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1. A B C D
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3. A B C D

4. A B C D
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For Questions 1 - 2:
 

Lady Drakmanton is wealthy and married to a prominent political figure,
Sir James Drakmanton. When a group of sisters from her social club,
The New Didactic, attempt to take advantage of Lady Drakmanton’s
wealth and status, she decides to have a little fun.

1 “The Smithly-Dubbs are in Town,” said Sir James. “I wish you would
show them some attention. Ask them to lunch with you at the Ritz1
or somewhere.”

2 “From the little I’ve seen of the Smithly-Dubbs, I don’t think I want to
cultivate a relationship,” said Lady Drakmanton.

3 “They always work for us at election times,” said her husband; “I
don’t suppose they influence very many votes, but they have an
uncle who is on one of my ward committees, and another uncle
speaks sometimes at some of our less important meetings. Those
sort of people expect some return in the shape of hospitality.”

4 “Expect it!” exclaimed Lady Drakmanton; “the Misses Smithly-Dubb
do more than that; they almost demand it. They belong to my club,
and hang about the lobby just about lunch-time, all three of them,
with their tongues hanging out of their mouths and the six-course
look in their eyes. If I were to breathe the word ‘lunch’ they would
hustle me into a taxi and scream ‘Ritz’ to the driver before I knew
what was happening.”

5 “All the same, I think you ought to ask them to a meal of some sort,”
persisted Sir James.

6 “I consider that showing hospitality to the Smithly-Dubbs is carrying
Free Food principles to a regrettable extreme,” said Lady
Drakmanton; “Why can’t you take them on, Milly?” she asked,
turning hopefully to her sister.
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7 “I don’t know them,” said Milly hastily.
8 “All the better; you can pass yourself off as me. People say that we

are so alike that they can hardly tell us apart, and I’ve only spoken to
these tiresome young women about twice in my life, at committee
rooms, and bowed to them in the club.”

9 “My dear Betty, don’t be absurd,” protested Milly; “I’ve got some
people lunching with me at the Ritz tomorrow, and I’m leaving town
the day afterwards.”

10 “What time is your lunch tomorrow?” asked Lady Drakmanton
reflectively.

11 “Two o’clock,” said Milly.
12 “Good,” said her sister; “the Smithly-Dubbs shall lunch with me

tomorrow. It shall be rather an amusing lunch party. At least, I shall
be amused.”

13 The last two remarks she made to herself. Other people did not
always appreciate her ideas of humor. Sir James never did.

14 The next day Lady Drakmanton made some marked variations in her
appearance. She dressed her hair in an unaccustomed manner, and
put on a hat that added to her transformation. When she had made
one or two more minor alterations, she was sufficiently unlike her
usual smart self. Her altered appearance produced some hesitation
in the Misses Smithly-Dubb in the club lobby. She responded,
however, with a readiness which set their doubts at rest.

15 “What is the Ritz like for lunching in?” she asked breezily.
16 The restaurant received an enthusiastic recommendation from the

three sisters.
17 “Let’s go and lunch there, shall we?” she suggested, and in a few

minutes’ time the Smithly-Dubbs’ minds were contemplating at close
quarters a happy vista of baked meats.

18
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“Are you going to start with caviar2? I am,” confided Lady
Drakmanton, and the Smithly-Dubbs started with caviar. The
subsequent dishes were chosen in the same ambitious spirit, and by
the time they had arrived at the wild duck course it was beginning to
be a rather expensive lunch.

19 The conversation hardly kept pace with the brilliancy of the menu.
20 “I think when the Insurance Act is a little better understood it will lose

some of its present unpopularity,” hazarded Cecilia Smithly-Dubb.
21 “Will it? I dare say. I’m afraid politics don’t interest me very much,”

said Lady Drakmanton.
22 The three Miss Smithly-Dubbs put down their cups of Turkish coffee

and stared. Then they broke into protesting giggles.
23 “Of course, you’re joking,” they said.
24 “Not me,” was the disconcerting answer; “I can’t make head or tail of

these bothering old politics. Never could, and never want to. I’ve
quite enough to do to manage my own affairs, and that’s a fact.”

25 “But,” exclaimed Amanda Smithly-Dubb, with a squeal of
bewilderment breaking into her voice, “I was told you spoke so
informingly about the Insurance Act at one of our social evenings.”

26 It was Lady Drakmanton who stared now. “Do you know,” she said,
with a scared look around her, “rather a dreadful thing is happening.
I’m suffering from a complete loss of memory. I can’t even think who
I am. I remember meeting you somewhere, and I remember you
asking me to come and lunch with you here, and that I accepted
your kind invitation. Beyond that my mind is a positive blank.”

27 The scared look was transferred with intensified emotion to the faces
of her companions.

28 “Oh, no,” said the vanishing hostess, “that I do remember about. You
insisted on my coming here because the feeding was so good, and I
must say it comes up to all you said about it. A very nice lunch it’s
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been. What I’m worrying about is who on earth am I? I haven’t the
faintest notion?”

29 “You are Lady Drakmanton,” exclaimed the three sisters in chorus.
30 “Now, don’t make fun of me,” she replied, crossly, “I happen to know

her quite well by sight, and she isn’t a bit like me. And it’s an odd
thing you should have mentioned her, for it so happens she’s just
come into the room. That lady in black, with the yellow plume in her
hat, there over by the door.”

31 The Smithly-Dubbs looked in the indicated direction, and the
uneasiness in their eyes deepened into horror. In outward
appearance the lady who had just entered the room certainly came
rather nearer to their recollection of Lady Drakmanton than the
individual who was sitting at the table with them.

32 “Who are you, then, if that is Lady Drakmanton?” they asked in
panic-stricken bewilderment.

33 “That is just what I don’t know,” was the answer; “and you don’t
seem to know much better than I do.”

34 “You came up to us in the club—”
35 “In what club?”
36 “The New Didactic, in Calais Street.”
37 “The New Didactic!” exclaimed Lady Drakmanton with an air of

returning illumination; “thank you so much. Of course, I remember
now who I am. I’m Ellen Niggle, of the Ladies’ Brasspolishing Guild.
The Club employs me to come now and then and see to the
polishing of the brass fittings. That’s how I came to know Lady
Drakmanton by sight; she’s very often in the Club. And you are the
ladies who so kindly asked me out to lunch. Funny how it should all
have slipped my memory, all of a sudden. The unaccustomed good
food and wine must have been too much for me; for the moment I
really couldn’t call to mind who I was. Good gracious,” she broke off
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suddenly, “it’s ten past two; I should be at a polishing job in
Whitehall. I must scuttle off like a giddy rabbit. Thanking you ever
so.”

38 She left the room with a scuttle sufficiently suggestive of the animal
she had mentioned, but the giddiness was all on the side of her
involuntary hostesses. The restaurant seemed to be spinning round
them; and the bill when it appeared did nothing to restore their
composure. Financially speaking, they were well able to afford the
luxury of an elaborate lunch, but their ideas on the subject of
entertaining differed very sharply, according to the circumstances of
whether they were dispensing or receiving hospitality.

39 The Smithly-Dubbs never quite recovered from their unnerving
experience. They have given up politics and taken to doing good.

Adapted from “The Phantom Luncheon” from The Toys of Peace and
Other Papers by H.H. Munro (“Saki”). Copyright 1919 by John Lane.
1Ritz—a luxury hotel and restaurant

 2caviar—a delicacy of salt-cured fish eggs; often considered a luxurious
course in high society
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1 How does the author use dramatic irony to let the reader in on
something of which Sir James is unaware?
 

A The reader understands the true nature of the Misses
Smithly-Dubb’s behaviors, but Sir James does not.

B
The reader understands Lady Drakmanton’s plan to cause
mischief with the Misses Smithly-Dubb, but Sir James does
not.

C The reader understands Milly’s unwillingness to help her
sister due to the circumstances, but Sir James does not.

D The reader understands the reason for Lady Drakmanton
and Milly’s disagreement, but Sir James does not.
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2 How does the beginning of the passage create suspense?
 

A
through the descriptive structure of Sir Drakmanton’s
persistence that Lady Drakmanton host the Misses Smithly-
Dubb for an expensive lunch

B
through the descriptive structure of Lady Drakmanton’s
increasingly aggressive protests against lunching with the
Misses Smithly-Dubb

C
through the problem and solution structure of Sir
Drakmanton’s discussion of the Misses Smithly-Dubb’s
contributions during election times

D
through the problem and solution structure of Lady
Drakmanton’s pleas for her sister to host the Misses
Smithly-Dubb instead
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For Questions 3 - 4:
 

adapted from The New Girl at St. Chad’s 
 by Angela Brazil

Sent from Ireland to a boarding school in England, Honor Fitzgerald feels
a bit out of place. Ireland is her home, and she now finds herself at the
strict girls’ school, Chessington College.

1 Honor stood turning the hat round and round, with a very peculiar
expression on her face. She was a devoted daughter of Erin1. Her
country’s former glories and the possible brilliance of its future as a
separate kingdom could always provoke her wildest enthusiasm.
Now she was being asked to don England’s colors, which seemed to
her little short of an insult to her dear Emerald Isle. There were still
five minutes left before she need start for class, so, making up her
mind suddenly, she rushed upstairs to her bedroom. She would show
these Saxons that she was a true Celt! They might compel her to
wear their uniform, but it should be with an addition that would
proclaim her patriotic sentiments to the world.

2 Hurriedly hunting in her top drawer, she produced a yard of vivid
green ribbon and the bunch of imitation shamrock2 that old Mary
O’Grady had given her as a parting present. Then she set to work on
a piece of amateur millinery3. There was little time to use needle and
thread, but with the aid of pins she managed to twist the ribbon into
several loops, and to fasten the shamrock conspicuously in front.
She looked at the result of her labors with great approval.

3 “One could almost imagine it was St. Patrick’s Day,” she said to
herself. Then, hastily pinning on her hat before the mirror, she ran
downstairs, humming under her breath:

 “So we’ll bide our time; our banner yet
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And motto shall be seen,
 And voices shout the chorus out,

 ‘The Wearin’ o’ the Green’!”
4 The girls at Chessington College were all dressed exactly alike, in a

uniform costume of blue wool skirts, with blue or white cotton
blouses for summer, and flannel ones for winter. On Sundays they
wore white wool coats and skirts, and for evenings white muslin or
veiling. They were allowed a little latitude in the way of embroideries
with respect to best frocks, but their everyday, ordinary clothes were
required to be of the school pattern, with the addition of sailor hats
and knitted coats, for use in running across the campus on wet or
cold days. Miss Cavendish considered that this rule encouraged
simplicity, and provided against any undue extravagance in the
matter of dress. She did not allow rings or bracelets to be worn, and
the sole vanity permitted to the girls was in the choice of their hair
ribbons.

5 Punctually at twenty-five minutes past eight each morning, the bell
began to give warning, and by half past, every member of the school
was expected to have taken her seat. In two’s and three’s and small
groups, the girls came hurrying in answer to the call of the tinkling
bell. Though they laughed and talked as they ran across the
campus, they slowed down as they neared the door, and, each
taking a book from a pile laid ready on the porch, passed silently and
reverently into the  classroom. Every house4 had its own special
rows of seats, and the sailor hats that mingled like a kaleidoscope in
the grounds were here divided into their several sets of colors,
though sometimes varied by a gleam of ruby or amber falling from
the stained glass windows above.

6 On this particular morning, anyone accustomed to the ordinary
atmosphere of the place might have been aware that something of
an unusual character was in the air.

7 There was an undercurrent of unrest, a turning of heads, a subdued
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rustling, even an occasional whisper; and the head mistress,
realizing at last that some outside cause must be distracting the
minds of her pupils, glanced up, and, following the direction of all
eyes, saw a sight that filled her with unfeigned astonishment. Among
the neat rows of orange-banded sailor hats in the benches marked
“St. Chad’s” was one trimmed with large and obtrusive knots of
emerald green ribbon, which drooped over the brim, while a bunch of
imitation shamrock finished the front. It seemed to stand out so
conspicuously from its fellows that it resembled a succulent palm
tree growing in the midst of a sandy desert, and could not fail to
attract the attention of the whole school. How such an irregularity
had crept in amongst the uniforms of the college, Miss Cavendish
could not comprehend.

8 As the extraordinary green hat made its appearance in the
classroom, it was greeted with quite a buzz of excitement by the girls
assembled outside. Only a few of them, comparatively, knew Honor
by sight, and the rest were asking who she was, and to which house
she belonged. The common feeling was distinctly unfavorable. Apart
from the unseemliness of such an exhibition, new girls were not
supposed to make themselves noticeable, or to introduce
innovations; either was considered an impertinence on their part: so
the general verdict was that Honor had done a dreadful thing, and
public opinion was dead against her. She, however, held up her head
as proudly as though her absurd hat had been the latest creation
from Bond Street.

9 “It’s a tribute to my native land!” she said airily, in response to a
chorus of questions. “Sorry you don’t like it, but it’s my first attempt at
hat-trimming, and I flattered myself it wasn’t bad for a beginner. St.
Patrick forever! I made up my mind before I started that I’d keep up
the credit of the shamrock on this side of the water, and I’ve done my
best. Hurrah for old Ireland!” Then, as if her feelings were absolutely
too much for her, she took her skirt in her hands, and began to
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dance an old fashioned Kerry hornpipe5, humming a lively Irish tune
to supply the music.

10 The girls stared in amazement at the mad performance. “She’s
showing off!” declared some, but others laughed, and watched with a
kind of fascination, for the dance was striking and original, and the
movements were unusually graceful.

Excerpt adapted from The New Girl at St. Chad’s by Angela Brazil.
Copyright 1912 by Blackie and Son, Ltd.

1devoted daughter of Erin—proud to be from Ireland
 2shamrock—clover-like plant; symbol of Ireland

 3millinery—hat making
 4house—system in which students are broken up into “houses” with their

own unique colors and names
 5Kerry hornpipe—traditional Irish dance

IO Assessment © 2020 IO Education
All content is the private property of the copyright holders. Page 11

Summer Learning 8th Grade - Week 1 (RL.8.6) | ID: 217396
Generated: 5/2020



3 How does the author’s description of the girls’ reactions in
paragraph 8 create the effect of sympathy for Honor?
 

A by comparing the girls’ excitement over Honor’s misbehavior
to Honor’s lively dance

B by using emotional figurative language to communicate how
the girls’ reactions affect Honor

C by contrasting the girls’ cruel disapprovals with Honor’s
unmistakable pride

D by portraying the girls’ paying no attention to Honor and her
stylish hat
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4 How does the author create dramatic irony in paragraph 4?
 

A by allowing the reader to observe Miss Cavendish’s
interactions with Honor

B by allowing the reader to know Miss Cavendish’s thoughts
and actions

C by allowing the reader to observe Miss Cavendish’s concern
for the welfares of the girls

D by allowing the reader to anticipate Miss Cavendish’s
reaction to Honor
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For Question 5:
 

"Two Little Savages"
 by Ernest Thompson Seton

1. Yan was much like other twelve-year-old boys in having a keen
interest in Indians and in wildlife, but he differed from most in this,
that he never got over it. Indeed, as he grew older, he found a yet
keener pleasure in storing up the little bits of woodcraft and Indian
lore that pleased him as a boy. His father was in poor circumstances.
He was an upright man of refined tastes, but indolent—a failure in
business, easy with the world and stern with his family. He had
never taken an interest in his son’s wildwood pursuits; and when he
got the idea that they might interfere with the boy’s education, he
forbade them altogether.

2. There was certainly no reason to accuse Yan of neglecting school.
He was the head boy of his class, although there were many in it
older than himself. He was fond of books in general, but those that
dealt with Natural Science and Indian craft were very close to his
heart. Not that he had many—there were very few in those days,
and the Public Library had but a poor representation of these.
“Lloyd’s Scandinavian Sports,” “Gray’s Botany,” and one or two
Fennimore Cooper novels, these were all, and Yan was devoted to
them. He was a timid, obedient boy in most things, but the unwise
command to give up what was his nature merely made him a
disobedient boy—turned a good boy into a bad one. He was too
much in terror of his father to disobey openly, but he used to sneak
away at all opportunities to the fields and woods, and at each new
bird or plant he found he had an exquisite thrill of mingled pleasure
and pain—the pain because he had no name for it or means of
learning its nature.
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3. The intense interest in animals was his master passion, and thanks
to this, his course to and from school was a very crooked one,
involving many crossings of the street, because thereby he could
pass first a saloon in whose window was a champagne advertising
chromo that portrayed two Terriers chasing a Rat; next, directly
opposite this, was a tobacconist’s, in the window of which was a
beautiful effigy of an Elephant, laden with tobacco. By going a little
farther out of his way, there was a game store where he might see
some Ducks, and was sure, at least, of a stuffed Deer’s head; and
beyond that was a furrier shop, with an astonishing stuffed bear. At
another point he could see a livery stable Dog that was said to have
killed a Coon, and at yet another place on Jervie Street was a
cottage with a high veranda, under which, he was told, a chained
Bear had once been kept. He never saw the Bear. It had been gone
for years, but he found pleasure in passing the place. At the corner
of Pemberton and Grand streets, according to a schoolboy tradition,
a Skunk had been killed years ago and could still be smelled on
damp nights. He always stopped, if passing near on a wet night, and
sniffed and enjoyed that Skunk smell. The fact that it ultimately
turned out to be a leakage of sewer gas could never rob him of the
pleasure he originally found in it.

4. Yan had no good excuse for these weaknesses, and he blushed for
shame when his elder brother talked “common sense” to him about
his follies. He only knew that such things fascinated him.

5. But the crowning glory was a taxidermist’s shop kept on Main Street
by a man named Sander. Yan spent, all told, many weeks gazing
spellbound, with his nose flat against that window. It contained
some Fox and Cat heads grinning ferociously, and about fifty birds
beautifully displayed. Nature might have got some valuable hints in
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that window on showing plumage to the very best advantage. Each
bird seemed more wonderful than the last.

6. There were perhaps fifty of them onview, and of these, twelve had
labels, as they had formed part of an exhibit at the Annual County
Fair. These labels were precious truths to him, and the birds:
Osprey, Partridge or Ruffed Grouse, Kingfisher, Bittern, Bluejay,
Highholder, Rosebreasted Grosbeak, Sawwhet Owl, Woodthrush,
Oriole, Scarlet Tanager were, with their names, deeply impressed on
his memory and added to his woodlore, though not altogether
without a mixture of error. For the alleged Woodthrush was not a
Woodthrush at all, but turned out to be a Hermit Thrush. The last
bird of the list was a long-tailed, brownish bird with white breast.
The label was placed so that Yan could not read it from outside, and
one of his daily occupations was to see if the label had been turned
so that he could read it. But it never was, so he never learned the
bird’s name.

7. After passing this for a year or more, he formed a desperate plan. It
was nothing less than to go inside. It took him some months to
screw up courage, for he was shy and timid, but oh! he was so
hungry for it. Most likely if he had gone in openly and asked leave,
he would have been allowed to see everything; but he dared not.
His home training was all of the crushing kind. He picked on the
most curious of the small birds in the window—a Sawwhet Owl then
grit his teeth and walked in. How frightfully the cowbell on the door
did clang! Then there succeeded a still more appalling silence, then
a step and the great man himself came.

8. “How–how–how much is that Owl?”

9. “Two dollars.”
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10. Yan’s courage broke down now. He fled. If he had been told ten
cents, it would have been utterly beyond reach. He scarcely heard
what the man said. He hurried out with a vague feeling that he had
been in heaven but was not good enough to stay there. He saw
nothing of the wonderful things around him.
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5 Read this sentence from the second paragraph.

How does this statement reveal the differences in perspective
between Yan and his father?
 

A
Yan's father does not have his own passion, so he does not
understand the consequences of keeping his son from
following his dreams; Yan cannot help but disobey his father
and pursue his passions.

B
Yan's father finds it easy to keep his son from following his
dreams because he has always run a strict household; Yan
is too shy to disobey his father because he does not want to
draw attention to himself.

C

Yan's father feels that Yan is wasting his time on interests
that are not helping him with his school work; Yan knows
that it does not matter if learning about animals will not help
him at schoolhe just wants to know everything he can about
them.

D
Yan's father wants to make Yan help out more at home and
sees his other interests as a way for Yan to disrespect him;
Yan feels disrespected by the fact that his father does not
appreciate his passion for learning about animals.
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For Question 6:
 Seed Leaves

 by Richard Wilbur
 

                  Here something stubborn  comes,
  Dislodging the earth crumbs
  And making crusty rubble.
  It comes up bending double,
  5   And looks like a green staple.
  It could be seedling maple,
  Or artichoke, or bean.
  That remains to be seen.
   
  Forced to make choice of ends,
 10 The stalk in time unbends,
  Shakes off the seed-case, heaves
  Aloft, and spreads two leaves
  Which still display no sure
  And special signature.
 15 Toothless and fat, they keep
  The oval form of sleep.
   
  This plant would like to grow
  And yet be embryo;
  Increase, and yet escape
 20 The doom  of taking shape;
  Be vaguely vast, and climb
  To the tip end of time
  With all of space to fill,
  Like boundless Igdrasil1
 25 That has the stars for fruit.
   
  But something at the root
  More urgent than the urge
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  Bids two true leaves emerge;
  And now the plant, resigned
 30 To being self-defined
  Before it can commerce
  With the great universe,
  Takes aim at all the sky
  And starts to ramify2.

1 Igdrasi��l—from Norse myth, an ash tree that was thought to

overshadow the world, binding together earth and heaven with its roots
and branches

 2 ramify—��to divide into branches; to become complex
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6  

What does the poet's description of the seedlings reveal about
change throughout the poem?
 
A Change creates chaos.

B Change happens frequently.

C Change occurs slowly over time.

D Change produces improvement.
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For Questions 7 - 8:
 

“Human Impact on the Mojave”
 by Laurie J. Schmidt

1. What do you do when a fragile desert ecosystem turns into a
recreational playground? Leonard Gaydos, Coordinator for the U.S.
Geological Survey’s (USGS) Recoverability and Vulnerability of Desert
Ecosystems project, and colleagues are using satellite data to
develop tools that will help Mojave Desert land managers decide
what recreational activities to allow and where to allow them.
Specifically, the research team is studying vulnerability and
recoverability of desert lands.

2. “Our goal is to create predictive models of the desert that land
managers can use to forecast what is likely to happen to a specific
piece of land, given its exposure to various types of disturbances,”
said Gaydos.

3. The Mojave Desert encompasses 125,000 square kilometers in
southern Nevada, western Arizona, southwestern Utah, and a
quarter of California. Situated between the burgeoning cities of Los
Angeles and Las Vegas, it is within a day’s drive of 40 million people.

4. “The Mojave Desert is increasingly viewed as a playground,” said
Gaydos. “It now contains four national parks, with millions of people
around the edges.” That wasn’t always the case, he said.

5. “The Mojave Desert was a place you went to get away from
civilization. You didn’t have to worry about disturbing anyone or
causing any harm,” Gaydos said. In fact, it was largely for this
reason that the U.S. military established most of its training facilities
there. “It was the last piece of open space in the continental United
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States where the military could conduct training and not disturb
anyone,” Gaydos said.

6. But, the Mojave’s growing pains make an ideal case study for
researching long-term effects of disturbances to desert ecosystems.
Land managers are now faced with the daunting task of dealing with
competing demands on the land, including impacts from all-terrain
vehicles, motorcycles, military activities, and grazing livestock.

7. “It is incumbent upon the U.S. military, the Bureau of Land
Management, the National Park Service, and other land managers to
understand the effects of these disturbances on the land,” said
Gaydos. “All compact the soil and disturb resources at the land’s
surface.”

8. The project requires a combination of expertise, involving
researchers who have worked extensively in adjacent arid land
regions, such as southern Arizona, the Grand Canyon, and southeast
Utah’s Canyonlands. “The project’s multidisciplinary nature means
that scientists on the project team are learning from each other,”
said Gaydos. “We have geologists out in the field looking for soil
crusts and counting tortoise burrows—not traditional tasks for a
geologist.”

9. Remote sensing is one of the most valuable tools the team is using.
“Satellite imagery enables us to look at the age and characteristics
of a site’s surface geology, which is essential to understanding the
rate at which that site will recover from disturbances,” said Gaydos.
…

10. These tools have greatly contributed to some of the project’s key
findings. First, the research team found that under most
circumstances, land seems to recover faster in the years immediately
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following the disturbance than in later years. In addition, not all
areas recover at the same rate.

11. “The good news is that the desert seems to recover faster than
earlier models predicted. The bad news is that it still takes the land a
long time to return to its original state, and, in some cases, it may
never be exactly what it was before the disturbance occurred,” said
Gaydos.

12. As an example, Gaydos described one of the project’s test sites that
lies near an old railroad line built in the early 1900s. For the past 50
years or so since the railroad was abandoned, a berm1 has acted as
an artificial dam for surface processes, such as erosion and runoff.
By digging trenches on the slope side of the railroad line, team
members measured nearly a dozen flood events. Successive flash-
floods rinsed sediment down and built up the surface nearly a meter.
“This tells us that we’re dealing with a very dynamic system in the
Mojave,” said Gaydos. “At various intervals, flood events wash the
sediment down, the plants adapt, and the desert renews itself.”

13. Land management ranks are also subject to renewal. To keep
changing land management and restoration staffs appraised of
current findings, Gaydos and his team must maintain regular
communications with those in the field.

14. Sustaining investment is critical, according to Gaydos, because the
project still has a way to go. “In the past, the Mojave Desert has
been benignly neglected,” he said. “People haven’t worried about it
much—it’s not Yellowstone or the Everglades, or any of the places
that tend to come to mind when people think of protecting the
environment.”

15. Fortunately, those values seem to be changing, and the desert
“playground” is now deemed a valuable resource.
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1berm—a raised barrier separating two areas

“Human Impact on the Mojave” by Laurie J. Schmidt.
http://earthobservatory.nasa.gov/Features/Mojave/ (10/28/15).

 

 

7 Part A

What is the meaning of dynamic in paragraph 12?
 
A active; changing

B complex; diverse

C defenseless; threatened

D unique; rare
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8 Part B

Which phrase from paragraph 12 helps clarify the meaning
of dynamic?
 
A “…since the railroad was abandoned…”

B “…measured nearly a dozen flood events.”

C “…flash-floods rinsed sediment down…”

D “…and the desert renews itself.”
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