
Wednesday: 
1) Sentence: People are cutting down trees in forests. 
 Read the sentence. (wait) Who or what is the sentence about? 
(people) That makes people the subject. What are all subjects? (nouns) 
Great! So, label it N for noun. Now, what are the people doing? Hint: it’s 

two words. (are cutting) Right, so that makes it the action or… (verb). 
Label both words V for verb. How are they cutting? (down) Since down is 

describing the verb, that makes it an…(adverb) So, label it ADV for 
adverb. What are the cutting? (trees) What is a tree? (a noun or thing 

which makes it a noun) Label it N for noun. Remember, in is a… 
(preposition). Label it P for preposition. In what? (forests) Yes, and that 

makes forest the object of the preposition which means it is a… (noun). 
Correct, so label it N for noun. 
 **If they answer incorrect tonight, ask them the prompting question 
one more time and tell them to try again. If they are still incorrect, you 
should give them the answer. 
2) We need to make home plural, as in more than one. Koalas are losing 
their (homes). Exactly, just add an s. 
 **If they answer incorrectly, ask them to try again. If they are still 
incorrect, remind them that you add s to most nouns to make them plural. 
If they are still incorrect, give them the answer.  
3) The directions say: Correct the dialogue. What is dialogue? (words 
someone says) Read the sentence. (wait) What words are being spoken? 
(Like other animals; koalas need lots of space to live) That’s right! What 
do we do when someone is speaking? (Keep asking until you get both of 
the following: put quotation marks around it, put a comma) So, where 
should we put quotation marks? (before like and after animals; before 
koalas and after live*) Excellent. Make sure you put it after the period. 
We also need two commas. Where do you think they go? (after animals 
and after keeper**) Great job! Make sure you put the comma after 
animals BEFORE the quotation marks and the one after keeper BEFORE 
the quotation marks. 
 *INCORRECT: If they don’t get the either part of the sentence, ask: 
Are there any other words being said? If they still answer incorrectly, 
ask them who is talking? (the zoo keeper) How did you know? What in the 
sentence let you know that? (it says stated the zoo keeper) So, those are 
the only words not being said. Everything else is being said out loud, so 
we need to put them in quotes. 
 **INCORRECT: If they don’t know that the commas should go 
inside, then outside the quotation marks: just tell them the right spot. 



4) We need to look at the metaphor from Tuesday’s column to answer 
this question. The kids in my class are all brains. What do you think that 
means? (the kids are smart/good students/etc. Accept some version of 
that) 
5) Use lesson 3 in the word study section of the binder for help. 
6) Read the sentence and think about where there should be a pause. 
(wait) Where do you think the comma should go? (after eventually) If they 
answer incorrectly, you read the sentence and pause after eventually 
then ask: where did you hear me pause? (after eventually) 
7) Miss Jenkins gave you the answer to this in class. You should 
have written when or where something is happening or is. 

THURSDAY: 
1) We need to make the verbs past tense. You guys have spent a lot 
of time on verbs in class, so I’m gonna let you try this one on your own. 
 CORRECT ANSWERS: destroyed; lived 
 If they are incorrect, remind them that to make most verbs past 
tense you just add d or ed. 
2) Read the sentence and decide if we should use smaller or smallest. 
(wait) So, which one should be use? (smaller) Great job! 
 INCORRECT: Remind them that only two things are being 
compared: the koala population at two different times. When comparing 
two things, use ER.  
3) Is this sentence simple, compound or complex? While saving koalas 
is possible, it will take a lot of hard work. (complex) 
 INCORRECT: If they say simple, tell them there is more than one 
complete thought. Ask: do you see a FANBOYS conjunction? (no) If there 
is more than one thought but no FANBOYS conjunction, it is a complex 
sentence. 
 INCORRECT: If they say compound, ask: do you see a FANBOYS 
conjunction? (no) When there is more than one complete thought but no 
FANBOYS conjunction, the sentence is complex. 
4) Write a word that means the same as old. (wait) Write a word 
that means the opposite of old. 
5) Use lesson 3 in the word study section of the binder for help. 
6) Read the sentence and think about where there should be a pause. 
(wait) Where do you think the comma should go? (after fact) If they 
answer incorrectly, you read the sentence and pause after fact then ask: 
where did you hear me pause? (after fact) 
7) Read the sentence. (wait) What is after telling us? (when she got 
water) IF INCORRECT:  Give them the answer.


