Rhonda Ficca (Wittenberg University BME ’81) is a music teacher and choral director for New Brighton Elementary School in New Brighton, Pennsylvania, with 31 years of experience. 
For 12 years, Rhonda along with nurse Beverly Gerello co-chaired the Caring Team for Children for the New Brighton Area School District, raising money for uninsured children ages 18 and under. She also serves on the Health and Wellness Council as a member and Secretary. 
Miss Ficca has been a presenter for in-services for the New Brighton Area School District and the Beaver Valley Intermediate Unit. 
She is the Music Director and is a frequent soloist at Beaver Falls Christian Assembly and Past President of the Dorcas Women’s Ministries for 15 years (currently Treasurer, Children’s Church Teacher, and sound system manager). 
Miss Ficca was the Choral Director for three years with the United Hosannah Ministries as well as the Musical Director for ten years for the New Brighton Ministerial Annual Thanksgiving Service. 
Her fifth grade students continue to perform every year at the Townsend Park in New Brighton for the Annual Memorial Day Service to honor veterans. 
Miss Ficca has received many awards: the Lee Canter Award for Assertive Discipline (1995), New Brighton Area School District PTA Founders’ Day Award (1995), Teacher Excellence Award from the Teacher Excellence Foundation for Southwestern Pennsylvania (2000), awards for Teacher of Distinction (2001 and 2002), Random Acts of Kindness Award from Highmark Blue Cross Blue Shield (2001), Album of Distinction for Delta Kappa Gamma Society for Women Educators (2001 and 2002), a Beaver County Peace Links Award (2001 for her efforts teaching peacemaking skills to children), and a Beaver County Sheriff’s Department Award for outstanding devotion to NBASD elementary students for drug prevention (2003). In 2002, she was an Athena Award nominee. In 2006-2007, Miss Ficca was a nominee from the New Brighton Area School District for the Pennsylvania Southwestern Teacher Excellence Center. Ficca was named to the ’03, ’05, ’07 Who’s Who of American Women and the ’08 Who’s Who in American Education. 

