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People see racism as a thing of the past, 

something that cannot possibly exist to‐

day in 2016. People of color and diversity 

have come so far only to be set back by 

the issues of today. Racism is still alive 

and well in this country and it is our 

duty as a citizenry to ight for equality. 

hroughout history people of color have 

always been targeted and oppressed. We 

have already been deemed guilty because 

of the color of our skin, a factor that 

can't be hidden nor changed; we are put 

steps behind.

On June 11, 1967, Officer James Calvert 

shot unarmed Martin Chambers, 19, in 

the back, killing him. Police pursued 

Martin Chambers that day because they 

suspected that he and two other young 

men had robbed a local photo supply 

store. Just two days ater Chambers was 

killed, State Attorney Paul Antinori 

ruled the shooting was justiied. In his 

remarks, Antinori argued that Calvert's 

shot was necessary because Chambers 

was a felon leeing apprehension without 

acknowledging that Chambers had not 

actually been convicted of a crime. On 

November 22, 2014, police officer Timo‐

thy Loehmann shot and killed 12 year 

old Tamir Rice who was armed with a 

toy gun outside a recreation center. he 

case began when a caller to 911 said a 

male was pointing a gun at people in a 

Cleveland park. he caller added that the 

gun was "probably fake," and that the 

person waving it was "probably a juve‐

nile." he young boy was killed in less 

than a minute of the officer exiting his 

car. Loehmann's shooting was ruled jus‐

tiied, with his prosecutor stating, "…

hat no matter how tragic the circum‐

stances involving Tamir's death, the law 

gives the beneit of the doubt to officers 

who must make split-second decisions." 

Where was the beneit of the doubt given 

to a 12 year old boy?

NYPD Data Analysis shows that in 2014, 

New Yorkers were stopped by the police 

45,787 times.

37,744 were totally innocent (82 percent)

24,319 were black (53 percent)

12,489 were Latino (27 percent)

5,467 were white (12 percent)

he only things these people were guilty 

of is being themselves, something they 

hide and shouldn't have to change.

On January 9th, 1961, the headlines 

read, "Rioting White Students force sus‐

pension of First Black Students to inte‐

grate University of Georgia". his hap‐

pened ater Judge William Bootle or‐

dered the university to allow the black 

students to attend their classes. Most re‐

cently, this November, the University of 

Missouri's Black students have spoken 

out on their experiences with racism in 

the form of racial slurs, harassment, and 

threats by white students. heir cries for 

help went unnoticed by the university's 

administration until the University of 

Missouri's football team threatened to 

boycott the season. In 2014, the Educa‐

tion Department found a pattern of in‐

equality on a number of cases, with race 

as the common dividing component. Ac‐

cording to the 2014 analysis, black stu‐

dents are suspended and expelled at 

three times the rate of white students 

and a quarter of high schools with the 

highest percentage of black and Latino 

students do not offer any Algebra II 

courses, while a third of those schools do 

not have any chemistry classes. Also, 

while black children make up 18 percent 

of preschool enrollment, almost half of 

all preschool children who are suspend‐

ed more than once are African-Ameri‐

can. I have no idea what a pre-K student 

can possibly do to be suspended espe‐

cially at these alarming rates, can you?

We understand that all lives matter, in 

fact what we are trying to say doesn't 

make sense unless all lives matter. Black 

Lives Matter means just that, Black Lives 

Matter. We are not trying to say that 

black lives matter more than other lives 

and we are especially not trying to say 

that the lives of the police are not to be 

valued. hat is not the movement but a 

fallacy perpetuated by misguided "re‐

formers" with access to social media, and 

those that wish to bring the movement 

to a halt.he purpose of this statement is 

to bring to light the injustices faced by 

the black community. his movement 

was born in response to the lack of hu‐

man rights and dignity afforded to the 

black community throughout the history 

of the United States. It seemed like, and 

it still seems like, black people do not 

matter as much as others within our so‐

ciety. Black lives have importance and 

meaning and should be afforded the 

same rights and respect that others 

enjoy. Here is why this statement is so 

important: it seeks to create equality 

within our society, to inform and edu‐

cate, and to form a more perfect union, 

with liberty, justice and freedom for all.

Signed,

he Young Black Scholars
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On campus, most people ind themselves 

wondering what Virtual Enterprise is? 

Some may think it is a club, however, in 

actuality Virtual Enterprise is a year-long 

course, that primarily consists of two 

class periods which are; 5th period and 

6th period. Virtual Enterprise Interna‐

tional courseis a simulated business set 

up and run by students with the guid‐

ance of a teacher/facilitator and a busi‐

ness partner. his program allows stu‐

dents to experience, in a simulated busi‐

ness environment, all facets of being an 

employee in a irm. he Virtual Enter‐

prise involves students in every aspect of 

a business, including human resources, 

accounting, product development, pro‐

duction, distribution, marketing and 

sales. his workplace simulation enables 

students to understand how employees, 

workgroup teams, and departments in‐

teract with each other and work together 

for the goal of the company. In addition, 

Students engage in various business ac‐

tivities throughout the year, which create 

a u t h e n t i c a p p l i e d l e a r n i n g 

opportunities.Participation in national 

and international trade fairs as well as 

the business plan competition are the 

capstone components of the VE program 

that actualized the world of work, com‐

munications, technology and global 

business. Trade fairs provide students 

with the opportunity to present and 

market the products/services of their 

virtual business in a competitive market‐

place with their local and global col‐

leagues and peers. herefore, If anyone 

else has any other questions pertaining 

about how they can sign up for the 

course or anything of that matter, then I 

strongly suggest to contact Mr. Albin & 

Mr. Palladino with further questions.

Lawrence is mainly a football school. Ev‐

eryone who attends LHS knows that. 

Due to the overall popularity of football 

as a sport and the huge success the 

Lawrence team has had in it, football 

simply can't be beaten when it comes to 

support. However, what about the other 

guys? he people who play all the other 

sports Lawrence has to offer. No, not 

lacrosse or basketball. I'm talking about 

baseball. Baseball is the all American 

sport that isn't popular at Lawrence at all 

due to the overall "slowness" of the game 

and the fact that the Lawrence baseball 

team hasn't placed too many wins on the 

board. I understand. People want to at‐

tend a modern, more fast paced game 

where the team they are rooting for has a 

chance of winning. I hate to say it but 

those people are simply not good fans. In 

my opinion you pick a team, not because 

they win more oten but because you 

show favoritism toward them for what‐

ever reason. I ind it disappointing that 

the unspoken athletes of the LHS base‐

ball team don't receive any recognition, 

not even an intercom announcement. No 

one likes losing, that's obvious. he team 

playing hates losing 10 times more than 

the fans watching. Simply, the LHS base‐

ball team needs a little love. On the 

morning announcements you hear just 

about every sport other than baseball. I 

know because I myself am on the base‐

ball team. We are not asking for much 

but maybe if we had some support 

(probably not the support the football 

team gets), then maybe we would be that 

more motivated to win.

If that isn't enough, I unbiasedly believe 

that the baseball team is going to pull off 

quite a few wins this year. he freshmen 

coming in have really been drawn to 

baseball which makes the Junior Varsity 

team a lot bigger than it normally is. A 

bigger team means more talent which JV 

can use to pull off some wins. Varsity is 

also a great team. We haven't gotten off 

to the start we wanted ater losing 3 

straight games, but we have the power, 

talent, and overall love for the game to 

pull off some big wins this year. he var‐

sity team is lead by Coach Leonard who 

I feel deserves a little recognition and pat 

on the back for sticking with the LHS 

baseball team for as long as he has. 

Sports is not all about winning but about 

your love and passion for the game. he 

fact that the Lawrence baseball team 

hasn't been too successful when it comes 

to the wins means that we are now that 

much more hungry and determined for a 

win. When those wins start piling up 

this year, and they will, we would love to 

hear some Lawrencians cheering us on. 

And even if they don't (which I doubt), 

come anyway to prove that you're not 

just in it for the glory but just simply to 

root for your fellow classmates to prevail 

over the opposing team. So when that 

umpire calls "Play Ball!" We're that more 

determined to make the play or hit the 

skin off the ball, just so that we could re‐

member what school we're playing for 

and how much hell we're about to bring 

the other team.

by: Sierra Canetti

It's a Club! It's a Job! No, 
It's Virtual EnterpriseNo Really, We're 

Pretty Good
by: Jordan Garry
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As many of you may heard a judge ha‐

sordered Apple to help the FBI hack an 

iPhoneused by one of the San Bernardi‐

no shooter suspects causing polarizing 

opinions and some misinformation to 

spread.

his debate does not simply concern his 

phone but rather what is keeping the FBI 

from accessing its info. his has escalat‐

ed to the point of ordering Apple to cre‐

ate advanced sotware tools to get rid of 

security protections the company built 

into its iPhone sotware to protect con‐

sumer data. hose opposed to the court's 

decision argue that this is very similar to 

the controversial backdoor the FBI has 

tried to enforce on Apple and other com‐

panies within their sotware-but in this 

case, it's an atermarket backdoor to be 

used selectively on phones the govern‐

ment is investigating.

he loophole in question is not about 

Apple unlocking the phone but about 

making it more accessible for the FBI to 

attempt to unlock it on its own in cases 

like this. If the controversy over the San 

Bernardino phone causes Apple to take 

further means to close that loophole so 

that it can't assist the FBI in this way in 

the future (but protect customer 

privacy), it could be seen as excessive 

obstinance and obstruction by Capitol 

Hill. his could be the event that initiates 

discussion lawmakers toinally step in‐

with federal legislation that prevents Ap‐

ple and other companies from shutting 

the government out of devices that could 

have essential information for a case. If 

the FBI is manages to succeed in forcing 

Apple to agree to work with them , it 

would also set an example for other 

countries to follow and ask Apple to give 

their authorities the same sotware tool.

A lot of people have misconstrued the 

government's request and believe it 

asked the court to order Apple to unlock 

the speciic iPhone, as Apple has done in 

many cases before. But the particular op‐

erating system installed on this phone 

does not allow Apple to bypass the pass‐

code and decrypt the data. So the gov‐

ernment wants to try bruteforcing, 

which is the process of systematically 

checking all possiblekeysorpasswordsun‐

til the correct one is found, the password 

without having the system auto-erase the 

decryption key and without extra time 

delays (which it as of recently has suc‐

ceeded in doing without the involvement 

of apple). To do this, the FBI wanted Ap‐

ple to create a weakened version of its 

operating system, and install it on the 

San Bernardino phone. It also wants Ap‐

ple to make it possible to enter password 

guesses electronically so that the FBI can 

run password-cracking code that runs 

through the password guesses automati‐

cally. It wants Apple to design this weak‐

ened sotware to be loaded into memory 

instead of on disk so that the data on the 

phone remains sound and cannot be al‐

tered.

Even if Apple agreed, the phone will still 

be locked, (unless the government's 

bruteforcing operation works to guess 

the password). If the suspect kept the 

iOS9 default requirement for a six-digit 

password, and chose a complex alpha-

numeric combination for his password, 

the FBI might never be able to crack it 

due to the immense amount of potential 

passwords.

Apple CEO Tim Cook has made state‐

ments on the subject anddescribed the 

government's requestas "asking Apple to 

hack our own users and undermine 

decades of security advancements that 

protect our customers-including tens of 

millions of American citizens-from so‐

phisticated hackers and cybercriminals. 

he same engineers who built strong en‐

cryption into the iPhone to protect our 

users would, ironically, be ordered to 

weaken those protections and make our 

users less safe."

he problem with the loophole is that 

Apple still retains the ability to run crip‐

pled irmware on a device like this with‐

out requiring the user to approve it. 

here has been some debate online 

about whether Apple would be able to do 

this for later phones that have newer 

chips and the secure enclave. It's an im‐

portant question because these are the 

phones that most users will have in the 

next few years as Apple is a very popular 

brand and there users will most likely 

want to upgrade to a better model. 

hough the secure enclave has extra se‐

curity features, Dan Guido,an expert iOS 

consultant, says that Apple could indeed 

also write weakened irmware for the se‐

cure enclave that achieves exactly what 

the FBI is asking for in the San Bernardi‐

no case.

If you are in any way concerned for your 

phones it is advised that you create a 

strong alpha-numeric password for your 

device that would make it unable to 

bruteforce it. "If you have letters and 

numbers and it's six, seven or eight digits 

long, then the potential combinations 

there are really too large for anyone to 

bruteforce," Guido said.

Guido also has stated that, "here are 

changes that Apple can make to the se‐

cure enclave to further secure their 

phones," he said. "For instance, they may 

be able to require some kind of user con‐

irmation, before that irmware gets up‐

dated, by entering their PIN code … or 

they could burn the secure enclave into 

the chip as read-only memory and lose 

the ability to update it [entirely]."

hese would prohibit Apple in the future 

from having the ability to either upload 

weakened irmware to the device with‐

out the phone owner's agreement or 

from uploading new irmware to the se‐

curity controls at all.

his incident while troublesome now 

may decide how companies deal with 

consumer security and data in the future 

yet it is bigger than just that. When 

bringing up the topic of security the lines 

between law and ethics blur. So how this 

debacle falls out is signiicant to not only 

those in the technology industry but also 

to the common consumer who will have 

their privacy compromised.

Hi, I am a student of Lawrence High 

School. I came from Bangladesh on 

November 14th, 2014. In my country, 

the culture, customs, and traditions are 

different from the United States.

When I came to the United States every‐

thing was so difficult for me. I didn't 

speaking any English. I really love this 

school and it's helping me learn different 

things.

I was hoping to teach the readers some 

new things too. I wanted to teach you 

about my hijab. When I was in my coun‐

try I always wore my hijab. I still wear it 

in the United States. I am a Muslim girl 

and for my religion we must wear a 

hijab. We only can show our hair to our 

husband, but some of the Muslim girls 

don't care about it, because they think it 

doesn't matter. For me and my family it 

does matter because we are very reli‐

gious. I am really happy to share my cul‐

ture with you.

Apple vs. 
he FBI

Bangladesh: 
Culture and 
Customs

by: homas Lira

by: Anonna 
Sumaiya 
Ahmed



4 Mental Pablum

By: Erika Kirchner

Number Two and Middle School sold for 

$1.8 million

Yes, it is happening again. Due to tax 

cuts in the area, we are unable to fund 

the Lawrence Middle School and Num‐

ber Two School with tax paying dollars. 

he two have been bought by HALB 

(Hebrew Academy Of Long Beach) and 

will become private Yeshivas in the Fall 

of 2016. It is uncertain but expected that 

all grades will be situated on the one 

Lawrence High School campus. he 

most recent plans released by the school 

board and administration are laid out as 

so: 1st grade through 4th grade will oc‐

cupy the third loor, 5th grade through 

8th grade will be situated on the second 

loor, and juniors and seniors will have 

the irst loor to themselves. Obviously, 

due to the lack of room, a small portion 

of the $1.8 million will be put towards an 

addition speciically for the freshmen 

and sophomores. here will be trailers 

placed on the football ield, which we 

don't need any more due to the cutting 

of the football program. freshmen and 

sophomore classes will be held in the 

trailers. On top of that, any student's 

grades 1-12 who take an art or music re‐

lated class will be bussed to Lawrence's 

Number Four School to earn credit for 

those courses. "We've done this before 

and we will make it work again" said the 

LHS principle Dr. J. Lagnado.

On April 1st2016, social studies teacher 

Mr. Gofman won the New York Lottery's 

Powerball Jackpot. His winnings totaled 

$135 million. He sat down with me and 

discussed his road to riches and the 

plans he is making with his newly ac‐

quired wealth.

he story of how Mr. Gofman chose the 

numbers that would soon win the lottery 

is remarkable. At a recent LTA meeting, 

a group of his colleagues were talking 

about pooling money to buy lottery tick‐

ets. Mr. Gofman thought about being a 

part of this pool, but then he thought 

better of it. He thought, "I don't want to 

be associated with that riff raff. If I'm go‐

ing to buy a lottery ticket, all the money 

is going to me if I win." Ironically, this 

would soon be the case. A few days ater 

the meeting, Mr. Gofman was grading 

ID quizzes at his desk ater school. In the 

midst of failing his students, the series of 

numbers he would use to play the lottery 

were staring right at him. He was going 

to use the children's worst grades of that 

chapter's ID quiz as his numbers. Look‐

ing through the pile, he determined the 

most horrendous grades he could ind: 

35 50 18 42 26. Lastly, the lowest grade of 

all would be his Powerball number: 6. 

Ater he inished grading, he went to 7 

Eleven and bought the ticket that would 

make him a millionaire.

As for his plans with his earnings, Mr. 

Gofman has rather unique intentions. At 

irst, he was going to quit his job at 

Lawrence but then he decided to stay 

until the end of the school year so he 

could fail as many of the children as pos‐

sible. he irst thing he's going to spend 

his money on is a plane ticket to his 

homeland of Moscow. Why you ask? At 

long last, he will inally fulill his child‐

hood dream of visiting the site of the 

Battle of Borodino. Even though his par‐

ents said it was "just a ield," this will 

bring him great happiness and satisfac‐

tion. Also, he is going to donate funds in 

order to make Lawrence High School's 

detention room bleaker than it already 

is. he walls will be painted black and 

there will be bars stationed on every set 

of windows. his way, the children might 

be more afraid to act out when they are 

punished with detention or ISS. Lastly, 

Mr. Gofman will pay a world-class sculp‐

tor of his choice to create a statue of him. 

his will be placed in the front grounds 

of the high school.

Be sure to congratulate Mr. Gofman on 

his new fortune! We will be sad to see 

him go in June, and every student and 

faculty member will miss him. But don't 

worry, we'll see the statue of him every 

day to be reminded of his greatness and 

passion for teaching the children.

When most people think of the 

Lawrence Tornadoes, the irst thing that 

may come to mind is our 3 year defend‐

ing title of the Long Island Champions in 

football. However, as the 2014-2015 sea‐

son ended, us Lawrencians were forced 

to say goodbye to key players such as 

Melik Mavruk, Mike Spinelli, and Jordan 

Fredericks. Saying farewell to out 

beloved players was heartbreaking but 

there was no doubt in the Lawrence 

Golden Tornadoes mind that in the up‐

coming football season we would be 

back, better than ever and still defending 

our glorious title. Unfortunately we also 

had to say goodbye to that 3 year defend‐

ing title as Long Island Champions.

Due to the unfortunate event of losing in 

the irst round of playoffs it is clear that 

the Lawrence High School Football team 

is no longer what it used to be in past 

years. Losing key players who were assets 

was detrimental to what was once a 

strong program. he build up of this 

strong program is without any doubt, 

well earned on behalf of the football 

players and hard work of the coaches 

and parents. While it is well earned and 

respected, some may argue that football 

players receive "special treatment", due 

to an excessive amount of new equip‐

ment and privileges that other athletes 

do not receive. With this in mind, 

Lawrence High School has decided to 

cut the program completely and stop all 

funding for our football team. he loss 

this past year in the playoffs let us 

Lawrencians feeling more heartbroken 

than ever, creating this sense of hopeless‐

ness. herefore, there is no need to fund 

this program. All funding will be fun‐

neled into girl's badminton and chess. 

By: Emma Balsam

You Fail! Big 
Lottery 

Winner!

LHS Football 
Gone For 

Good

Another Budget 
Cut For he 

Schools!
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1. How has your experience as a 

Lawrence teacher been so far?

"It's been very good. I love my 

colleagues, my boss's administration and 

coaching."

1. Are you originally from New 

York?

"I am, I'm from West Babylon, Suffolk 

County

1. What college did you attend before 

you came here?

"Well I went to 3 but I graduated from 

SUNY Cortland and I did my masters at 

Stony Brook"

1. What inspired or made you want 

to become a teacher?

"I was originally in a business program 

helping out my friends with their math 

courses and I ended up not liking the 

business courses but ended up liking, 

helping people, so then I changed majors 

and this is where I am now."

1. To you, what is your Ideal student?

"My ideal student is obviously someone 

that does all the work, is a respectful and 

you know the basics that you would 

hope in a student. But I also like a stu‐

dent who is outgoing and laughs at my 

corny jokes and be a student that can 

have a little bit of fun and then turn on 

the work switch"

1. What do you consider to be your 

strengths and challenges as a 

teacher and especially a math 

teacher?

"You get the everyday challenge of, why 

are we doing this? his is so stupid and 

then challenges over making it fun. But I 

like to let my guard down a little bit and 

let them kind of see me for a person and 

hopefully then build a little bit of a con‐

nection and then the math would just 

come a little bit easier."

1. What are your hobbies?

"My hobbies would be, I like to surf, and 

so I spend a lot of my summers at the 

beach at life guard. I like to work out, 

crossit coach, I like to drive onto the 

beach, I like to to play basketball, soccer 

and I like to revolve around outdoor ac‐

tivities.

1. What is your favorite sport and 

sports team?

"It's a little bit of a tie between basketball, 

volley ball and soccer. I play beach volley 

ball over the summer, so I like that, it's a 

nice feel to it but soccer edges it out a lit‐

tle bit. I like Chelsea (soccer), but I also 

like the Knicks (basketball) and the 

Cleveland browns (football)."

1. Is there anything about you that 

you would like Lawrence students 

and staff to know?

"Well I'm a track coach so I spend a little 

bit of my time in the weight room and 

they see that even though I'm long and 

scrawny that I'm actually kind of strong."

Teacher Spotlight. New 
Faces For LHS
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"Adventures in Ambiguity"

 You're riding passenger on loose knuck‐

le drives

 Watching the road and tracing the rac‐

ing white

 humbing the dash to a tape Wide-Eyes 

made

 Filling the seams of your dreams, reason 

fades

 you're surrounded by the smells of new 

and nostalgia

 so caught up, doesn't occur

 they may just forget ya

 I know it doesn't seem like it could get 

better than this

 But there are thunderstorms underneath 

the mist

 And they're just waiting to hit, they're 

just waiting to hit

 Too occupied memorizing constella‐

tions

 To notice how they have fallen from 

their places

 And the people you lay your head in the 

laps of

 hey're just barely hanging on and then 

some

 Here's a word of advice

 don't get lost in the light

 I know the picture has grown

 electric, fast, with a sonic undertone

 And the lovers who arrive at heavenly 

tunes

 are in sheer ebony with eyes of Neptune

 And you can't believe they're talking to 

you

 You think maybe this is the time of your 

life

 But you have to slow down, you're get‐

ting lost in the light

~Toni Cruz

"Delayed Liberation"

 Out of touch, out of mind

 Loss of stance, loss of time

 Why have the memories gone clouded?

 Like my conscious and mountains

 Of apologies can't cover the bill

 Damned for all I am

 a hole in my soul, unable to ill

 Heavy heart, house of cards

 Unbalanced and talent

 Questions and mentioned

 as confusion in future tales

 Spoken in silent tones

 and expressive faces

 Promised you wouldn't fail

 Promised you wouldn't fail

 But here you are, barely standing

 Waving and chanting

 You're a disgrace, you weren't the one

 hey were right, you're not good 

enough

 Tear tracks burn your throat

 Roll and pour down your cheeks

 Life has a hell of a hold

 You think maybe this is how it should 

be

 he fears and anger

 frustration and wagers

 come down on shoulders and patience

 Unmade for new youth

 But that's where it's been stationed

 Any other head, they'd crumble to dust

 Only you can suffer the horrors

 and ride alongside the rush

 Because there is hope

 underneath the smoke

 it's just hovering over you now

 waiting for the moment

 to wash you clean and drown the mon‐

sters out

~Toni Cruz

By: Luis

Kathya Paola Almendarez Cruz was 

born in 2000, in La Union, El Salvador. 

Her story begins when she was a child. 

She lived with her grandfather and her 

mother. She had a pretty good childhood 

and did what other kids did. She played 

with her friends and everything was 

good until her father let them. It was 

hard for her to realize that he wasn't 

there anymore, and she thought it was 

her fault that he let. She did not know if 

she could overcome that, but even 

though it was hard, she did it.

When she turned 13, she would wake up 

every morning and go to school. Her 

school was good and she had many 

friends. hey would hang out ater 

school and go to the park. She remem‐

bers that her mom used to travel from 

her country to the Untied States to visit 

her family that lived there and she want‐

ed to go as well. She wanted to see her 

brother again and have new experiences. 

She never thought that the trip would 

change her as much as it had. She inally 

decided to come here in 2014.

Kathya's trip wasn't perfect, but it wasn't 

too bad either. It took two weeks and 

three days. She remembers the journey 

was a bit long because something hap‐

pened in Mexico, and it was a bit danger‐

ous to go out. When she inally arrived 

in the United States, immigration 

stopped her and asked her some ques‐

tions. She was afraid that they might 

send her back. hey called everyone but 

her until about 9:00 when she got on a 

bus and departed. She realized that she 

had made it and she was so happy be‐

cause she knew she was going to see her 

family.

Now she lives here and she has so many 

dreams and goals. Even here, there are 

obstacles to get what she wants, but it is 

much easier than in her country. Yeah, 

she hopes to go back one day, but for 

now her life is here.

A Story of Immigration
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Question:

Dear Kristina,

I have this friend that I have known 

since kindergarten. We were really close 

all throughout grammar school and 

middle school but once we got to the 

high school she changed. She basically 

stopped hanging out with me and started 

hanging out with some old kids. I am 

hurt and I wish we could go back to the 

way things were, but I don't want to 

seem like a loser and talk to her about it. 

What do I do?

Frustrated Freshman

Answer:

Dear Frustrated Freshman,

While I'm sure it hurts that you guys 

aren'tas close anymore, I think before 

you take any sort of action, you have 

toirstask yourself whether or notyou 

want this person in your life. If you an‐

swered 'yes,' then what you need to do is 

swallow your pride and talk to her. 

While it may hurt your ego for a mo‐

ment, it's better than not talking to her at 

all and letting the friendship die. If you 

answered 'no,' then that's okay as 

well.Life is full of change, and unfortu‐

nately, the losing of friends is one of 

those changes. Yes, it hurts that you're 

losing a childhood best friend, just think 

of all thenew, great friendshipsthat you'll 

makein high school. It'll all work out in 

the end, either way you choose to go. 

Good luck!

Kristina

Question:

Dear Kristina,

My mom saw a picture on one of my so‐

cial media accounts and she freaked out 

and took my phone away. It wasn't even 

that bad of a picture. I'm actually a good 

kid and I feel like I deserve more respect 

and trust than she is giving me. What 

can I say to her?

Answer:

Been there, done thatsomany times. he 

only thing you really can do is just talk 

to your mom about it. Explain the pic‐

ture and the story behind it, that it 

wasn't as bad as it looked, and tell her 

that you'll delete it. You also have to tell 

her that you're not a little kid-while you 

understand how certain posts will make 

you seem, you're also conscious of what 

you're posting and don't intend on post‐

ing anything bad. Talk to your mom 

about it and how you feel as though she 

isn't giving you the trust andrespect you 

think you deserve, and that if it really 

bothers her, you'll delete the photo and 

be more conscious of what you post 

when you get your phone back.

Hope this helps!

Kristina

DEADPOOL MOVIE REVIEW

BY JORDAN GARRY

On February 12, nearly every theater 

that was showing the new Deadpool 

movie was packed. his is because the 

trailers had made the impression on 

many that the movie was going to be as 

funny, enjoyable, and action packed as 

the comics. But in all honesty, when I 

went to go see the movie on Friday I was 

expecting the movie to be a disappoint‐

ment compared to the large amount of 

hype it was getting and I was so wrong. 

he movie took no time in introducing 

Deadpool's signature mix of humor and 

violent action to the audience in the 

opening scenes alone. Within the irst 

minute, I was already laughing and at the 

same time was drawn into the movie. If 

you aren't familiar with the character of 

Deadpool from the comics, that's okay, 

you will still be able to enjoy the movie 

because it does an excellent job of illing 

the audience in on who he is and how he 

became the infamous antihero. I could 

tell that Marvel studios had a lot of fun 

with the movie yet managed to stay true 

to the character in the comics. his is be‐

cause Deadpool is one of the only comic 

book characters that knows he is in a 

comic book and this is captured by the 

movie as well. For example, he will refer‐

ence actors, movies, and actual current 

events. I appreciated that Marvel ac‐

knowledged that element of his character 

and used it while not over selling it. 

Comedy was in no shortage as a combi‐

nation of fourth-wall breaking and 

Deadpool's big mouth would bring in 

constant laughter. Also, I don't know 

how they pulled it off, but they managed 

to create the perfect blend of comedy 

and action. he action sequences were in 

a word, epic. Deadpool would be ight‐

ing someone and then all of a sudden ev‐

erything would pause so you could see 

what terrible fate he is inlicting on his 

enemies. At one point he sliced off one 

man's head and kicked it at another guy 

as if it were a soccer ball and I loved that. 

If you couldn't tell from that description 

or the trailers Deadpool is NOT a family 

movie. It gets in its f-bombs, sex scenes 

and bloody violence with time to spare. I 

appreciated how the studio wasn't afraid 

to make the movie rated R in order to it 

in the character's cruel sense of humor 

and very violent ighting style. he 

movie thrived as a result of the creative 

freedom it got from that R rating. I had 

only one gripe about the movie: I would 

have wanted it to be longer. It's not that 

big of a deal, but I was hoping for just 

seeing a little more Deadpool. In all, 

Deadpool is not the next Avengers or 

he Dark Knight. No, the movie was ex‐

actly what it needed to be: a funny action 

movie about the character Deadpool. 

he movie made me want to see it all 

over again and I regret to say I did not. 

It's a new, unique kind of antihero movie 

that breaks the fourth wall constantly 

and had me laughing nonstop. I don't 

know how Deadpool the sequel will 

manage to succeed the irst but hopefully 

it'll ind a way. I encourage all of you to 

go see this movie ASAP, just try to make 

it a non-family movie viewing, though 

(hat will be very hard for you under‐

classmen, so just see it with your family 

anyway).
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