 BIOLOGY I CP
Y. ABRAMS
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COURSE OVERVIEW

Biology is the study of life.  In this class we will learn about the molecules and processes of living organisms, the interactions of organisms with one another and their environment, and how organisms change over time.  Every student that takes this course is required to complete the SC EOC exam.  This exam will count as 20% of the final grade.  
REQUIRED MATERIALS:

Pencils and pens

1 ½ in. – 2 in. binder (just for this class)
8 tab dividers (labels for these are:  1) SEP’s, 2) Biochemistry, 3) Cells/Cell Cycles, 4) Cellular Energy, 5) Heredity/DNA & RNA, 6) Evolution/ Ecology, 7) Vocabulary, 8) EOC Review)
Notebook paper
3-prong folder with notebook paper
Color pencils

CLASSROOM RULES:

· BE ON TIME:  AHS tardy policy will be enforced
· BE CONSIDERATE OF OTHERS AND THEIR PROPERTY

· DO NOT DISRUPT OTHERS BY TALKING

· BE RECOGNIZED BEFORE SPEAKING

· IF IT’S NOT YOURS, LEAVE IT ALONE

· IF YOU CAN’T SAY SOMETHING NICE, DON’T SAY ANYTHING AT ALL
· BE SURE YOUR CELL PHONE IS ON SILENT AND OUT OF SIGHT AT ALL TIMES

· BE HONEST:  DO YOUR OWN WORK

· BE RESPONSIVE TO YOUR TEACHER’S REQUESTS:  FOLLOW INSTRUCTIONS
REMEMBER:  ACTIONS HAVE CONSEQUENCES

· VERBAL WARNING

· CONFERENCE AND/OR CALL TO PARENT

· REFERAL TO ADMINISTRATION
*Severe offenses will result in an automatic referral to administration.  This includes, but not limited to: fighting, major disruption of class, threats, and verbal abuse of other students or teacher.  

CLASSROOM PROCEDURES

1. ENTERING THE CLASSROOM:  Make sure you have all required materials, including homework.  Take your warm-up folder from the basket and begin your warm-up activity.   Put your folder back in the basket when finished and prepare for next activity.
2. SPEAKING/ASKING QUESTIONS:  Always ask if you are unsure of anything or need clarification.  Please participate in class discussions with your knowledge and ideas.  Raise your hand and be recognized before speaking.

3. PENCIL SHARPNER:  You may sharpen your pencil as needed but do not do it during instructional time.

4. TRASHCAN:  Hold your trash until the end of class or during a transition phase.  Do not go to the trashcan during instructional time.

5. RESTROOM/LOCKERS:  Each student will begin each quarter with 50 possible points of extra credit.  For each restroom or locker visit, you will lose five points.  Whatever points are left at the end of the quarter will be applied to various grades earned that quarter.  Points will not be added to your average.  Excessive use or abuse of this procedure can result in no restroom privileges or possible referral. Please do not ask to go during instructional time. 

6. ABSENTEE PROCEDURES:  When you are absent, you are responsible for any missed work.  Your work will be placed in your class folder for you to take upon your return.  Missed work is due within three days.  Quizzes and tests will be made up after school.  This should be done within one week of your return.

7. LATE ASSIGNMENTS:  Late assignments will receive a 5 point deduction for each day past the due date. 
8. HOMEWORK:  Homework will usually be checked for completion at the beginning of the block.  Once a homework assignment has been reviewed in class, you cannot have it checked for completion.  If homework is to be collected, I will ask for it at the beginning of class.  

9. FINISH EARLY:  If you finish an assignment early, ask the teacher for possible make-up work or enrichment activities.
10. CLASS SIGNAL:  When I need your attention I will raise my hand.  When you see me do this you should stop talking and raise your hand until I put mine down.  This should take about 10 seconds, those students that take longer to respond will be considered to be disrupting class.

11. TURNING IN WORK:  Make sure your name and date is on the work when you turn it in.  I will not grade no-name papers.

12. EXIT TICKET:  At the end of each class period, you will need to complete an exit ticket/exit activity and place it in the basket on the front table.

GCSD GRADING POLICY:

MAJOR ASSESSMENTS (test, projects, formal labs)

30%

LAB ACITIVITIES






30%

DAILY ASSIGNMENTS (warm-up, class work, home work)
25%

FORMATIVE ASSESSMENTS (quizzes)



15%

AHS TARDY POLICY: Since instructional time is so important, it is necessary that students be in class and prepared for the lesson when the tardy bell rings. Unexcused tardies should be dealt with according to the following procedures: 

1st tardy: Warning 




5th tardy: Suspension

2nd tardy: Warning 




6th tardy: Suspension

3rd tardy: After-school detention 


7th tardy: Expulsion Contract

4th tardy: Overnight suspension 

CHEATING:  CHEATING WILL NOT BE TOLERATED IN THIS CLASS.  IF YOU ARE CAUGHT CHEATING, IT WILL RESULT IN A FAILING GRADE ON THE ASSIGNMENT AND A CALL HOME.  IF YOU ARE CAUGHT ALLOWING SOMEONE TO COPY YOUR WORK, YOU WILL RECEIVE THE SAME CONSEQUENCES AS THE ONE COPYING. 

HELP:  I WILL BE AVAILABLE FOR HELP AFTER SCHOOL ON MONDAY AND WEDNESDAY AFTERNOONS. IF YOU ARE NOT IN MY ROOM BY 3:05 I WILL ASSUME YOU ARE NOT COMING.

