English Tenses & Conjugation
Definition of tense:

Tense, from  the  Latin   word  meaning  “time,” refers  to  change in  the  form  of the  verb to  indicate  the  time of the action.  Tense and time do not always agree.  The present tense, for example, is by no means limited to action in the present time.  It may be used also to recall vividly the events of the past, as in the “historical present”, or to refer to future action:  “I leave for Chicago tomorrow morning.”
ENGLISH VERBS HAVE SIX TENSES:
1.  Present - 
present action:  “He sees me now”; customary action:  “He sees me daily”; and other such     

  

uses as “Napoleon opens the campaign   brilliantly” (historical   present used  instead  of  the  

 

past tense;  “I start my vacation a week from Friday “ (used  instead  of  the  future  tense);  



“Some early philosophers knew that the earth is round” (timeless truth expressed  in  the  present  



even when the main verb is in the past ).
2.  Past -     
past action not extending to the present:   “He saw me at the game yesterday.”

3.  Future -   
action at some time after the present:   “He will see me next month in New York “The future is

                   
frequently expressed by the phrase “is going to VERB.”  He is going to see me next month in 



New York.”  
4.  Present perfect - past action extending to the present (formed by combining auxiliary of “to have” in the 



present tense with past participle of principal verb):   “He has seen me many times.”

5.  Past perfect -
past action completed before some time indicated in the past (formed by combining auxiliary 



of “to have” in the past tense with past participle of principal verb):  “My friend had seen me 



before the game started.  “I had already decided to talk with him before I left the house.”  




Sometimes put in the simple past tense:  “My friend saw me before the game started.”  But, note 



that “I decided to talk with him before I left the house” would be a change of meaning.)
6.  Future perfect- action to be completed before some indicated time in the future (formed by combining 



two auxiliaries (future auxiliary “shall” or “will” and auxiliary of “to have” in the present tense 



with past participle of principal verb):   “He will have seen me again before my departure 



tomorrow.”  (Commonly put in the simple future tense:  “He will see me again before my 



departure tomorrow.”)  The future perfect tense is seldom used.
FOUNDATION OF THE SIX TENSES:
These six tenses are built on three verb forms called PRINCIPAL PARTS:
1. the present  stem (infinitive):  
see, use

2. the  past  tense:

saw, used

3. the past participle:

seen, used                                                                       
FORMATION OF REGULAR AND IRREGULAR VERB FORMS:
Most English verbs like “use” are REGULAR;  that is, they form both the past tense  (used ) and the past  participle (used)  by adding  -d  or  -ed   to the present stem (use).  Other verbs, like “see,” are IRREGULAR because they change the present stem (see) to form the past tense (saw) and the past participle (seen).
CONJUGATION:

Process of joining together in a given tense, the same form of a verb to each one of its corresponding pronouns listed in chronological order.  There are three essential components to conjugation:  verb, tense, & subject pronouns in chronological order.
Subject Pronouns & Example of Conjugation of Regular Verb “To Listen” in 3 Tenses:  Present, Past & Future

       Subject pronouns
             Present Tense (to listen)
          Past Tense (to listen)
         Future Tense (to listen)
                   (In chronological order)

(Present stem)
 (Past tense of reg. verb + “-ed”)
   (Auxiliary shall/will + present stem)


1st person singular   
I 

1   I listen


1   I listened

1   I shall listen

2nd person singular  
You

2   You listen

2   You listened

2   You will listen

 
3rd person singular     
He

3   He listens

3   He listened

3   He will listen



She

3   She listens

3   She listened

3   She will listen



It

3   It listens

3   It listened

3   It will listen



One

3   One listens

3   One listened

3   One will listen

1st person plural   
We

1   We listen

1   We listened

1   We shall listen

2nd person plural
You 

2   You listen

2   You listened

2   You will listen

3rd person plural
They

3   They listen

3   They listened

3   They will listen
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