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Analyze Drama

A drama, or play, is a form of literature meant to be performed by actors for
an audience. In a drama, the characters' words and actions tell the story. The
author of a drama is called a playwright, and the text of the play is the script.
The script for a drama includes several different elements:

« The cast of characters is a list of all the characters in the play. This list
may also include a brief description of each character.

« Stage directions are instructions about how to perform the drama.
They are often italicized, and they may also be set off with parentheses.
They give readers, actors, and directors important details that explain
what is happening. For example, these stage directions help readers
imagine how Mr. Frank looks and feels when the play begins.

He stands looking slowly around, making a supreme effort
at self-control. He is weak, ill. His clothes are threadbare.

« Dialogue is the written conversation between two or more characters.
The name of a character is followed by the words that he or she speaks.

The structure of a text is the way in which it is arranged or organized. In a
drama, the script is often divided into acts and scenes.

« Anact is a major division within a play, similar to a chapter in a book.

« Each act may be divided into smaller sections, called scenes.

« Anew act or scene often shows that the time or place of the action
has changed.

As you review Act One, notice the important differences between Scene 1
and Scene 2. What does this difference help you to understand?





image2.tmp
RL1,RL3

Analyze Drama

A drama, or play, is a form of literature meant to be performed by actors for
an audience. In a drama, the characters' words and actions tell the story. The
author of a drama is called a playwright, and the text of the play is the script.
The script for a drama includes several different elements:

« The cast of characters is a list of all the characters in the play. This list
may also include a brief description of each character.

« Stage directions are instructions about how to perform the drama.
They are often italicized, and they may also be set off with parentheses.
They give readers, actors, and directors important details that explain
what is happening. For example, these stage directions help readers
imagine how Mr. Frank looks and feels when the play begins.

He stands looking slowly around, making a supreme effort
at self-control. He is weak, ill. His clothes are threadbare.

« Dialogue is the written conversation between two or more characters.
The name of a character is followed by the words that he or she speaks.

The structure of a text is the way in which it is arranged or organized. In a
drama, the script is often divided into acts and scenes.
« Anact is a major division within a play, similar to a chapter in a book.
« Each act may be divided into smaller sections, called scenes.
« Anew act or scene often shows that the time or place of the action
has changed.

As you review Act One, notice the important differences between Scene 1
and Scene 2. What does this difference help you to understand?





