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As we work our way through the novel, please answer the following sentences in complete sentences on a separate sheet of paper. Each chapter’s questions will be answered individually and turned in for points.  When completed, this entire packet will serve as a study guide for the unit test. ( 
Ch. 1

· What relationship does this sort of opening chapter suggest among these major themes: social ideals and social reality; nature; history? 

· What kind of relationship does the narrator establish with the reader? 

· What is the importance/symbolism of: the prison door; the rose bush; the prison and the cemetery. 

· What oppositions/conflicts are created in Ch. 1? 

· Why does Hawthorne begin the story with a description of the prison? 

Ch. 2

· What is the significance of the title of this chapter? What does it suggest about the character of Hester’s punishment and the society punishing her? 

· The narrator is careful to point out differences between his own time and those of the Puritan setting. What are these differences? What do they suggest about Puritan culture, and Hawthorne’s own nineteenth century? 

· What do we learn about Hester’s life history in this chapter? 

· With whom does Hawthorne contrast Hester and her baby? 

· How are the women characterized in this chapter? How do they feel about Hester’ punishment? 

· Describe the letter; what effect did it have on Hester? What is significant about its appearance? 

· What does Hester think about as she stands on the scaffold? 

Ch. 3

· What does Hester see on the outskirts of town? With what symbolic qualities do you associate these characters? 

· Who is the man at the outskirts of town? How do you know? 

· What upsets the stranger? 

· How would you characterize Dimmesdale? What symbolic associations go along with his characterization? What clues point to his relationship with Hester?  

· What does the narrator think about the men sitting in judgement of Hester?  
· What symbolic power does the scarlet letter develop as a result of Rev. Wilson’s sermon? 

· Why won’t Hester say who the father of her child is? 

Ch. 4

· Why is this chapter suspenseful? 

· What are the intentions and the character of Roger Chillingworth? 

· How does Chillingworth explain Hester’s adultery? 
· What symbolism can you identify in relation to Chillingworth’s character description? How do you think Hawthorne wants us to feel about him? 

Ch. 5

· What reasons does the narrator offer for why Hester chooses to stay in Salem? 

· Of what did Hester feel she would become a symbol to the townspeople? 

· Where did Hester live? Why might this be symbolic? 

· How did Hester support herself? What does this work reveal about Hester’s inner self and her place in society? 

· How did the townspeople react to Hester? 

· What role does the scarlet letter play in society? What special insight does it give Hester? 

Ch. 6

· What are some of the distinctive qualities and strange behaviors of Pearl? Are these peculiar traits due to natural or supernatural causes? 

· Why does Hester name her child Pearl? Of what might the name be symbolic? 

· What was Pearl’s one defect? 

· What emotion seemed lacking in Pearl? 

· Why didn’t other children accept Pearl? 

· What was the first object Pearl was aware of? 

Ch. 7

· What relationship does Pearl have with light? How/why is sunshine an important symbol in the novel? 

· Why did Hester want to talk with the governor? 

· How did Hester dress Pearl for the visit? 

· In what sense is Pearl related to the scarlet letter? 

· What is Pearl’s reaction to the other children’s cruelty? What does this say about her? 

Ch. 8

· How are the characters in this chapter intertwined? 

· What does Rev. Wilson compare Pearl to? 

· How has Rev. Wilson’s position toward Hester’s sin changed since the opening scaffold scene? 

· What does Rev. Wilson want done with Pearl? 

· How is Pearl’s answer to the question, “Who made thee?” symbolic? 

· Why does Dimmesdale argue that Hester be able to keep Pearl? 

· What is Pearl’s reaction to Dimmesdale? 

Ch. 9

· What position in the community did Chillingworth assume? 

· What is the relationship between Chillingworth and Dimmesdale? 

· How have these two characters changed since the beginning of the story? 

· What does Chillingworth come to represent for Dimmesdale? 

Ch. 10

· What different interpretations do Chillingworth and Dimmesdale give to the weeds growing on the grave? 

· How does Chillingworth describe Dimmesdale’s illness? 

· Why can’t Dimmesdale see that Chillingworth is his enemy? 

· Why, according to Dimmesdale, don’t some men confess their sins? 

· How does Pearl relate to Chillingworth? 

· What did Chillingworth find Dimmesdale reading at the end of the chapter? What discovery did he make? 
Ch. 11

· What did Chillingworth want in relation to Dimmesdale? 

· Why did Dimmesdale become so popular with his congregation? 

· What did Dimmesdale long to do? Why did he hate himself? 

· What is “the tongue of flame” and why does Dimmesdale possess it? 
Ch. 12

· Where does Dimmesdale go and why? What does he hope will happen? 

· Why are the events in this chapter at the exact center of Hawthorne’s narrative? 

· Who does Dimmesdale meet while he’s out? 

· What appears on the horizon, and how is it symbolic? 

· What is Pearl’s interaction with Dimmesdale? 

Ch. 13

· How has the scarlet letter changed Hester physically and intellectually? 

· How had the town’s attitude toward her changed? 

· How does Hester view the condition of womanhood? 

· Why does Hester decide to meet with Chillingworth? 

Ch. 14

· How has Chillingworth changed since he became involved with Dimmesdale? 

· What does Hester want to tell Dimmesdale? 

· What is Chillingworth’s reaction to that plan? 
Ch. 15

· How does the narrator criticize Hester in this chapter? 

· What new view of Pearl does Hester take and then reject? 

· In what sense had Roger done more harm to Hester than she had to him? 

· Why does Pearl say her mother wears the scarlet letter? 

· How does Hester answer Pearl’s questions? 

Ch. 16

· What is the setting in which Hester will meet Arthur, and why is it symbolic? 

· What is the purpose of this meeting? 

· What did Hester tell Pearl about the Black Man? Why?  

Ch. 17

· What is the atmosphere of this chapter? Why is it significant? 

· What does Dimmesdale mean when he talks of penance versus penitence? 

· Do Hester and Arthur think they sinned? 

· What are Hester’s feelings towards Arthur? 
· How does Dimmesdale react to the news that Chillingworth is Hester’s husband?  

Ch. 18

· How does the narrator compare Hester and Arthur? How are they different? 

· What does Arthur decide to do? 

· How does Hester symbolize her rejection of the past and her sin? 

· What attitude does the narrator have toward nature in this chapter? 

· How does the setting contribute to the symbolism in this chapter? 

· What is Dimmesdale’s reaction to Pearl? 

Ch. 19

· What is Pearl’s symbolic function in this chapter? 

· How does Pearl react to the minister? 
Ch. 20

· What plans did Hester and Arthur make? 

· How do you explain Arthur’s behavior in this chapter? What “revolution” has taken place? 

· Why does Arthur refuse Chillingworth’s medicine? 

· What do you think the minister has written for his sermon? 

· Why is Dimmesdale’s encounter with Mistress Hibbins important? 

· What is the irony in the conversation between Dimmesdale and Chillingworth?  

Ch. 21

· Explain Hester’s attitude on the day of the election sermon. 

· What accounts for Pearl’s mood? 

· How does this chapter deepen our understanding of Puritan culture and its relationship to the outside world? 

· How does Pearl’s observation of the minister reveal his weakness? 

· How does the mood in the marketplace compare to the first scene in the marketplace in Ch. 1? 

· What does Hester learn from the sea captain?  

Ch. 22

· How does Hester feel distant from Arthur in this chapter? How does she feel close to him? 

· How does Dimmesdale seem changed in the procession and why? 

· How does Pearl interact with Dimmesdale? How is it different from how Hester does? 

· Where does Hester stand to hear the sermon; why is that significant? 

· How would you characterize the tone of the minister’s sermon? What does it foreshadow?  

Ch. 23
· How does the congregation react to Dimmesdale’s election day sermon?

·  Examine the relationships between various characters: Dimmesdale and Hester, Dimmesdale and Chillingworth, Dimmesdale and Pearl. How do these characters perceive and respond to Dimmesdale’s confession? How does Dimmesdale perceive each of them?

· How does Dimmesdale perceive himself? Does he consider himself saved  or damned?                                                                                                                                                                               
· On the scaffold, Dimmesdale asks Hester, “Is this not better than what we  dreamed of in the forest?” What difference in outlook between the two lovers does this question reveal?

· Why does Chillingworth say, “Thou hast escaped me!” 
Ch. 24

· What are three possible theories used by the townspeople to explain what they saw on Dimmesdale’s chest? 

· What moral does Hawthorne derive from Dimmesdale’s “miserable experience”? 

· After Dimmesdale’s death, how does Chillingworth change? 

· What happens to Hester and Pearl? How do their fates reflect or deepen our understanding of the characters? 

· Why does Hester, years later, return to Salem? 

· Why does she wear the letter again? 

· What guidance or counsel does Hester give other women? 
Overall questions:

· Given the autobiographical references in “The Custom-House,” consider the possibility that each of the major characters in The Scarlet Letter might also be aspects of the narrator’s own persona. Discuss ways in which Hester Prynne, Arthur Dimmesdale, Roger Chillingworth, and Pearl complement each other thematically. 

· Discuss the extent to which Hawthorne embraces or critiques Puritan ideology. 

· Consider Hawthorne’s portrayal of women; what attitudes inform his portrait of Hester Prynne? 

· How is The Scarlet Letter a particularly American story? 

· How does the place setting affect the action of the novel? 

· What does the novel say about the division between what is public and what is private? 

· How does Hawthorne use color in the novel? 

· How do physical traits reflect mental or psychological traits? 

· Discuss the symbol of the scarlet letter; what does it signify? How does it function in the novel? How does its meaning change over time? What, besides “adultery,” can the A stand for in this story? 

· Does Hawthorne seem, in the end, to condone or to condemn the adultery of Hester and Arthur? 

· What are some ways in which Hawthorne uses irony in the novel? 

· How does this novel use/echo the Salem witch trials? 

 

 

