
•	 Competitions will take place on Thursday, 
April 23 and Friday, April 24, 2015 at the FEA 
National Conference at the Hyatt Regency 
Crystal City in Arlington, Virginia, which all 
competitors must attend.	(Competitors	in	the	
FEA	Leadership	Award	competition	will	not	need	to	
participate	in	any	onsite	judging.)

•	 All	individual	competitions	are	open	to	good-
standing	FEA	members	in	middle	school	and	high	
school.	(Students	may	or	may	not	be	affiliated	with	
an	FEA	chapter.)	All	chapter	competitions	are	open	
to	good-standing	FEA	chapters	in	middle	school	
and	high	school.	Please note: middle school will 
compete with high school. They will not have 
their own division.	A	couple	of	select	competitions	
are	open	to	college	level	students.	They	will	compete	
in	their	own	division.

•	 If	a	competitor	is	from	a	state	that	holds	state	
competitions	they	must	first	qualify	at	their	state	
conference	before	competing	at	the	FEA	National	
Conference.	Contact	your	state	director	to	see	if	your	
state	offers	competitions.

•	 All competitor materials must be uploaded 
by Noon (Eastern Time), March 16, 2015.	Each	
competition	will	identify	what	materials	are	required	
for	submission	prior	to	the	competition.	Failure	

to	submit	required	materials	by	the	submission	
deadline	will	result	in	disqualification.	Students 
who have qualified for nationals by placing 
in the top five in state-level competitions 
also must submit their entries on the national 
website by the deadline to compete at the 
national conference.

•	 For	states	that	offer	state-level	competitions,	the	
top	five	places	in	each	competition	offered	by	the	
state	will	be	eligible	to	compete	at	the	FEA	National	
Conference;	no	other	entrants	from	states	that	offer	
the	competition	at	the	state	level	will	be	eligible	
for	those	state-level-offered	competitions.	For	
states	that	do	not	offer	state-level	competitions,	
students	may	register	to	compete	in	those	events	
at	the	FEA	National	Conference.	(For	example,	if	
you	want	to	compete	in	Impromptu	Speaking	but	
place	sixth	or	lower	in	your	state	level	Impromptu	
Speaking	competition—	or	don’t	compete	in	the	
state	level	competitions	at	all,	you	unfortunately	
can’t	compete	in	Impromptu	Speaking	at	the	FEA	
National	Conference	this	year.	If	you	live	in	a	state	
that	didn’t	hold	an	Impromptu	Speaking	state-level	
competition,	you	may	register	to	compete	in	that	
event	at	the	FEA	National	Conference.)	This	applies	
to	all	FEA	National	Competitions.

Note: The following guidelines apply to all 2015 Future Educators 
Association National Competitions. Please copy and distribute these 
pages to each student competing in a competition.
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•	 All video files that are submitted in advance 
must be in .mp4 format.	Videos	that	are	not	
in	this	file	format	will	not	be	accepted	and	will	
be	immediately	disqualified.	Videos	will	not	be	
accepted	by	mail.

•	 Students	may	enter	up	to	a	total	of	three	(3)	
combined	events.

•	 Advisors	may	enter	up	to	three	(3)	students	per	
chapter	in	each	individual	event	and	one	(1)	
team	for	chapter	events.	All chapter events 
require at least two and no more than four 
student representatives per chapter to 
participate in the judging session at the FEA 
National Conference.

•	 Competitors	must	report	to	their	assigned	areas	
on	time.	Failure	to	report	at	their	scheduled	time	
can	result	in	disqualification.	All	advisors	will	
be	provided	a	schedule	of	all	of	their	students’	
scheduled	competition	times	prior	to	the	conference.

•	 Competitors	may	allow	advisors	and	other	non-
competitor	spectators	to	be	in	the	judging	room	
with	the	participant	during	their	competition.	Peer	
competitors	will	not	be	permitted	as	spectators.

•	 Competitors	are	expected	to	dress	in	business-casual	
attire.	(See here for a detailed explanation of what 
is and is not permissible as “business casual.”)	
Points	will	be	deducted	from	the	entrant’s	score	for	
failure	to	follow	the	stated	dress	code.

•	 Certificates	will	be	awarded	to	the	top	10	entries.	
Awards	will	be	presented	to	the	top	three	(3)	entries	
in	each	category.	

•	 Entrants	grant	PDK	International,	the	sponsoring	
organization	for	FEA,	the	right	to	use	and	publish	
the	submission	in	print,	online,	or	in	any	media	
without	compensation.

•	 Entrants	grant	PDK	International,	the	sponsoring	
organization	for	FEA,	the	right	to	post	photos	of	
students	for	promotional	purposes	on	the	state	
FEA	website.

•	 All	source	media	used	for	the	competition	must	be	
cited	in	competition	submissions.	

•	 All	submitted	materials	must	reflect	original	work	
from	the	2014-2015	school	year.	Material	that	may	
have	been	submitted	in	previous	years	is	ineligible.	

•	 Written	permissions	for	copyrighted	material	must	
be	obtained	for	the	rights	to	display	and	present	
media-related	materials	at	the	FEA	National	
Conference	and	to	post	media-related	materials	on	
the	FEA	website.	All	permissions	obtained	to	use	
copyrighted	material	must	be	included	with	entry	
submission.	(Note:	This	requirement	does	apply	
to	music	used	in	videos	and	other	media-related	
materials.	It	does	not	apply	to	artifacts	collected	
for	a	project.)	Failure	to	accomplish	this	will	result	
in	disqualification.

Entries must be submitted online at: www.futureeducators.org under “National Conference”

For event inquiries call: 800-766-1156 or email fea@pdkintl.org
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Contest Purpose

In his 2012 commencement address to University of the Arts students in Philadelphia, world famous author and storyteller Neil 
Gaiman said: 

“Life is sometimes hard. Things go wrong, in life and in love and in business and in friendship and in health and in all the other 
ways that life can go wrong. And when things get tough, this is what you should do: Make good art.

I’m serious. Husband runs off with a politician? Make good art. Leg crushed and then eaten by mutated boa constrictor? Make 
good art. IRS on your trail? Make good art. Cat exploded? Make good art. Somebody on the Internet thinks what you do is 
stupid or evil or it’s all been done before? Make good art. Probably things will work out somehow, and eventually time will take 
the sting away, but that doesn’t matter. Do what only you do best. Make good art. Make it on the good days too.”

FEA students: it’s time to make and share some good art. This is your opportunity to summon your storytelling powers and 
create original children’s literature. Great literature can be entertaining, educational, inspiring, or illuminating, and while it 
may be fictional, it speaks to inner truths. Children’s book authors— like educators— help young people to understand these 
inner truths and to make sense of the world. This competition offers FEA students the opportunity to try out that identity as an 
author and an educator.

General Information

The book may be written and illustrated by one individual 
(the author/illustrator) or two individuals (as co-authors or 
one author/one illustrator) Assistance with illustrations using 
graphic design, computer animation or other artist assistance 
is permissible for the artwork of the book. The participant will 
prepare the original short story book format designed for a 
specific age audience (ages 3-5; ages 6-8; or ages 9-11).

Competition Guidelines

Book GuIdelInes

A.  Write a short story in a “book” format in English. The 
story can be about anything but should reinforce either 
academic or social/emotional values appropriate for 
public school.

B.  A signed “Statement of Originality” must be completed 
and submitted with the book. 

C.  This book should be written for a specific age audience 
(ages 3-5; ages 6-8; or ages 9-11) selected by the author 
and illustrator.

D.  The book includes a front and back cover, a title/credit 
page, and no more than 36 pages. (36 pages front only or 
18 pages front/back excluding title/credit page.)

E.  The title page should include the title of the story, 
appropriate age audience, author, illustrator (if different 
from author), advisor’s name, school, contact information: 
email and high school address

F.  Maximum book size is 14” X 22” and should be bound 
using a durable user-friendly method of binding. 
(Commercially produced bound blank books are allowed.)

G.  Text and graphics may be either hand or computer 
generated. Illustrations should be colorful and art should 
amplify the impact of reader’s experience with the story. 
Neatness counts.

PresentatIon GuIdelInes

A.  The author and illustrator will bring a copy of their book 
to the competition to present and read to the judges.

B.  Acceptable presentation length, including the story 
introduction, will be between (5) and (10) minutes. 
Presenters exceeding (10) minutes or under (5) minutes 
will be deducted (1) point for going over or under the 
time limit and 1 additional point for every additional (30) 
seconds over or under the time limit.

COMPETITION TYPE: Individual (one author/illustrator) or 
Dual (two co-authors or one author/one illustrator)—Closed 
to spectators
ELIGIBILITY: FEA Middle and High School Students
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C.  The author and illustrator will introduce and read the 
book to the judges.

D.  A time-keeper will hold up time cards as a warning at (5) 
minutes and again at (10) minutes. The presentation will 
be stopped at (12) minutes.

E.  After the presentation, judges will have time to ask 
questions and finish scoring sheets. Judges will review the 
book and score. Once judges have completed scoring, they 
will return the book to the participant.

F.  Presenters should wear conference-appropriate clothing 
or dress in character costumes relevant to the book.

Judging and scoring

A.  The judges’ decisions are final.

B.  Scoring is based on the Children’s Literature 
Competition rubric.

How to enter

A.  Students must register online for the competition by the 
submission deadline stated on the General Competition 
Information sheet.

B.  Print the confirmation page for your records after 
completing the online submission form.

http://www.futureeducators.org
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statement of originality
I attest that my submission for the 2015 FEA National Competition for Children’s Literature reflects solely my original, creative 
efforts (and those of the other entrant if applicable). No aspect of this submission is plagiarized, or infringes on the intellectual 
property or copyright held by anyone other than the entrant(s).

Entrant(s) signature:

Entrant(s) Printed name:

Printed book title: 

Date:

School Name:

School City/State:


