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Preface:  The purpose of this code is to inform all student athletes in Wellsville Schools of the rules governing conduct.  The Wellsville Athletic Board believes that participation in athletics builds character and discipline and that this participation is a privilege, not a right.  Any student athlete with this privilege at Wellsville not only represents Wellsville Junior/Senior High School, but his/her family and community as well.  Based on this, we expect more from the student athlete.  Athletics can be a fulfilling and educational experience, but should be regarded for what it is – an extra curricular activity over which academics takes priority.

1.  ELIGIBILITY
A.
High school students participating in any sports program must be passing in classes that yield the equivalent of five (5) credits towards graduation.  Any student not passing 5 credits will be ineligible for the next 9-week grading period.

B.
Eligibility will also be enforced in the previous 4th term of the last school year and participation privileges revoked the 1st term of the following year for those found deficient.

C.
Junior high athletes must be passing 75% of the subjects carried during each grading period to be eligible.

D.
A student declared ineligible will not be permitted to practice or be associated with any team until he/she is declared eligible by the Principal and added to the OHSAA eligibility lists.

E.
All student athletes must maintain a 1.000 GPA for eligibility.

F.
A student athlete may not have more than one ( F)  per grading period to be eligible for sports.

2.  ATTENDANCE POLICY

A.
Members of all athletic teams are required to be in school all day on the day of the contest.  Exceptions can be made due to extenuating circumstances with the approval of the Principal.

B.
All athletes are required to be in attendance the morning following any athletic event.  Any person not reporting to school will be ineligible to participate in the next scheduled event.

C.
Students who are absent the day following a contest may have this rule waived by securing a doctor’s slip or,  by visiting the school nurse and being sent home from the office after any attendance.

D.
All athletes must be in attendance from 11:15 A.M. to 2:50 P.M. in order to participate in an athletic practice.  Exceptions can be made due to extenuating circumstances with the approval of the Principal.

E.
Prescheduled appointments (orthodontist, dentist, doctor, counselor, etc.) should be pre-approved in the office on the day prior to the appointment.

3.
Violations of Drugs, Alcohol, and/or Tobacco

A. Any athlete determined to be possessing, using, distributing  or showing evidence of consumption of any form of alcohol, drugs or tobacco – in or out of school – by the school administration, staff, coaches, or local and state authorities will be subject to the consequences listed below. Any athlete who commits a violation in school will also be subject to the consequences listed in the student handbook.

            B.  Drug testing is mandatory for all athletes at Wellsville High School under                                     

           Board  Policy 2431.01 (Drug and Alcohol Testing for Students).  The athlete

           testing positive will be subject to the consequences listed below.

     First Violation

1.
Denial of the privilege to participate in twenty percent (20%) of games or contests, but must still attend and participate in practices unless they are under school suspension.  The athlete must also be present with the team at the games or meets  (but not in uniform). These events shall be consecutive starting with the first scheduled event after the confirmation of the violation.  Any denial occurring at the end of the season is carried over to the next sport in which the student participates until this consequence for the first offense is fulfilled.

2.
The athlete must participate in an assessment and follow-up program.  This assessment must be conducted by a certified chemical dependency counselor, an agency certified by The Ohio Department of Alcohol and Drug Addiction Services, or a licensed physician trained in chemical dependency.  The athlete must set an appointment within four (4) days of notification of the violation.  The athlete must participate in the evaluation process to its completion and follow the counselor’s recommendation.  Verification of this evaluation must be received by the Athletic Director from the counselor, and the athlete must waive his/her rights of confidentiality so that a written report can be given to the Athletic Director.  Any cost for the assessment and follow-up program will be the responsibility of the athlete.  The Athletic Director will monitor the progress of the assessment program and report any failure to comply.  Parents are encouraged to attend counseling sessions with their child.  The student athlete will automatically be included in the next random drug testing sequence.

  Second Violation

1.
Denial of participation in athletics at Wellsville High School for the current athletic season and the next athletic season.  For example, if a student athlete tests positive in the Fall sports season, he/she would not be able to participate in the Fall season or the Winter season.

2.
The athlete must participate in an assessment and follow-up program.  This assessment must be conducted by a certified chemical dependency counselor, an agency certified by The Ohio Department of Alcohol and Drug Addiction Services, or a licensed physician trained in chemical dependency.  The athlete must set an appointment within four (4) days of notification of the violation.  The athlete must participate in the evaluation process to its completion and follow the counselor’s recommendation.  Verification of this evaluation must be received by the Athletic Director from the counselor and the athlete must waive his/her rights of confidentiality so that a written report can be given to the Athletic Director.  Any cost for the assessment and follow-up program will be the responsibility of the athlete.  The Athletic Director will monitor the progress of the assessment program and report any failure to comply.  The student athlete will automatically be included in the next drug testing sequence.

      Third Violation

1.
Denial of participation in athletics for the remainder of student’s attendance at Wellsville High School

2. The athlete must participate in an assessment and follow-up program.  The        assessment must be conducted by a certified chemical dependency counselor, an agency certified by The Ohio Department of Alcohol and Drug Addiction Services, or a licensed physician trained in chemical dependency.  The athlete must set an appointment within four (4) days of the notification of the violation.  The athlete must participate in the evaluation process to its completion and follow the counselor’s recommendation.  Verification of this evaluation must be received by the Athletic Director from the counselor, and the athlete must waive his/her rights of confidentiality so that a written report can be given to the Athletic Director.  Any cost for the assessment and follow-up program will be the responsibility of the athlete.  The Athletic Director will monitor the progress of the assessment program and report any failure to comply.

Failure to complete the assessment following any of the violations shall result in denial of participation in the covered activities until the completion of the assessment.

4. FIGHTING

     A.  Any athlete who commits an act of aggression or retaliation and/or intentionally  

           and maliciously throws a punch, kicks, or uses equipment at another individual 

           shall:

           1st offense – be suspended one game or contest – the next scheduled event   

           2nd offense – be removed from the team for remainder of the season

     B.  The above rule and penalties also apply to the athletes coming off the bench, 

           sidelines, or from the stands

5.  DEFIANT – DISRESPECTFUL BEHAVIOR

      A.  Any athlete who refuses punishment, directions, shows disrespect, or is                         insubordinate towards a coach shall:  

            1st offense – be suspended one game or contest – next scheduled event

            2nd offense – be removed from the team for the remainder of the season

6.  THEFT

     A.  Any athlete who is guilty of stealing school property or equipment, WHS or   others, the property of teammates or opponents, or the property of coaches will be removed from the team for the remainder of the season.

     B.  Return or restitution of stolen property must be made before future participation in any athletic program will be allowed.

7.  EQUIPMENT      
     A.  All athletes who have completed his/her season must turn in all school issued equipment to the coaching staff within 5 days of final participation in a sport

     B.  Any equipment lost or assumed stolen must be paid for in the amount necessary to replace item ( Payment directly made to the Athletic Director)

     C.  No school issued uniforms, practice gear or equipment may be worn outside of school sponsored events. (Ex. As street wear )  

     D.  Any athlete who has not complied with the above rules will not receive any letters, awards, or be permitted to attend team banquets until proper restitution has been made.

     E.  A list of any athletes who are deficient in these matters will be given to the Principal for further action.

8.  PRE-PARTICIPATION RESPONSIBILITY

     A.  It is the responsibility of all athletes to make sure that all paperwork is completed and turned in prior to the start date of any athletic program.  This includes physical, emergency medical form, parental permission/proof of insurance form, signed rules sheet, OHSAA concussion information sheet, and drug testing consent form for the first athletic season of the school year in which the student participates.  Only an emergency medical form and a parent permission/insurance form must be submitted for any athlete returning for a second or third athletic season in the same school year.

     B.  Failure to comply with the above items will result in a loss of privilege to attend practice, participate in scrimmages or contests until all paperwork is turned in.

     C.  All prospective athletes and his/her parent/guardian should attend the pre-season mandatory parent/student meeting.  Students who do not attend the meeting with a parent or guardian will not be allowed to compete in their sport until both the athlete and the parent/guardian have met or talked with their coach to receive the required information.

     D.  Prospective athletes must be in attendance on the first day of their perspective season to become a member or try out.  Exceptions to this include a medical excuse from a doctor, ineligibility, or not being a student at Wellsville Junior/Senior High School at the try out start date.

9.  WITHDRAWN OR REMOVED FROM ATHLETIC TEAM

     A.  Any athlete who has quit or has been removed from the athletic team shall not be permitted to participate in any other athletic sponsored activity until the season NOT completed is officially over.  (This includes open gym, pre-season conditioning and weightlifting)

     B.  Removal from any team will result in the forfeiture of any and all awards.

10.  DUE PROCESS  
       A.  Parents and/or athletes with concerns or complaints should FIRST  discuss said concerns with the head coach.  If not satisfied with this discussion, an appointment with the Athletic Director and building Administrator should be arranged.

       B.  A student may be removed from extra-curricular activities immediately without the usual due process procedures.  Formal due process procedures will be initiated as soon as possible.  Disputes not resolved through meetings involving the affected athlete, his or her parents, the appropriate coaching staff, the Athletic Director and the building Administrator can be appealed to the Wellsville Board of Education.  Appeals to the Board of Education shall be made in writing by the affected athlete’s custodial parents.  Letters of appeal should be addressed to the attention of the Board of Education President within five (5) school days of the formal hearing with the coach.  With ten (10) school days the Board of Education shall convene to hear the appeal.  All individuals involved shall be present during the due process procedures.  In all cases, the decision of the Board is final.

11.  SUPPLEMENTAL CODE 

       A.  Each head coach of each sport shall establish supplemental rules pertaining to his/her individual sport.  These rules (approved by the Principal and Athletic Director) shall address both the rules and the consequences,  and are in addition to this athletic code.

12.  SENIOR NIGHTS (ALL NIGHTS)

       A.  At all Senior Night ceremonies each senior parent will be presented with an 11 x 14 framed picture of their son or daughter and a corsage.  Any additional gifts must not exceed $100 in cost and must be given at a non school time.

13.  AWARDS POLICY

       A. To earn a varsity letter a student athlete MUST participate in 50% of varsity contests either by game or quarter.  This 50% only includes games actually played excluding games canceled.  To earn any letter an athlete must complete their respective seasons.

Football – 20 quarters

Basketball – 40 quarters

All Others – 50% of games or meets contested

Exceptions to this rule, due to injury, are at the discretion of the head coach and the Athletic Director.

       B.  Any athlete who does not attend the banquet that honors his/her sport, forfeits their right to any individual award presented for that sport.  No athlete will be denied their earned letter; this may be picked up at the Athletic office during school hours.

14. WEATHER CONDITIONS
       A.  If school is canceled due to weather conditions, the following policy will be in effect:

       1.  Varsity and reserve practice may be held following the normal school day (2:50pm) if necessary and weather permits.

       2.  Varsity contests may be played if weather conditions improve and contractual agreements must be fulfilled.  Decision to be made by Principal, Athletic Director and Bus Supervisor.

       3.  Absolutely NO Freshman, Junior High, or Elementary practice may be held and all contests at these levels will be canceled, no exceptions.

I HAVE READ, DO UNDERSTAND, AND DO HEREBY AGREE TO ADHERE TO THE ATHLETICE CODE AS STATED ABOVE.

______________________________

__________________

   STUDENT’S SIGNATURE



DATE

I, THE PARENT/GUARDIAN OF _______________________

HAVE READ THE ATTACHED ATHLETIC CODE, AND WITH MY SIGNATURE BELOW DO AGREE TO ABIDE BY ITS TERMS AND CONDITIONS.

______________________________

__________________

PARENT/GUARDIAN SIGNATURE

DATE


