
TO: 2017 – 2018 AP English Students 

FROM: Coach Schoen 

RE: Summer Reading 

MY EMAIL if you have any questions: poteacher14@yahoo.com or 

bschoen@gcsd.k12.sc.us  

Phone Contact: 237-1977 (home); 450-1878 (cell)…if you text, please identify yourself 

 

AP Students: 

 

The one piece chosen for our summer reading is a useful piece to begin the year. It is very 

rich in literary content that will give us a great point of departure into our year of AP 

English together. This novel is also a quintessential AP Literature selection, so we will 

make use of it for laying the groundwork for literary study next year. 

 

The following novel MUST be read by the first day back to school, as you will have an 

exam over it the second or third day of school and you will be expected to show 

understanding of the this text in discussion.  We will also be spending two weeks working 

with this piece, and others given to you upon returning to school, on many levels, including 

the reading of critical materials.  This will culminate in your first major paper for the 

course.  Therefore, make sure to take your time and conduct a thorough reading of the text 

(including, at the least, thorough annotations of the text while reading).  I will warn you 

now that this text is challenging, so please take your time reading and considering the 

issues raised.  Reading last minute will not enable you to be ready for the level of 

understanding and preparation necessary for the AP class.   

***You need to complete the quotes project for this text.  This assignment will be typed 

and is due as you walk in the door the day of our first meeting. This is an AP class, so 

minimal effort will receive minimal grades!! 

The assigned reading is: 

Mary Shelley  Frankenstein 

PER DR. HAMMEL: ANY STUDENT WHO SHOWS UP WITHOUT COMPLETING 

THE SUMMER READING WILL BE IMMEDIATELY DROPPED FROM THE 

COURSE AND PLACED IN A DIFFERENT ELECTIVE!  

 

***JUST BECAUSE THERE IS ONLY ONE TEXT IS NOT AN EXCUSE TO TAKE IT 

EASY.  I WILL EXPECT A VERY CLOSE READING AND UNDERSTANDING OF 

THE NOVEL SINCE IT IS THE ONLY ASSIGNED TEXT!!! 

 

Get started quickly and be ready for August; don’t just read the novel, but rather develop 

questions and points for discussion.  The more you contribute as individuals, the more we 

all will learn as a class. 

 

 

A smart student will keep a reading journal of questions, reactions, predictions, issues, 

ideas, etc. WHILE READING to pull from for discussion upon returning to school. 
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Quotes Project (do this for ONE novel) 

Assignment 

While reading your novel, you will collect a minimum of at least nine (9) annotated 
passages/quotes from the novel and "The Quote of the Novel" (so, this is a minimum total of 
ten [10] quotes). Then you will write a REFLECTIVE LETTER about the novel that you 
read and your reactions to both it and the annotated passages that you assembled. 

Procedure 

Use post-its to note/mark passages as you read. Every time you encounter a particularly 
important, provocative, dramatic, surprising, even disturbing passage, mark it with a post-it 
note. Only when you have completed the novel will you look at all those passages and decide 
which to toss out and which to keep. So, when you are done reading your book, you will 
select at least nine (9) passages from throughout the novel. Copy the passages down 
(including page numbers) and then write about each passage in the following ways: 

First, in a well-written paragraph explain how the passage "fits" into the novel (does the 
passage add to the character development, the plot line, the details of setting, and so forth). 
Discuss the importance of the passage to the book’s message or meaning or theme. 

Then, in a well-written paragraph react to the passage as a reader. Make me understand 
WHY you have selected this passage. To generate responses, you can consider the following 
as suggested prompts or questions: 

• Why does the passage impress, intrigue, horrify, or puzzle you? 

• Do you find the author’s use of language appealing or powerful? Does the passage jump 
off the page as a great descriptive passage? 

• Does it prompt a strong response from you as you read it? Does it present itself as so well 
crafted that you just love the sound of it? Is the language beautiful, descriptive, graphic? 

• Is it particularly meaningful? Is it a high point in the book? 

• Do you find yourself in agreement/disagreement with the ideas expressed? 

• Does the passage remind you of a situation you have lived as well? 

• Does the passage make you laugh out loud or make you melancholy or make you 
something else? 

• Does the author or the character raise intriguing questions or issues? 

• Does the passage challenge or expand your thinking? 

• You get the idea. 

You are not limited to the above list, nor do I expect you to answer all of the above. But your 
responses to the passages should clearly explain to me WHY these passages mean something 
to you, WHY these passages caught your attention. 

Then, select ANOTHER, DIFFERENT passage as "The Quote of the Book": that one 
passage or quote that captures the essence – the true meaning – of the novel for you, the 
reader. In a well-written paragraph explain exactly HOW this passage is the one perfect 
quote from the book [Think of this as the one passage that you would absolutely want saved 
should your book ever be lost or destroyed.] 



Lastly, you need to write me a REFLECTIVE LETTER about reading this novel and 
creating your quotes paper. Write to me about the thoughts and feelings and observations 
and new insights you experienced while reading your novel. Write to me about marking the 
quotes as you read and then selecting the ones to keep. Some things to think about for your 
letter may include, but are not exclusive to: 

• Tell me what you worked on the hardest or struggled with in doing this assignment 

• Share with me what you think you did well: what worked, really worked 

• Show me where you were drawn into the novel and where you were pulled away from 
the novel. Identify in your opinion the author’s – or the story’s – greatest strength and 
weakness 

• Explore what value, besides entertainment, this book has 

• Share your overall impressions of the novel 

• Discuss if you found yourself changing your mind about the book and/or the assignment 

• Tell me what you as a reader and as a student need to focus on for the next assignment 

Your REFLECTIVE LETTER is your chance to "talk" with me about your book, your 
project, and your experiences in completing this assignment. With your letter, make me see 
your work – and your learning – through your eyes. 

Important Stuff 

All aspects of this assignment must be typed. 

Passages/quotes must be at least two (2) sentences long. [Many of your passages should – 
and will be – longer than two sentences.] 

Passages/quotes must be from throughout the entire novel. 

All passages must be in quotation marks – and be sure to copy the passage exactly as it 
appears in your novel. 

All passages must include the page number from which they are taken. Cite page numbers as 
(235), or (16), or (105). 

The Reflective letter is a required component of this assignment. 

 
 


