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Summer Learning 6th Grade - Week 2 (RL.6.1 & 6.2)

Directions: Read the question. Fill in the bubble next to the corresponding
question number on your answer sheet. 

  
Sample Question Sample Answer Sheet

Sample Item Not Available

 
1. A B C D

2. A B C D

3. A B C D

4. A B C D

5. A B C D



For Questions 1 - 5:
 

1. My name is Calpurnia Virginia Tate, but back then everybody called
me Callie Vee. That summer, I was eleven years old and the only girl
out of seven children. Can you imagine a worse situation? I was
spliced midway between three older brothers—Harry, Sam Houston,
and Lamar—and three younger brothers—Travis, Sul Ross, and the
baby, Jim Bowie, whom we called J.B. The little boys actually
managed to sleep at midday, sometimes even piled atop one
another like damp, steaming puppies. The men who came in from
the fields and my father, back from his office at the cotton gin, slept
too, first dousing themselves with tin buckets of tepid well water on
the sleeping porch before falling down on their rope beds as if
poleaxed1.

  
2. Yes, the heat was a misery, but it also brought me my freedom.

While the rest of the family tossed and dozed, I secretly made my
way to the San Marcos River bank and enjoyed a daily interlude of
no school, no pestiferous brothers, and no Mother. I didn't have
permission to do this, exactly, but no one said I couldn't. I got away
with it because I had my own room at the far end of the hall,
whereas my brothers all had to share, and they would have tattled
in a red-hot second. As far as I could tell, this was the sole decent
thing about being the only girl.…

  
3. I asked Mother if I could cut off my hair, which hung in a dense

swelter all the way down my back. She said no, she wouldn't have
me running about like a shorn savage. I found this manifestly unfair,
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to say nothing of hot. So I devised a plan: Every week I would cut
off an inch of hair—just one stealthy inch—so that Mother wouldn't
notice. She wouldn't notice because I would camouflage myself with
good manners. When I took on the disguise of a polite young lady, I
could often escape her closer scrutiny. She was usually swamped by
the constant demands of the household and the ceaseless uproar of
my brothers. You wouldn't believe the amount of chaos and
commotion six brothers could create. Plus, the heat aggravated her
crippling sick headaches.…

  
4. That night I took a pair of embroidery scissors and, with great

exhilaration and a pounding heart, cut off the first inch. I looked at
the soft haystack of hair cupped in my palm. I was striding forth to
greet my future in the shiny New Century, a few short months away.
It seemed to me a great moment indeed. I slept poorly that night in
fear of the morning.

  
5. The next day I held my breath coming down the stairs to breakfast.

The pecan flapjacks tasted like cardboard. And do you know what
happened? Absolutely nothing. No one noticed in the slightest. I was
mightily relieved but also thought, Well, isn't that just like this

family. In fact, no one noticed anything until four weeks and four
inches went by and our cook, Viola, gave me a hard look one
morning. But she didn't say a word.

Excerpt from The Evolution of Calpurnia Tate  by Jacqueline Kelly.
Copyright 2009 by Henry Holt and Company.

1poleaxed—hit or knocked down
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1 Which is a theme of the passage?
 
A Children should obey their parents at all times.

B Boys have more fun than girls when they are little.

C Sometimes one needs a break from a hectic life.

D One should never lie to a family member.

2 Which sentence summarizes paragraph 4?
 

A Calpurnia was afraid she would get in trouble, so she did not
cut her hair.

B Calpurnia was excited about a haircut, but she immediately
regretted it.

C Calpurnia was eager for a haircut, so she cut it off at once.

D Calpurnia was nervous to cut her hair, but she was glad she
did it.

IO Assessment © 2020 IO Education
All content is the private property of the copyright holders. Page 3

Summer Learning 6th Grade - Week 2 (RL.6.1 & 6.2) | ID: 217388
Generated: 5/2020



3 Based on the passage, what can the reader infer about
Calpurnia’s character?
 
A She is upset and grouchy.

B She is lonely and bored.

C She is mischievous and clever.

D She is polite and careless.
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4 Part A     

Read the additional passage about the only female child in
a family of seven brothers.

from Our Only May Amelia
 by Jennifer L. Holm

Even Wilbert says it is terrible that Pappa was awful to me
today, on my own birthday. Wilbert is thirteen and my favorite
brother which is something indeed since I have so many
brothers, more than any girl should have. My secret birthday
wish is to get a sister.… Pappa is always yelling at me Don’t Get
Into Mischief May Amelia when all I’m ever doing is what some
other boy has done first. He says that I am a Girl and because I
am a girl I cannot be doing what the boys are doing, that there
is danger everywhere…. Mamma has a baby in her belly and
Pappa said Children I sure do hope your mamma gives us
another boy ‘cause I don’t think I can stand another May
Amelia.

  
Excerpt From Our Only May Amelia  by Jennifer L. Holm.
Copyright 1999 by HarperCollins Publishers.

How do the passages compare in their approaches to the topic
of being the only female child?
 

A In both passages, the main characters enjoy being the only
female child.

B In both passages, the main characters feel indifferently
about being the only female child.
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C In both passages, the main characters dislike being the only
female child.

D In both passages, the main characters value being the only
female child.
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5 Read the additional passage about the only female child in
a family of seven brothers.

from Our Only May Amelia
 by Jennifer L. Holm

Even Wilbert says it is terrible that Pappa was awful to me
today, on my own birthday. Wilbert is thirteen and my favorite
brother which is something indeed since I have so many
brothers, more than any girl should have. My secret birthday
wish is to get a sister.… Pappa is always yelling at me Don’t Get
Into Mischief May Amelia when all I’m ever doing is what some
other boy has done first. He says that I am a Girl and because I
am a girl I cannot be doing what the boys are doing, that there
is danger everywhere…. Mamma has a baby in her belly and
Pappa said Children I sure do hope your mamma gives us
another boy ‘cause I don’t think I can stand another May
Amelia.

  
Excerpt From Our Only May Amelia  by Jennifer L. Holm.
Copyright 1999 by HarperCollins Publishers.

Part B

Choose one quotation from The Evolution of Calpurnia Tate and
one quotation from Our Only May Amelia to support the answer
in Part A.
 

A
“Can you imagine a worse situation? I was spliced midway
between three older brothers—Harry, Sam Houston, and
Lamar—and three younger brothers…”

 (The Evolution of Calpurnia Tate, paragraph 1)
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B
“I got away with it because I had my own room at the far end
of the hall, whereas my brothers all had to share…”

 (The Evolution of Calpurnia Tate, paragraph 2)

C
“It seemed to me a great moment indeed. I slept poorly that
night in fear of the morning.” (The Evolution of Calpurnia
Tate, paragraph 4)

D
“Wilbert is thirteen and my favorite brother which is
something indeed since I have so many brothers…” (Our
Only May Amelia )

E
“Pappa is always yelling at me Don’t Get Into Mischief May
Amelia when all I’m ever doing is what some other boy has
done first.” (Our Only May Amelia )

F
“Mamma has a baby in her belly and Pappa said Children I
sure do hope your mamma gives us another boy…” (Our
Only May Amelia )
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For Questions 6 - 19:
 

"Summer Escape"

1. We dropped "Lovely Lynn" in calm waters just outside Fayetteville
from my pap's launch on Sunday and have traveled since then
without incident. We docked yesterday and met some kind folks
while buying gasoline. I can tell already this trip will be worth it. It
would give Pap every reason to smile to see me make this voyage
down the Cape Fear River with my sons.

2. A carpenter much of his life, my grandfather constructed several
wooden scull boats he rowed up and down the channel at the far
end of the island on which his summer house he built sits. I took
three things from him in life that I consider central to my happiness
—a love for family, a passion for woodworking, and a passion
equally as intense for life on the water.

3. I got started early in life. My wife gave birth to Luke on April 9,
1993, less than a week shy of my 20th birthday. Two years later, on
September 7th, she gave birth to Quinn. We ended it there, figuring
two children offered as much excitement as we could handle.

4. Married at 19? We were. Lynn and I saw no reason to wait to start
our life together. I knew my plans, and she knew hers. High school
sweethearts, we spent every moment of our free time together. Our
parents never bothered us about it. They involved themselves in our
lives, of course, but they trusted us. We studied hard, made good
grades, and each of us kept a job.

5. My dad kept a law office in Raleigh. He never was much of a
handyman although he tried. But he did inherit other traits from his
dad—��my Pap. One example: his intellect. Another: his ability to row
a boat. My dad captained the crew team at Georgetown and rowed
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stroke in their top lightweight eight-man boat his junior and senior
years.

6. Pap was the one who spent the most time teaching me to row,
however, largely because my dad worked so much. Like I said, my
dad stayed involved, but work limited his free time.

7. Pap traveled frequently between Connecticut—where he was born
and founded a construction company after his time in the military—
and North Carolina. How he came to be a part-time Southerner I
have no idea. I asked him once how he ended up building a summer
home in North Carolina. He said he stumbled on a piece of land and
built there. End of story.

8. My dad, meantime, started his Raleigh practice in the summer of
1987, the year we moved south from Connecticut. We had roots in
North Carolina because of Pap. But excluding the summer months,
the bulk of my time I spent in Bridgeport, Connecticut. So to say
moving permanently south provided some culture shock would be an
understatement.

9. Most kids accepted me, despite my northern accent. I got picked on
somewhat. No one ever went over-the-top with it though. Moving to
a new high school can be daunting; especially one in a town where I
knew no one, and one that didn't have a crew team that would allow
me to showcase my rowing abilities.

10. Thankfully, I met Lynn on the first day of school. We took an instant
liking to each other. Twenty-five years later, we feel the same. I
named my boat after her, after all.

11. I spent about two years building this packet boat in my backyard on
nights and weekends after reading about Harlan Hubbard, who built
a shanty boat and spent years on it traveling with his wife, Anna.
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12. My dad suggested I read about Hubbard, a man apparently inspired
by Henry David Thoreau to live self-sufficiently. What I read
impacted me in a profound way—so much so that I convinced my
wife and kids to travel with me to Payne Hollow in Kentucky to see
the place where Harlan and Anna Hubbard lived off the land for so
many years.

13. I decided during that visit that I, too, would build a boat—a very
unique boat. A union carpenter, I possessed the ability to construct
the vessel and had access to all the materials I needed.

14. I figured I would travel on the boat at some point. Those plans
didn't solidify immediately. I simply felt the boat needed building and
for no other reason than for my benefit.

15. I was long overdue for a distraction. I found myself losing all faith in
humanity. I couldn't point to one instance in offering an explanation.
Suffice it to say, aside from Lynn and the kids, few people seemed
worth spending time with. I grew calloused somewhere along the
line. I lacked trust in most people—the trust that they might show
kindness, speak truthfully, work hard, and live honestly.

16. I know: Who am I to condemn or judge?

17. So, about six months from completing the boat, which my sons
helped build, by the way, I sat down at the kitchen table to chart a
course. I thought about traveling north past Jordan Lake to begin
the trip on the Haw River before it merges with the Cape Fear River,
but I realized that I could not dedicate the amount of time needed
for a trip that would take me through most of the state. I settled on
beginning near Fayetteville and following the river all the way to
Wilmington where it enters the Atlantic, never thinking about
anything other than getting away.
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18. My original plans left everyone else out entirely. The trip belonged to
me and me only.

19. That changed about a month before the departure date.

20. Quinn took sick one night after we went out to eat. No sooner did
we walk in the door after driving home from the restaurant than we
found ourselves in the emergency room with Quinn in agonizing
pain. I thought he ate something bad. It turned out his appendix
burst. It was almost fatal.

21. I got to thinking that I needed some alone time with my sons. I
couldn't stop wondering what life would be like if we lost Quinn. I
even worried we could end up losing Luke, too. Life guarantees us
nothing.

22. Anyway, here we are today, letting the small motor I attached to my
packet boat push us down the river. My sons are napping on their
bunks while I sit in the bow watching the neon sky created by this
sunset, silently repeating the words my Pap taught me: "Pink in the
night, a sailor's delight."

IO Assessment © 2020 IO Education
All content is the private property of the copyright holders. Page 12

Summer Learning 6th Grade - Week 2 (RL.6.1 & 6.2) | ID: 217388
Generated: 5/2020



6 Part A
  

What is the theme of this passage?
  

 
A the value of following personal interests and passions

B the importance of having loyalty to family

C the obstacles encountered in the quest for ambition

D the struggles met when overcoming adversity
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7 Part B
  

Which two details support the answer to Part A?
 

A “I simply felt the boat needed building and for no other
reason than for my benefit.” (paragraph 14)

B “I was long overdue for a distraction. I found myself losing all
faith in humanity.” (paragraph 15)

C
“I lacked trust in most people—the trust that they might show
kindness, speak truthfully, work hard, and live honestly.”
(paragraph 15)

D “The trip belonged to me and me only.” (paragraph 18)

E
“I got to thinking that I needed some alone time with my
sons. I couldn’t stop wondering what life would be like if we
lost Quinn.” (paragraph 20)
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8 What does the narrator mean when he writes, "to say moving
permanently south provided some culture shock would be an
understatement" in paragraph 8?
 

A There was no difference between his community in
Connecticut and his new community in North Carolina.

B His parents' sudden decision to move from Connecticut to
North Carolina was one that was met with much surprise.

C
His summers spent in North Carolina provided him with the
cultural experiences to transition easily from his life in
Connecticut.

D There were many differences in language, activities, and
people when he moved from Connecticut to North Carolina.
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9 What is the theme of this text?
 
A the benefits of following personal interests and passions

B the importance of having loyalty to family

C the obstacles encountered in the quest for ambition

D the struggles met when overcoming adversity

10 Which is a theme of the passage?
 
A People should spend time boating with their families.

B Working hard on a project can be followed by fun activities.

C Being honest throughout your life will result in great reward.

D People can learn valuable life lessons from their family
members.
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11 Part A
  

Which event helped the narrator reevaluate his plan for his
trip?

  
 
A reading Harlan Hubbard's book

B visiting Payne Hollow

C charting the course for his North Carolina trip

D despairing over his son Quinn who became ill with
appendicitis
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12 Part B
  

Which quotation supports the answer to Part A?
 

A
“I spent about two years building this packet boat in my
backyard on nights and weekends after reading about
Harlan Hubbard, who built a shanty boat and spent years on
it traveling with his wife, Anna.” (paragraph 11)

B

“What I read impacted me in a profound way—so much so
that I convinced my wife and kids to travel with me to Payne
Hollow in Kentucky to see the place where Harlan and Anna
Hubbard lived off the land for so many years.” (paragraph
12)

C
“I decided during that visit that I, too, would build a boat—a
very unique boat. A union carpenter, I possessed the ability
to construct the vessel and had access to all the materials I
needed.” (paragraph 13)

D
“No sooner did we walk in the door after driving home from
the restaurant than we found ourselves in the emergency
room with Quinn in agonizing pain.” (paragraph 19)
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13 Part A
  

Read paragraphs 9 and 15. How do these paragraphs fit
into the overall development of the plot?
 

A They demonstrate the narrator’s lifelong search for
friendship.

B They help characterize the narrator as indecisive.

C They reveal the narrator is overwhelmed by boredom.

D They reveal the narrator's extreme obsession with boating.
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14 Part B
  

Which two details support the answer to Part A?
 

A “Most kids accepted me, despite my northern accent.”
(paragraph 9)

B
“Moving to a new high school can be daunting; especially
one in a town where I knew no one, and one that didn’t have
a crew team that would allow me to showcase my rowing
abilities.” (paragraph 9)

C “I was long overdue for a distraction.” (paragraph 15)

D “I couldn’t point to one instance in offering an explanation.”
(paragraph 15)

E
“Suffice it to say, aside from Lynn and the kids, few people
seemed worth spending time with. I grew calloused
somewhere along the line.” (paragraph 15)
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15 Which line best demonstrates the impact the grandfather had on
the narrator?
 

A
"I think it would give Pap every reason to smile to see me
make this voyage down the Cape Fear River with my sons."
(paragraph 1)

B
"I took three things from him in life that I consider central to
my happiness—a love for family, a passion for woodworking,
and a passion equally as intense for life on the water."
(paragraph 2)

C
"My Pap was the one who spent the most time teaching me
to row, however, largely because my dad worked so much."
(paragraph 6)

D
"Pap traveled frequently between Connecticut—where he
was born and founded a construction company after his time
in the military—and North Carolina." (paragraph 7)
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16 Which detail from the text best demonstrates the strength of the
relationship between the narrator and his wife?
 

A They decided to have only two children, because it was all
they could handle.

B They were high school sweethearts and were married at 19
with the support of their parents.

C He named the boat he built "Lovely Lynn," after his wife.

D He chose to take the voyage on the river without his wife.
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17 What did the narrator learn from his grandfather?
 

A The narrator learned that to find happiness he needed to
find what he loved.

B The narrator learned that to find peace he needed to take a
trip on his own up the river.

C The narrator learned that he needed to share family stories
with his children.

D The narrator learned that he needed to put his needs before
those of others.
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18 What inference can be drawn about the narrator in paragraph 2
of the passage?"
 
A The narrator misses his grandfather since his death.

B The narrator had a close relationship with his grandfather.

C The narrator wants to go sailing with his grandfather.

D The narrator and his children have a passion for boats.

19 Which paragraph from the text provides evidence that the
narrator experienced a turning point in his life?
 
A paragraph 17

B paragraph 18

C paragraph 21

D paragraph 22
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For Questions 20 - 23:
 

"The Queen Bee"
 adapted from The Fairy Tales of the Brothers Grimm

1. Once upon a time two princes started off in search of adventure,
and fell into a wild, care-free life. They did not come home again.

2. The two princes had a third brother, named Blockhead, who set out
to look for the other two. When he found them, they mocked him
for living a simpler life, while they, who were so much cleverer,
could not live the same way.

3. They all went on together till they came to an ant heap. The two
older princes wanted to disturb it, to see how the little ants crept
away, carrying their eggs.

4. But Blockhead said: "Leave the little creatures alone; I will not allow
you to disturb them."

5. Then they went on further till they came to a lake, in which many
ducks were swimming about. The two wanted to catch and roast a
pair.

6. But Blockhead would not allow it, and said: "Leave the creatures
alone. You shall not kill them."

7. At last they came to a bee's nest, containing so much honey, it
flowed round the trunk of the tree."

8. The two Princes wanted to set fire to the tree, and suffocate the
bees, so they could remove the honey.

9. But Blockhead stopped them again, and said: "Leave the creatures
alone. I will not let you burn them."
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10. At last the three brothers came to a castle, where the stables were
full of horses made of stone, and not a soul was seen. They went
through all the rooms till they came to a door fastened with three
bolts. In the middle of the door was a lattice, in which they could
see into the room.

11. There they saw a little grey man sitting at a table. They called to
him onceâ��twiceâ��but he did not hear them. Finally, when they had
called him the third time, he stood up and opened the door, and
came out. He said not a word, but led them to a richly-spread table
of food and drinks, and when they had eaten and drunk, he took
them each to a bedroom.

12. The next morning the little grey man came to the oldest prince, and
led him to a stone table where there was an inscription of three
tasks by which the castle should be freed from the stone
enchantment.

13. This was the first task: In the wood, under the moss, lay the
princesses' pearls, a thousand of them. These had all to be found,
and if at sunset a single one were missing, the seeker was turned to
stone.

14. The oldest prince went away, and searched all day, but when
evening came, he had only found the first hundred, and it happened
as the inscription foretold. He was turned to stone.

15. The next day the second prince undertook the quests; but he did no
better than the first, for he only found two hundred pearls, and he
too was turned to stone.

16. At last came Blockhead's turn; he searched in the moss, but the
pearls were hard to find, and he got on but slowly.
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17. Then he sat down on a rock and cried, and as he was sitting there,
the Ant-King, whose life he had saved, came up with five thousand
ants. It was not long before the little creatures had found all the
pearls and laid them in a heap.

18. Now the second task was to get the key of the princesses' room out
of the lake.

19. When Blockhead came to the lake, the ducks he had once saved,
swam up, dived, and brought up the key from the depths.

20. But the third task was the hardest. The prince had to find out which
was the youngest and most charming of the princesses while they
were asleep. They were exactly alike, and could not be distinguished
in any way, except that before going to sleep each had eaten a
different kind of sweet. The oldest, a piece of sugar, the second a
little syrup, and the third a spoonful of honey.

21. Then the Queen of Bees, whom Blockhead had saved from burning,
came and tried the lips of all three. Finally, she settled on the mouth
of the one who had eaten the honey, and so the Prince recognized
the right one.

22. Then the enchantment was broken and everything in the castle was
set free, and those who had been turned to stone took human form
again.

23. Blockhead married the youngest and sweetest Princess, and became
next in line to be king after her father's death, while his two brothers
married the other sisters.

"The Queen Bee" adapted from The Fairy Tales of the Brothers Grimm.
Copyright 1909 by Doubleday, Page and Co.
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20 Part A

How do paragraphs 3 and 4 contribute to the development of
the plot?
 

A
The paragraphs show how Blockhead responds to creatures
in the wild compared to how his older brothers respond to
creatures in the wild.

B The paragraphs show how the setting changes as the text
progresses.

C The paragraphs show how the conflict of the text is resolved.

D
The paragraphs show how the two older princes respect a
simple way of life and want to learn more about the world
around them.
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21 Part B

Which two additional paragraphs contribute to the development
of the plot in the same way?
 
A paragraph 1

B paragraph 2

C paragraph 6

D paragraph 7

E paragraph 9

F paragraph 10
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22 Part A

What does it mean that the oldest brothers fell into a wild, care-
free life as it is mentioned in paragraph 1?
 
A the brothers were curious about animals living in the wild

B the brothers cared greatly for each other

C the brothers thought only of themselves and made unwise
decisions

D the brothers lived in the wilderness
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23  

Part B

Which sentence from paragraphs 1-3 best supports the answer
to Part A?
 
A "They did not come home again."

B
"When he found them, they mocked him for living a simpler
life, while they, who were so much cleverer, could not live
the same way."

C "They all went on together till they came to an ant heap."

D "The two older princes wanted to disturb it, to see how the
little ants crept away, carrying their eggs."

IO Assessment © 2020 IO Education
All content is the private property of the copyright holders. Page 31

Summer Learning 6th Grade - Week 2 (RL.6.1 & 6.2) | ID: 217388
Generated: 5/2020


