. (Starting in fall 2013, nomi-
nations can be made for the 9th-12th 
grade category to be first awarded in 
2015.) 

2014 Nominees for 3rd-5th Grades 

Ellray Jakes Walks the Plank                         
by Sally Warner 

EllRay Jakes’ younger sister ac-

cidentally overfeeds the class-

room goldfish EllRay was sup-

posed to take care of over 

Spring vacation. What is EllRay 

going to tell his teacher and the kids in his 

3rd grade class?  

Mousenet                              
by Prudence Brei-
trose 

When ten-year-old 

Megan helps her 

uncle invent the 

Thumbtop, the 

world’s smallest computer, mice 

are overjoyed, and they want one 

for every mouse hole. 


