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Teacher: 
Mrs. Cassandra Stines



cstines@gcsd.k12.sc.us 



843-237-9899 ext. 2216

Course Description:  

The purpose of Chemistry is to allow students to discover and work with the relationships that are fundamental to chemical reactions and the structure of matter. Chemistry will provide students the tools needed to function as chemically literate citizens and to be prepared for the challenge of the more rigorous chemical principles of higher education. Classroom activities, lecture, and discussion, as well as investigative, hands-on lab activities are designed to address the district and state science standards and are an integral part of this course.

Chemistry is a challenging course that demands your student take an attitude of commitment and responsibility. I will do my best to work with your child and with you for success in the classroom. Together, we will strive to prepare your child for his or her future in education and in life.

Textbook: 

Holt Modern Chemistry (2009) 

*The student is responsible for lost, stolen, or damaged textbooks. 

Standards:  

This course complies with the South Carolina State Standards.  These standards can be found at the South Carolina Department of Education website: http://ed.sc.gov/agency/se/Instructional-Practices-and-Evaluations/Science.cfm 

The final exam in this course is a District test and counts 20% of the final grade.  

Instructional Materials:

· Composition Book 
· Scientific Calculator 
· Pencils or pens 

All materials can be found at the dollar store for minimal expense

Learning Activities:

This class will include many types of learning activities such as independent research, lab activities, calculator-based lab activities, independent news gathering, pre and post diagnostic testing, class discussions, oral reports, group work, quizzes, examinations, lectures, note taking, reading assignments, and others as deemed appropriate during the course of the semester.
Grading Procedures:

Grades will follow the GCSD wide science grading policy. The school district has moved to an online computer application for grading and grade keeping. If you would like to view your student’s grades online, you must first fill out permission forms from the front office.

As soon as grading is completed for an assignment, I will do my best to upload grades to the program for review online.  Grading is on a point base scale.  There are 4 quarters throughout the year with each quarter counting as 20% of the final grade.
Major Tests = 30%



Labs/Projects = 30%



Classwork/Homework = 25%


Quizzes = 15%

District Exam = 20% of final grade

A = 100 – 90
B = 89-80
C = 79-70
D = 69-60 

F = 59 and below

Test Exemption: Students who obtain an A for ALL FOUR quarters and have fewer than 10 unexcused absences for the year may qualify for exemption from the final exam! 
Make-up Policy:

It is the student's responsibility to make up work when they are absent! Assignments are collected each day an absence occurs.  Their agenda is the best tool to keep track of missed assignments. Students with excused absences will receive three days to make up their missed work without penalization.  A yellow slip stating that the absence is excused must be seen upon return for work extension.

Extra help/Tutoring:

Students may attend extra help sessions Monday after school until 4:00pm.  These sessions are for students struggling with concepts that we are currently studying.  

These sessions are also for those who need to retake a test.  Students retaking tests can better their score up to an 85%. Retake tests are typically harder than the original so it is imperative that students prepare for the first exam and do their best work.   Students are asked to come in quietly and begin when they are given their test to make up.  

Classroom Rules:

Inappropriate, disrespectful, or disruptive behavior will not be tolerated and dealt with immediately.  Misbehavior will be dealt with on an individual basis according to severity of act but will generally be handled as follows:

· 1st offense – Verbal warning

· 2nd offense – Parent Contact

· 3rd offense – Administrative referral

Referral is automatic for severe disruptions (refusal to follow teacher’s instructions, fighting, vandalism, weapons, and disrespectful behavior that interrupts class functioning and student learning).

Communication:

Please feel free to contact me via email or phone.   
Mrs. Stines Policies and Procedures

	Being on time
	This means being in your assigned seat by the time the bell rings. Talking, standing by your desk, having a knee in your seat, turning around in your seat, borrowing paper, etc., should not keep you from being in your seat on time.



	Homework
	Students should expect homework at least once a week. I try not to give homework over the weekends. Make sure you have your homework out on your desk by the time the bell rings. 



	Materials
	All materials should be on your desk before the bell rings. Pens/pencils and journals should be ready at the start of class. 



	Sleeping/Failure to participate
	If you are not participating that means you’re missing all the good stuff! Anything missed due to a lack of participation will result in a zero for the day. At the beginning of the semester you are given a personal day, if you feel the need to use it you may do so. The passes are not usable on assessments or labs. These passes may be turned in at the end of the semester for extra credit points.



	Cheating
	I have zero tolerance for cheating and will result in a ZERO. Even “rearranging a few words” won’t work. You will receive a ZERO if it looks like copies. That is cheating. This includes group work, I expect you to think for yourself and write in your own words even if you’re working in groups. There are NO exceptions both students will be held responsible for cheating.



	Getting Mrs. Stines attention
	Quietly raising your hand is the BEST way to get my attention. Attempts to get my attention that involve loud and disruptive behavior will be ignored and have possible consequences.



	Stealing

	Stealing is not tolerated and is punishable by parental contact and a referral. This is not a joke, do not take or touch anything that is not yours without permission.



	Airborne objects
	Do NOT throw objects in my class unless you would like to spend extra time with school administrators.


	Dismissal
	Students should be in their seats at the end of class. If all students are not seated, I will wait until every student sits down before releasing the class. Leaving class without permission will lead to severe consequences. Please clean around your desk and leave your area cleaner than you found it. 


	Substitute Teachers
	Unfortunately, I might not be able to be with you everyday.  On these days I expect you to treat the guest teacher with the utmost respect. I expect when I get back I will hear nothing but wonderful things about all my students. If this occurs you have the possibility to be rewarded when I return with passes or extra credit. Students who choose to be disrespectful or disruptive will be dealt with upon my return and a call home can be expected. 


	Food and drinks
	Since this is a science classroom, food and drink are NOT allowed. Gum may be chewed in class but I don’t want to hear or see it. If I catch students placing gum under the desks, the privilege will be taken away. Gum will not be allowed on lab days. 


	Student station
	I have created a student section with supplies for you to use. I expect you to take care of my belonging and put them back in the correct containers when you are finished using them in the same condition you found them in. If the supplies are not taken care of they will be taken away for the rest of the year. These supplies are a privilege not a right. 



	Bathroom/Other errands
	You have been given 6 bathroom passes for this semester. If these passes are not used they can be turned in for extra credit on a test or quiz. I suggest you take care of business before my class. I will not replace lost/stolen passes.


	Disrespect
	Disrespectful behavior will NEVER be tolerated. Be careful about your attitude, tone, gestures, and actions. Being angry is OK but being disrespectful is not. Please talk to me if there is a problem and we will try and resolve the problem. If you disrespect anyone or anything in my classroom you will be dealt with accordingly.  



	Missing or late work
	You are responsible for all assigned work. If you are absent you are responsible for making up your work in 3 days from the day you return. There will be a 10% percent deduction for each day the assignment is turned in late. Papers will not be accepted after TWO WEEKS.


	Journals
	Students are required to keep a composition book with their notes and other important materials. Journals will be collect prior to a unit test and will be graded based on completion. 



	Phones
	Phones will be collected at the beginning of each class. If a student does not turn in their phone and is caught using it without permission, the phone will be confiscated, the student’s parents will be notified, and the cell phone will be held until the end of the day. I am not responsible for lost or stolen phones so if the students do not want their phones collected they may leave them in their locker.



	Language
	Be careful of the language used in class. If a student is using language inappropriate for class they will be offered a warning but if the language continues you will be dealt with accordingly.  

	
	


I’m looking forward to a great year!
PLEASE SIGN AND RETURN THIS PAGE TO 

MRS. STINES IN ROOM 216!!!

I have read and reviewed the course syllabus, policies, and procedures with my child.  I understand and accept the information provided on this syllabus.

	Student Signature


	
	Parent/Guardian Signature



	Students Name (Printed)


	
	Parent/Guardian Name (Printed)



	Date
	
	Parent/Guardian Email



	
	
	Parent/Guardian Phone Number




