
The Princess and the Pig                                 
by Jonathan Emmett 

There’s been a terrible 

mix-up in the royal 

nursery—Priscilla the 

princess has accidentally 

switched places with the 

farmer’s new piglet. 

While Priscilla grows up 

on the farm, poor yet very happy, things 

don’t turn out quite so well for the piglet. 

Kissing a frog has done wonders before, 

but will it work for a pig? 

Shoebox Sam                              
by Mary Brigid Barrett 

At Shoebox Sam’s shop old 

shoes become like new 

again and anyone in need 

finds a friend. Delia and 

Jessie spend Saturdays 

helping Sam—and learning 

about giving and caring, 

loving and sharing. 

Pete the Cat Rocking in My School 
Shoes by Eric Litwin 

Pete discovers the 

library, the lunch-

room, the play-

ground, and lots of 

other cool places at 

school. And no mat-

ter where he goes, 

Pete never stops moving and 

grooving and singing his 

song...because it’s all good. 

Oh, No!                           
by Candace Fleming 

Young children will de-

light in repeating the 

refrain "OH, NO!" as 

one animal after anoth-

er falls into a deep, deep hole in this 

lively read-aloud.   

Creepy Carrots                
by Aaron Reynolds 
and Peter Brown 

Jasper Rabbit loves 

carrots. He eats 

them on the way to 

school. He eats them 

going to Little 

League. He eats them walking 

home. Until the day the carrots 

start following him...or are they? 

This hilarious picture book shows 

it’s all fun and games...until you 

get too greedy. 

Check us out at: 
http://www.usm.edu/childrens-
book-festival/magnolia-award  

or  

Like us on Facebook. 

A Children's Choice Award for 

the State of Mississippi 

K-2nd  

Grades 

Look for these and other great titles                     
at your local library! 

 



Big Mean Mike                
by Michelle Knudsen 

Mike is big and mean, 

and that’s just the way 

he likes it. But one day a 

tiny, fuzzy bunny shows 

up in his car. Mike can’t 

believe it! Big mean dogs do not hang out 

with tiny, fuzzy bunnies! What follows is a 

comical lesson about how keeping up your 

image is not nearly as fun as being your 

own quirky self. 

I Want My Hat Back                         
by Jon Klassen 

The bear’s hat is 

gone, and he 

wants it back. He 

asks the animals, 

one by one, 

whether they have 

seen it. Each ani-

mal says no—until 

a deer comes by 

and asks a simple 

question that sparks the bear’s 

memory and renews his search 

with a vengeance.  

Nothing Like a Puffin            

by Sue Soltis  

A puffin is an 

amazing creature. 

It’s completely 

unique and one-of

-a kind. A ladder 

is nothing like a 

puffin. A house is 

nothing like a puffin. A newspa-

per is nothing like a puffin...But 

wait! Could these things be more 

alike than you think? Follow this 

mischievous puffin in an enter-

taining exercise in creative clas-

sification, and you’ll be guaran-

teed to start looking at everyday 

things in a whole new way.  
Press Here                            
by Herve Tullet  

Each page of this surpris-

ing book instructs the 

reader to press the dots, 

shake the pages, tilt the 

book, and who knows what 

will happen next! This unique picture book 

about the power of imagination and inter-

activity will provide read-aloud fun for all 

ages! 

Rocket Writes a Story    
by Tad Hills 

Rocket loves books and 

wants to make his own, 

so he sets out on a jour-

ney. Along the way, he 

discovers small details 

that he’s never noticed 

before and an idea for a story. 

 

What is the Magnolia Children's 

Choice Book Award? 

The Magnolia Children's Choice Award is 
an award to be given annually to the book 
voted by the children of Mississippi as 
their favorite.  

What is the purpose of the Magnolia 

Children's Choice Book Award? 

The purpose of the Magnolia Children's 
Choice Book Award is to introduce the 
children of Mississippi to current literature 
and to instill a love of reading. 

How are the Magnolia Children's 
Choice Book Award recipients cho-

sen? 

Children who vote must have been ex-
posed to at least half of the nominated 
titles—this includes reading independent-
ly, having the book read to them, or listen-
ing to an audio production of the book. 
Voting will take place electronically each 
February in schools and libraries, with the 
winning titles announced at the Fay B. 
Kaigler Children's Book Festival in April. 

How are nominations for the Magnolia 

Children's Choice Book Award made? 

Nominations can be made by any adult 
for the following categories: K-2nd grade, 
3rd-5th grade, and 6th-8th grade. All nom-
inations must be made by September 30 
of each year. (Starting in fall 2013, nomi-
nations can be made for the 9th-12th 
grade category to be first awarded in 
2015.) 

2014 Nominees for K-2nd Grade 


