I would like to thank my Southwest Middle School family for electing me to represent them as their 2011-2012 Teacher of the Year.  It is humbling to be thought of as one of the best in a group of so many outstanding educators.  I couldn’t do my job without all of your support.

Over the years there have been many occasions where someone has asked me to describe my “philosophy of teaching.”  That always puzzles me because I do not think I have a “philosophy.”  What I have is a set of rules that I try to live by and I try to model these for my students and apply them to my teaching.

One rule that I learned early in my career is that one does not “demand” respect.  One must give respect in order to earn it back.  For this reason, I try very hard to show respect to my students and to teach them to have respect for themselves and for others.  One who makes demands and bosses others around may be obeyed out of fear but does not truly have the loyalty of those being led.

A true leader is one who serves others; NOT one who expects to be served. 
A second rule that I try to teach my students is that everyone has something to contribute.  A student may not be the smartest person in the classroom, but has experiences that none of the rest of us has had.  My job is to encourage those students to share so that they can gain confidence and to teach the others to be tolerant of those with different experiences.  We can all learn from each other.

I guess what I’m trying to say is, there is more to life than the things one learns from books.  My students may not leave my classroom being better students, but I hope they will be better people.

