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Jack and the Beanstalk
A long time ago, there lived a poor couple with only one child, Jack. Jack was a
crafty boy, so one day Jack’s mother trusted him to sell their only cow for a good
price. Jack headed to the market and on the way he met a man who was
interested in his cow. Jack asked, “What will you give me in return for my cow?”
The man answered, “I will trade you five magic beans!” Jack knew it might be a
trick, but he desired the beans anyway. He took the magic beans. When he
returned home, Jack’s mother became very grim. “You fool!” She exclaimed, “He
took away your cow and gave you some beans!” She threw the beans out of the
window. Jack felt very foolish and went to sleep without dinner.
The next morning when Jack awoke, he noticed that a gigantic beanstalk had
grown next to the window! “How peculiar!” he said as his curiosity grew. He
climbed up the beanstalk and reached a vast kingdom covering the sky. There he
discovered a giant and his wife. Jack went inside the house and found the giant’s
wife in the kitchen. Jack decided to be friendly instead of scared. “Good morning!
I wonder if you could give me some breakfast? I would be a fatter treat if you
did!” The wife grinned. Jack had coaxed her into giving him some bread and milk.
While he was eating, the giant came home. The giant was very large and
fearsome. Jack was terrified and found a place to hide. The giant cried, “Fee-fifofum, I smell the blood of an Englishman. Be he alive, or be he dead, I’ll grind his
bones to make my bread!” The wife said, “Don’t be silly!” So, the giant ate his
breakfast and then went to his chamber. He took out his sacks of gold coins,
counted them and kept them aside. Then he went to sleep. At dusk, Jack crept
out of his hiding place, took one sack of gold coins and climbed down the
beanstalk. At home, he showed the coins to his mother. His mother was delighted
and they lived well for sometime.
Jack clambered up the beanstalk again. Jack asked the giant’s wife for food.
While he was eating the giant returned. Jack leapt up in fright and went and hid
under the bed. The giant cried, “Fee-fifo-fum, I smell the blood of an Englishman.
Be he alive, or be he dead, I’ll grind his bones to make my bread!” The wife said,
“Don’t be silly!” The giant ate his meal and went to his chamber. There, he took
out a hen. He shouted, “Lay!” and the hen laid a golden egg. Jack was attracted
to the hen. He waited for the giant to fall asleep, then carried the hen down the
beanstalk. Jack’s mother was very pleased with him.
(Continued on next page.)
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After some days, Jack once again
ascended the beanstalk and
went to the giant’s castle. For the
third time, Jack met the giant’s
wife and asked for some
breakfast. Once again, the giant’s
wife gave him bread and milk. But
while Jack was eating, the giant
returned. Sounding very distressed,
he said, “Fee-fi-fo-fum, I smell the
blood of an Englishman. Be he
alive, or be he dead, I’ll grind his
bones to make my bread!” “Don’t
be silly! There is no boy in here!”
insisted his wife.
The giant had a magical harp that
could play beautiful songs. While
the giant slept, Jack stole the harp
and was about to flee. Suddenly,
the magic harp pleaded, “Master!
Master!” The giant woke up and
saw Jack with the harp. Frantic, he
ran after Jack. Jack escaped
down the beanstalk and arrived
home. The giant pursued him.
Jack quickly ran inside his house
and fetched an axe. He began to
chop the beanstalk. The giant fell
and perished. Jack and his family
were now very wealthy and very
content.

Adapted from 1918 edition of English Fairy Tales retold by Flora Annie Steel. pg. 195 – 217 – PUBLIC DOMAIN
Original artwork by Arthur Rackham, from the 1918 edition mentioned above.

Copyright © 2018 Melanie LiCausi

mrslsleveledlearning.com

All Rights Reserved

English Language Arts Assessment: Reading Literature Scale 4.RL.1 Level 1
Jack and the Beanstalk
Name _______________________________________ Date(s) _____________
I can answer questions about a text by identifying the most important details or examples
relating to a question.
Preview the story, Jack and the Beanstalk. Read the story. Answer each question with details
or quotes from the text.
1a. What things did Jack steal from the giant?

1b. What is the setting of this story?

1c. How did the giant’s wife help Jack to hide from the giant?

1d. How did Jack’s mother react when he brought home the five magic beans?

1e. What did the giant say that he would do if he found Jack?

1f. How did the giant find Jack the third time he climbed the beanstalk?

1g. Decide whether the picture shows you the beginning, middle, or end of the story. Explain
what details help you to know.
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English Language Arts Assessment: Reading Literature Scale 4.RL.1 Level 2
Jack and the Beanstalk
Name _______________________________________ Date(s) _____________
I can explain what I’m thinking when I read specific words in a text that connect to things I
already know.
Reread the text, Jack and the Beanstalk. Answer each question with details about your
thinking.
2a. What do you think it means when the text says, “Jack knew it might be a trick, ...”? What
could the trick be?

2b. What do you think it means when the text says, “Jack felt very foolish...”? What do you
think “foolish” means, and how do you know?

2c. What did you think or feel when Jack said to the giant’s wife, “I would be a fatter teat if
you did!”? Why do you think he said this?

2d. After Jack stole the gold coins, the story says that he and his family “... lived well for some
time.” Why do you think the next sentence tell us that “Jack clambered up the beanstalk
again.”?
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English Language Arts Assessment: Reading Literature Scale 4.RL.1 Level 3*
Jack and the Beanstalk
Name _______________________________________ Date(s) _____________
* I can use details from the text to explain what the author says, or make inferences.
Reread the text, Jack and the Beanstalk. Answer the questions with details from the text.
3a. Why did Jack’s mother become “very grim” when he brought home beans?

3b. Why do you think the giant’s wife insisted, “Don’t be silly! There is no boy in here!”?

3c. Do you think the giant’s wife knew that Jack had stolen from them before? Why?

3d. The second time Jack visited, he stole the hen that laid golden eggs. If “Jack’s mother
was very pleased with him,” why do you think he went back a third time?

3e. Do you think it is fair that Jack was “very wealthy and content,” and the giant “perished”
in the end? Explain why.
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English Language Arts Assessment: Reading Literature Scale 4.RL.1 Level 4
Jack and the Beanstalk
Name _______________________________________ Date(s) _____________
I can make inferences based on multiple sources, such as taking information from two
different texts to form my own idea. I can use details from a text to check that my inference
is reasonable.
Reread the text, Jack and the Beanstalk. Use details from the story to explain your answer.
4a. The story says that Jack was a “crafty” boy. Explain what you think this means and how
he shows his “craftiness” in the story.

4b. Think of another character you’ve read or heard about that was “crafty”. Explain how
they are similar to Jack.

4c. Do you think it was “right” of Jack to steal things from the giant? Before you decide,
Download this version of the story from “English Fairy Tales Retold” by Flora Annie Steel
published in 1918. Read pages 195-217. Use details or quotes to explain your inference.
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How to Use 4th Grade ELA Leveled Assessments
PREPARE AHEAD OF TIME:
Choose the story that aligns with the standard you’d like to assess (3RL.1 uses Jack and the Beanstalk). Print one
copy of each story for each student. They may use the same copy for multiple standards or testing periods.
Have them keep their copy in a safe place. They may write on the pages to make notes or highlight.
Print the assessment pages back to back with levels 1-2 for your pretest. You may choose to leave the back
blank for more writing space, but these levels are designed to be quick and simple. Decide if you will offer Level
4 to all students, or a select group. You can print Levels 3-4 back to back for those students who will be
expected to try both sides; or you can print them with blank back sides for more writing space.
DECIDE AHEAD OF TIME:
There are two versions of the tests for most standards(ex: Reading Literature –RL1, Reading Information –RI1,
etc.). The first version asks questions from the given text. The second version offers general questions so you can
chose any text that aligns to Fiction (RL) or Non-Fiction (RI). If you choose to use both versions, I recommend
using the given text first, so students become familiar with the format. This will also be easier for you to grade
since all of the answers are listed in the Teacher Notes & Answer Guide. – FULL document with ALL STANDARDS.
You may choose the same text for each section of one standard, or you may want different ones. I suggest
using the same text for all 4 levels in one standard. It will help you and the students to see the progression of
leveled thinking skills for each standard.
GIVE THE ASSESSMENT AS A PRETEST:
* Every section of this assessment builds on the previous one. It is highly recommended that every student begin
with level 1 and work their way through every level in order.
Offer students Levels 1 and 2 to complete in one sitting. Give at least 20-30 minutes to read the story and
answer questions. You may skip Levels 1 and 2 for gifted or highly advanced students, as you see fit. Most
students should complete all four levels to show growth!
Grade the pretest and record their starting level. (Students may be on level 3 if they show mastery of level 2
immediately. At least 80% correct is recommended to claim mastery.) Sort students into groups based on
mastery level. Plan your targeted instruction for each group. Share their pretest scores and redo mistakes during
small group or individual instruction.
GIVE THE ASSESSMENT AS A POSTTEST:
Option 1: After adequate instruction and practice time, offer students the assessment that corresponds to their
next level of mastery. If students only pass level 1 on the pretest, you may want to give level 2 as a QUIZ.
Option 2: After adequate instruction and practice time, offer every student level 3 and 4 (if they hadn’t
mastered them during the pretest time).
This is where it’s really important to know your students! Reading and comprehension activities can take a long
time for some students. For this reason, you may want to have students redo mistakes from levels 1 and 2 during
class time or for homework. Then when it’s posttest time, they can jump right into level 3. Some of your low or
special needs students will not even be expected to master level 3. You may just want them to show growth.
Grade the posttest and record their final level as a GRADE. (At least 80% correct is recommended to claim
mastery for levels 3 or 4.) Share their posttest scores and record them for report cards. You may want to file their
completed assessments into portfolio binders or folders for parent conferences, student data meetings, or
teacher evaluations.
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4th Grade ELA Leveled Assessments

Teacher Notes & Answer Guide

*Note: These answers are examples of possible responses, but may not be the only correct
answers.
The “Possible Points” column is a suggestion for grading each level. It is suggested that each
student receive at least a 75-80% in each level to “PASS”; which means they have proved
mastery of that level of the scale. Grading with scales can be a flexible process so PLEASE
REFER TO YOUR SCHOOL’S GRADING POLICY TO DETERMINE WHAT PERCENTAGE CORRECT
INDICATES MASTERY.
Possible
Points:
1-2 pt.
1-2 pt.
1-2 pt.
1-2 pt.
1-2 pt.
1-2 pt.
1-2 pt.

1-2 pt.
1-2 pt.
1-2 pt.
1-2 pt.

2-3 pt.
each

3-5 pt.
each

Possible Answers:
4.RL.1 Level 1 – Jack and the Beanstalk
1a. Jack stole gold coins, a hen that lays golden eggs, and a magic harp
1b. Acceptable answers: England (“Englishman”), Jack’s house, a “kingdom in the sky”
1c. The giant’s wife helped Jack to hide by telling him, “There is no boy in here!”
1d. Jack’s mother “became very grim” and “threw the beans out of the window.”
1e. The giant said “...I’ll grind his bones to make my bread.”
1f. The giant found Jack the third time because the magic harp cried, “Help master, a boy is stealing
me!”
1g. The picture shows the end of the story because that’s when Jack chops the beanstalk down.
4.RL.1 Level 2 – Jack and the Beanstalk
2a. The trick could be that the beans are just ordinary and not magical.
2b. Jack felt foolish because he didn’t know if the beans were magical or not. He thought he’d been
tricked and to fool someone means to trick them.
2c. Jack said this to trick her into giving him some food. Ex: Jack was brave, tricky, crafty, confident,
etc...
2d. Jack went back to see what else he could steal from the giant because... they ran out of money,
he got greedy, he was curious, he was crafty and thought he could get more...etc.
4.RL.1 Level 3 – Jack and the Beanstalk
Make sure student answers give details from the text to support their inference. There may not be a
“right” or “wrong” answer. You are looking for “reasonable” interpretations that show support. Here’s
a few possibilities...
3a. Jack’s mother was angry because she was expecting him to bring home money because they
were poor.
3b. The giant’s wife helped Jack to hide because she was nicer than she seemed; she felt sorry for
him, etc.
3c. I don’t think the giant’s wife knew that Jack had stolen form them because she kept feeding him.
I do think the giant’s wife knew that Jack had stolen from them but she wasn’t worried because they
always had something else valuable; she felt bad for him.
3d. Jack was getting greedy; Jack felt very confident that he could get away with it; Jack liked the
adventure.
3e. It is fair that Jack got away in the end because the giant was bigger and stronger; and might’ve
killed Jack.
It is not fair that Jack killed the giant because he did steal from him.
4.RL.1 Level 4– Jack and the Beanstalk
Make sure student answers give details from the text to support their inference. There may not be a
“right” or “wrong” answer. You are looking for “reasonable” interpretations that show support.
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This document is a PREVIEW for a larger product, 4th Grade ELA Assessment for
ALL STANDARDS. The FULL document with ALL STANDARDS will have two versions of the tests
for most standards (ex: Reading Literature –RL1, Reading Information –RI1, etc.). The first
version asks questions from the given text. The second version offers general questions so you
can chose any text that aligns to Fiction (RL) or Non-Fiction (RI). If you choose to use both
versions, I recommend using the given text first, so students become familiar with the format.
This will also be easier for you to grade since all of the answers are listed in the Teacher Notes
& Answer Guide.
*Note: This second assessment version is written in such a way as to allow you to apply the
test questions to any text you choose. The suggestions are meant to help you know what to
look for in the answer, but can not give you specific answers since every text will be different.
Each test can be used multiple times with different texts.
Some suggestions in the Answer Guide will help you to modify your testing approach for
children with different needs.
For the “ANY TEXT” versions, you may want students to invent their own questions, or you may
want to choose the questions yourself. It is easiest to write your questions onto the test first,
and then make student copies. BE CAREFUL when asking students to write their own
questions for Levels 1 and 2. When students have to invent their own questions, it
automatically demands higher levels of thinking! To avoid this problem, I tried to create
specific and simple repetitive questions that model a structured template for students to
imitate. Some examples would be fill-in-the-blanks, or “Write your own question about a
character in the text. Use the word WHO.“
You may choose the same text for each section of one standard, or you may want different
ones. I suggest using the same text for all 4 levels in one standard. It will help you and the
students to see the progression of leveled thinking skills for each standard.
You may also want to use the additional “ANY TEXT” assessment levels as quizzes between
the pre and post-tests.

See the examples below for “ANY TEXT” Assessments.
COMING IN FALL 2018!
Please follow Mrs. L’s Leveled Learning TpT Store or Website by EMAIL to get
updates on newly published resources.
THANK YOU for trying this out!
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