US History and the Constitution HONORS Syllabus ~J.L. Humowitz~2017-2018
I. Materials…Students are required to bring their assigned textbook with them to class each day.  This book will be assigned within the first week of the school year. There is an ONLINE book available.  Students will receive information about this book also within the first week of school.  Students are asked to purchase a three-ring binder of at least 2 inches, dividers (sections should be labeled for each STANDARD (1 through 8), projects, current events, review materials/class information), loose leaf paper, pencils, blue or black ink pens, and, on occasion, poster board and markers.  The last two items will be needed for projects later in the semester.  A “flash drive” would also be helpful for saving documents and project, but is in no way required.  Post-it notes might also be helpful for making notations in your text.  Notebooks will not be collected for a grade; however, your notebook is your resource and can be used as an interactive notebook IF you put the time in to organize as I advise.  It is STRONGLY advised that you maintain a well-organized notebook—there may be open notebook assignments or an opportunity to turn in your notebook as a replacement grade for an assignment that you may struggle with.  Students will also need ready access at home to a computer with internet service in order to access worksheets and assignments.  PLEASE COME TO CLASS PREPARED EACH DAY!!!
II. Course Description…This course is a survey of United States History and the Constitution.  A basic review of some materials from discovery through Reconstruction will occur in the first half of the course.  This information was taught in the eighth grade.  We will do an in-depth study of the Constitution in order for all students to master knowledge of this working document. From Reconstruction through present-day history, we will highlight some of the highs, and lows, of our history.  This course is a SURVEY…meaning we will not be able to go in-depth with every chapter.  We will, however, do several projects that will expand our understanding of history.  For a more “detailed” description, please refer to our course catalog or the SC Department of Education site for US History Standards.

III. Expectations…The following section contains what we as a class will be expected to accomplish by the end of the semester:

A. To understand the “big picture” of United States History and develop a chronological sequence of historical events;

B. To create connections between historical events and the world today;

C. To be able to label a map of the United States at various points in history as well as the states and capitals;

D. To be able to identify the presidents of the United States by party, accomplishments, impact, etc.;

E. To be able to classify points in history in order and in relation to other events;

F. To understand current situations of the world as well as the role of the US in the world today; 

G. To fully master the standards, indicators, and objectives set forth by our county and our state; 
H. To be on time to class and prepared with assignments complete on time;

I. To abide by the rules of conduct set forth by our school board, our school, and Mrs. Humowitz;

J. To successfully complete projects and papers which the teacher will choose;

K. To abide by the district absence policy—please see your student handbook for more information;

L. To work cooperatively, positively, and actively in the classroom while being familiar with classroom routines. 

IV. Methods…In order to reach the above expectations, we will use several different methods.  Among these methods will be class activities, group work, homework, movies/educational programming, projects, textbook reading, class notes, discussions, current events, outside research, quizzes, and tests.  In addition, upon occasion, the class may take part in writing exercises which may be impromptu or announced.  This will occur in class, usually, and the teacher will, in most cases, give the topic to the students—other times, students may be using primary sources to develop a response.  Projects will be assigned to further students’ understanding of a topic, to review a topic, or to touch on a topic that we may not have time to cover in-depth in class.  Since this is an HONORS class, there will be projects that the students will work on each nine weeks that will enhance their understanding of history and challenge them in terms of their research and analytical skills.  We will test and have projects due on TUESDAYS and THURSDAYS.  Quizzes and some minor assignments will be due on days other than Tuesdays and Thursday, but we will try to make that “few and far between”.
V. Grading system….Each student will earn a daily grade.  This grade will reflect the student’s participation is class via their group work &/or classwork, readiness to learn, materials, class work, and homework.  Class work and homework assignments will also be awarded grades based on this symbol system.  The grade will be either a numerical grade or in symbol form as illustrated and described below…

+ = 100-90
All work is completed, time is used to the fullest, student is prepared for class, student is an active, positive participant in class
   =  89-80
Notes are taken, most of work is complete, student participates in class, student is prepared for class

-  =  79-70
Student is a reluctant participant in class, most of work is complete or missing a bit more that could demonstrate understanding, student is unprepared for class
-     =  69-60
Student is missing homework or is not participating in class, minimal work is complete

0    =  59-0
No work is completed for the day, student is not participating in class, sent from classroom, did not make-up missed work

In addition to the daily grade, there will be other grades for homework, quizzes, test, and projects.  These will be numerical grade based on the grading scale used by the school district.  ALL assignments-including homework-are to be completed when assigned.  Students will not be given an opportunity to make-up homework unless they were absent.  Students have THREE days to make up an assignment from the day they are last absent.  Tests, when missed, should be taken THE DAY the student RETURNS to school and should be done after school.  As a policy, the teacher may allow students various opportunities/methods of making up their work; however, the student must accept responsibility for their work and give their best attempt on each assignment.  During the averaging process to compute a grade for the student, their work will be weighted as follows…

· Major Assessments such as tests, major projects, and research papers will count 45%

· Minor Assessments such as in-class essays, mini-projects, group assignments on the standards, primary source work and book reviews will count 20%

· Classwork/quizzes will count 25%

· Homework (for completion) will count 10%

Each Honors level history class in the district will be using this scale to promote more constancy in the district.

**Final exam will count as 20% of the total grade, unless board policy or state policy changes (this also means that all students will take the exam-no exemptions).  The final exam is a State End of Course Examination; therefore, there can be no curve applied nor can students “take this exam early”.  All students across Georgetown County and the state will take the same exam. 
VI. Second Chance Policy…Students may be given an opportunity to “make-up” or improve their scores on TESTS ONLY as part of the second chance policy.  This does NOT mean a retest…students who score below an 85 may be offered the opportunity to correct missed questions on a test in order to earn half of the missed points back on their test grade as long as students have not been absent for 30% or more of the unit.  Students can improve their test grade to a maximum score of 85; however, students may be LIMITED on the number of times this option will be allowed.  Since the final exam has NO OPPORUNITY for a retake/second chance, students are encouraged to do their best in their first opportunity throughout the year.  Students have ONE WEEK to take advantage of any second chance opportunity.  Students will NOT be allowed to come at the end of the quarter to make corrections unless a test falls within that week. Students are also reminded that once the grading period is over, we will not “go back” to make corrections.  Students will be given the opportunity to make corrections either during class time, before school, or after school on a date chosen by the teacher.  “Bonus Assignments” may be offered at the teacher’s discretion during the duration of the course.
VII. Discipline…Waccamaw High School has a clear discipline policy, as does our school district.  The school/district code of conduct, with a list of consequences, can be found in your student handbook.  Please be familiar with them.  Classroom rules are posted within the classroom.  These standards should be demonstrated in the classroom.  However, there are some specific behavior expectations that will be set forth for this classroom.

1. Materials are to be brought to class each and every day.  Failure to do so will reflect in your grade.

2. Promptness to class is expected of everyone.  Tardiness will be reported and dealt with in compliance with our school’s tardy policy.(see student handbook/policy)
3. Dress Code…Students are to be dressed in a manner that does not disrupt the learning environment of the classroom.  This is somewhat at the teacher’s discretion; however, a basic rule for me is that that your pants are worn at the waist and shorts are not “too short: and shirts should provide appropriate coverage and not have distracting/inappropriate visuals or words.

4. Follow the “Ways of the WARRIORS”

--Work hard

--Attempt everything

--Respect others and yourself

--Responsibility for yourself and your work

--Integrity

--Own up to your actions (good or bad)

--Recognize proper/improper behavior

--Strive to be your best, always

If the above expectations are strived for and met, students should not have problems in class.  In the event that a student is a discipline problem or if a student is not completing assignments, the teacher will us the following plan of action…

1. Verbal warning

2. Teacher/student conference

3. Classroom isolation

4. Parent contact (this can be done at any point)

5. Referring the problem through the appropriate channels

Also, punishments for various behaviors addressed by administration are listed in district policy.  Our class will also develop a social contract for our day to day interactions within the classroom.
VIII. Parent/Teacher/Student Communication…I invite any comments, suggestions, and discussion from students and parents.  I will strive to keep in contact with parents and students in terms of achievements or shortcomings.  I will give students feedback on grades very regularly; however, please feel free to contact me if you have any concerns.  Report cards are issued every nine weeks. Communication may be done by note or by phone.  Please feel free to contact me at the school at 237-9899 from 7:45 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. or by e-mail at jhumowitz@gcsd.k12.sc.us or pghjlh4@yahoo.com.  I am available during one of my planning periods from about 8:15 AM to 8:53 AM or 10:00 AM to 10:45 AM.
IX. Course Schedule…The following is an expected listing of our course outline.  If, for some reason (teacher illness or natural disaster), class can not be held in the proper format, revision in the dates of this schedule may need to be made. A weekly schedule will be provided to keep students aware of expectations as well as any changes in this plan to cover the content.  This is a survey course, so all portions of chapters will not be covered.  Our focus will be on the state standards.  Please refer to the pacing guide for information about the coverage of standards.  This outline may change as needed due to changes in curriculum, natural disaster, or student needs.

      
 First Nine Weeks




        Second Nine Weeks
Chapter 1 through 9:  Discovery, Colonial Life, American

Chapter 10 through 16:  Sectional conflicts, Civil 
Revolution, Creation of the Constitution, Development of

War, Reconstruction, Growth of the railroad, 
Political Parties, Jacksonian Democracy, Manifest Destiny

Industrialization, Urbanization, Gilded Age/Populism
                               Standards 1 and 2




        Standard 3 and 4


Third Nine Weeks




      Fourth Nine Weeks
Chapter 17 through 27:  Imperialism, Progressivism, World War I,
Chapter 28 through 33:  Vietnam, JFK, LBJ, Nixon, 
Jazz Age, Great Depression, New Deal, World War II, Origins
the          Watergate, 1980s, End of the Cold War, 1990s, Dot- 

of the Cold War, Rise of Affluence, Civil Rights


 Coms, Clinton, Rise of global terrorism, Middle East 


Standards 5 and 6


               relations/concerns








                                 Standard 7 and 8
Please keep in mind that attendance for this class is very important. Missing a day is missing a considerable amount of work.  Be familiar with the attendance requirements to assure credit in the class. This course is required for graduation.
X. Cell Phone/Electronics Policy…US History is a graduation requirement with a State End of Course exam.  Students need to give the class their full attention.  Therefore, due to the capabilities of cell phones and the distraction that they create, cell phones are not to be used in the classroom.  In an attempt to limit distractions and interruptions to instruction, students’ cell phones will be collected at the beginning of class and will be stored in a secure area within the classroom for the duration of the instructional period. Any phone that is not turned in and is seen or heard during the class period will be confiscated and turned into administration. There will be no exceptions and no second chances.  Any refusal to comply will be referred to an administrator. Depending on the number of offense, the student may be able to get the phone back that day, or a parent may need pick up the device.  Please make yourself aware of the school policy on the return of devices.  This policy applies is ALL electronic communication devices unless otherwise arranged via a special need.
XI.  Classroom routines… The following information pertains to the daily routine of the class.  Students should be familiar with these routines.  

· Leaving the classroom-Students must have their ID displayed in order to leave class.  Restroom visits should be made between classes, if possible. 
· Food and Drink-Food and drink are NOT permitted in my classroom.  If you have a medical condition that requires food/drink, please let me know. 

· Tardiness- Please be prompt to class.  I will follow the tardy policy of the school.  

· Participation in class-Students are encouraged to actively participate in the class.  However, student should raise hands and wait to be recognized by the teacher.  During instruction, students are expected to be actively engaged in instruction and discussion.
· Missed Work-It is the responsibility of the student to check about missed assignments with the teacher upon return.  Students have THREE days to make up missed work. The website is also updated regularly with information about assignments and could be a great resource if you are absent.
