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In English I students continue to develop skills through structured study and independent reading of literary and informational texts.  A variety of informational as well as four major types of literary texts – fiction, literary nonfiction, poetry, and drama – are read and viewed both inside and outside of class.  Through literary texts, students study the author’s craft by making inferences, determining point of view, and analyzing theme and figurative language.  By reading a variety of informational texts, students analyze an author’s development and support of a thesis, create a variety of responses to texts, and examine the ways that bias is revealed in texts.  In addition, students continue to develop and use a knowledge of vocabulary that includes roots, affixes, euphemisms, and idioms.


High school students are a great deal more sophisticated in their use of language than they were in the lower grades. They now produce coherent and well-organized writing that includes a thesis and supporting evidence.  In implementing the writing process, students compose various types of texts including informational (expository/persuasive/argumentative) pieces and narratives.  They proofread and edit for the correct use of the conventions of written Standard American English, and they improve the content and development, the organization, and the quality of voice in their writing through the use of revision strategies.  The ability to develop an idea thoughtfully is a skill that students will use in college and in the workplace.  


In carrying out the research process, students in English I identify a topic, collect information from primary and secondary sources, and present their findings and conclusions in oral, written, and visual formats.  In today’s technological world, with the amount of information expanding at an unparalleled rate, students must be adept at accessing information in order to become critical, independent learners, thinkers, and writers.  They must be able to determine what particular type of information they need for a specific topic, and they must know how to locate that information efficiently.  Students must also be able to evaluate the validity of their sources.  In addition, after incorporating their own ideas with the information they have chosen from those sources, they must be able to distinguish that information from their own ideas by providing accurate and complete documentation of the sources they have used.  
Guidelines for Success

Be prompt.  Be on time every day ready to work. 

Be prepared.  You will need a pen or pencil, your independent reading book, and your three-ring binder every day.  

Be polite.  Treat others as you would like to be treated.  Remember that we are all in here to improve, so help create a classroom where everyone is comfortable.  

Be productive.  Because little outside work will be required, you should use your time in class wisely in order to make the most gains.  However, when outside work or “homework” is assigned, it is important that all assignments are taken seriously and that completed and submitted work is of the highest quality.  


Also, keep the attendance policy in mind.  If you are not here, you cannot learn and improve.  (All written absence excuses must be submitted to the Andrews High School Attendance Clerk as outlined in the AHS Student Handbook.)  
Daily Procedures
Notebook/Supplies

It is imperative that you stay organized for this class.  I require that you have a two inch, three ring binder with dividers.  Label the dividers as follows: 

1. Homework

2. Class Notes

3. Literature
4. Vocabulary

5. Grammar

6. Writing

Please keep plenty of paper in your notebook, and come to class with notebook, paper, and pens and/or pencils every day.  
You will also need a marbled composition book (Assignment / Reading Response Notebook) in which you will record assignments and your personal responses to readings.  These responses may come in whatever format works best for you, including paragraphs, lists of questions, diagrams and drawings.  The goal is to engage with the material and have something to refer back to after your mind has moved on to other things.  
Reading Quizzes 

Be prepared for a reading quiz on any assignment.  Quizzes are usually short and unannounced.  They serve the purpose of letting me know who is and who is not doing the assigned reading. 

Homework

Homework may not be collected every day and should remain in the homework section of your notebook until collected and/or checked. 

Grading

Tests, projects, and formal writing are the major grades in this course. The remainder of your grade for the course will come from quizzes, in-class writings and worksheets, class participation, and homework (listed as “Quick Assessments” in PowerSchool).  

The breakdown of your grade for each quarter grading period is 


35%
 Tests and Projects

35%
 Formal Extended Writing

30%
 Quick Assessments (quizzes, in-class writings, class participation, 


             homework)
           100%
 Quarter Grade

Plagiarism
You do not avoid plagiarism simply by not copying something word-for-word.  Plagiarism involves using someone’s words or ideas as if they were your own.  Plagiarism is a serious offense.  Any instance of plagiarism in written work submitted in this class will result in a grade of  F.  

Absences and Tardies 

Andrews High School regulations for absences and/or tardies are in effect for this class.  

Make up work is the responsibility of the student.  
Tutoring / Extended Day Sessions
I have set aside Monday and Thursday afternoons from 3:00 until 4:00 for English make up work and tutoring.  I am also available before or after school on other days by appointment.  Please do not hesitate to ask questions or request extra help whenever necessary.  

We have read and understand the Overview of English I for Mrs. Freeman’s classes. 
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