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This handbook is a resource for information on the policies, activities and phases of the Bands of Waccamaw.  It is provided to band members, parents, and other interested persons to provide basic information about the program.  Any questions not answered in this handbook should be addressed to the Band directors.  

All Band members and parents need to read the handbook carefully, complete and sign the acknowledgement form, and return the form to the Band office.

School rules and policies are in force at all times that a student is directly or indirectly involved in an activity sponsored by or in the name of the Bands of Waccamaw.  School policy has priority over Band policy in the event of a policy conflict.

The Band director has the authority to suspend or amend any band policy at any time it is deemed necessary in the best interests of the overall Band Program
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Letter from the Band Director

To: 

Parents and Students

From:
Chris Graham and Nancy Randall, Band Director

Welcome to the Bands of Waccamaw. As members of this fine organization, we share many aspirations, activities, and responsibilities. It is essential to any band’s success that expectations are matched with the program’s privileges, rewards, and requirements.  This handbook is designed to describe the band program, its rules, procedures, competitions, and performance expectations.

You, the student, have the primary responsibility to develop your abilities. The benefits of a good playing instrument, eager class participation, regular practice and private instruction can never be underestimated.  What you put into this program is what you get out of it. The Director is always available to assist, guide and encourage you.

Our school system provides us with the resources for rehearsals, performances, and equipment.  The Band Booster organization in turn provides a support network.  We, as the Bands of Waccamaw, have a responsibility to respond with the best possible musical product and reputation for our community.

We must always do what is the best for the welfare of the group.  There can be no selfish acts solely for the benefit of the individual.  Respect each other.  If there are conflicts, find a way to resolve them.  Never insult another band member’s integrity.  An insult to one member is a reflection on all members. 

Uniforms, instruments, music, transportation, and maintenance are all a part of our expenses.  Each band member is charged with the responsibility of raising funds to help meet these expenses, maintaining the equipment of the Bands of Waccamaw, funding trips, and working towards the purchase of necessary resources not supplied by the district. 

Parent involvement is critical to our ultimate success.  We must work together to encourage and support the band members to stretch their talents and achieve exceptional performance.  The band experience builds character, lasting friendships, and personal commitment to achieve.  We look forward to working with the parents and children in the Bands of Waccamaw.

Why Music?

· Music Is A Science. It is exact, and it demands exact acoustics. A conductor’s

full score is a chart, a graph which indicates frequencies, intensities, volume

changes, melody and harmony all at once and with exact control of time.

· Music Is Mathematics. It is rhythmically based on the subdivision of time into

fractions which must be done instantaneously, not worked out on paper. 

· Music Is History. Music usually reflects the environment and times of its

creation, often even the country and / or racial feeling.

· Music Is Physical Education. It requires fantastic coordination of fingers, hands,

arms, lip, cheek, and facial muscles in addition to extraordinary control of the

diaphragmatic, back, stomach, and chest muscles, which respond instantly to the

sound the ear hears and the mind interprets.

· Music Develops Insight and Demands Research.

· Music is all these things, but most of all, Music Is Art. It allows the human being

to take all these dry, technically boring (but difficult) techniques and use them to

create emotion. That is one thing science cannot duplicate: humanism, feeling,

emotion, call it what you will.

That is why we teach music! Not because we expect you to major in music …........

But …........... so you will be human

so you will recognize beauty

so you will be closer to God

so you will have something to cling to

so you will have more love, more compassion, more gentleness, more

good;

In short, More Life!!
STUDENT HANDBOOK

2015-2016
A STATEMENT OF POLICY

In order to assist band members and parents in understanding areas of responsibility, a statement of band policy is herein set forth.   Becoming familiar with this policy will enable each individual to make the most of this great opportunity.  To be a member of the Band program, becoming a better person and a better musician.

We firmly believe that the student should improve through regular practice.  In the Waccamaw band program we feel that when the student has lost the will to improve him/herself or make a better contribution to the band, he is wasting the time and efforts of his/her fellow members and the community by continuing in this program. The HAPPIEST student is the one who is improving through regular habits of practice and daily progress. He/she must not only know right from wrong, but must be able to stand for principles. He/she must develop a high sense of purpose toward which he/she is willing to work. RESPONSIBILITY is the focus behind any level of achievement within this program. We intend to conduct ourselves in a manner that will facilitate all students in learning and bettering themselves.

Band Objectives

The Bands of Waccamaw form an integral part of school life and is recognized as an all-school activity.  It is one of the largest and most active student organizations and its members form an dynamic group.  The primary objectives of the Band Program are: 

Cultural 
To foster the continued development of music appreciation and understanding through the study and performance of the best in music.

Educational
To develop interested and discriminating listeners, provide a well-rounded musical education, and prepare students for musical activities beyond high school.

Service
To lend color and atmosphere to certain school and community affairs, while promoting and enhancing the dignity and reputation of the Bands of Waccamaw. 

Citizenship
To develop the ability to function as a responsible member of the group, to enhance the student’s ability to interact with others in a positive manner, and to develop the ability to function as a responsible member of the community.

Recreational
To provide all students with the opportunity for worthy use of leisure time, an emotional outlet, and good social experience.

Middle/High School Instructional Goals 

The Student should:

· Develop a proper concept of a characteristic tone on specific instrument (“characteristic” means that the instrument sounds like it is supposed to sound).  Purchase recordings of classical players of your instrument to help develop the proper sound.  See the director for suggested artists, recordings or concerts available for your instrument.
· Develop knowledge and understanding of meters signatures, rhythms and other musical notation necessary to perform appropriate grade level music.
· Develop a working knowledge of the key signatures, in addition to becoming able to sing, write and perform from memory the appropriate concert scales. (Percussionists will be expected to play scales while looking at a scale sheet as well as learning to play and memorize snare drum rudiments).
· Write and perform from memory a one- to two-octave chromatic scale.
· Develop and demonstrate fundamental knowledge of intonation (tuning).
· Develop and demonstrate individual as well as group performance skills
· Demonstrate a basic knowledge of the parts, mechanics, and care and cleaning of the instruments.
· Demonstrate a sense of personal discipline, pride, and group cooperation instilled by participation in the instrumental music program.

Band Curriculum in Brief

Middle School Curriculum

Course Description: 6th Grade, First Year Instrumental Music Class

Sixth grade beginner band is a 36-week course taught 5 days a week.  This class utilizes individual, small ensemble, and full band instruction as well as a music theory curriculum to focus on developing basic music reading skills.  

The major goal in the Beginning Band is to develop an appreciation and the desire for a lifetime of participation in musical activities.  The course is the first of seven levels in a musical curriculum designed for Bands of Waccamaw students from the 6th through 12th grades.  In-school classes are “only the tip of the iceberg” in terms of what is available for students within the band program.

Course Description: 7th and 8th Grade Band 

Seventh and Eighth grade band classes are 36 week courses.  These classes seek to combine individual, ensemble, and full band instruction, as well as music theory curriculum that focus on reading music skill necessary for these levels.  

Playing skills developed in previous class levels are reviewed and refined.  Students are expected to practice daily and are required to participate in the winter and spring band concerts.  These courses are the 2nd and 3rd of 7 levels in a musical curriculum designed for Bands of Waccamaw students from the 6th grade through to the 12th grade. The primary goal is to develop an appreciation of music and the desire for a lifetime of participation in musical activities.  Please keep in mind that these courses barely scratch the surface of the invaluable educational and social experiences available within the scope of the Bands of Waccamaw program.

High School Curriculum

High School Concert Band

The concert band is the primary performing organization in the instrumental music department during winter and spring. The concert band will be comprised of students with the performing ability necessary to play level IV/V music.

Marching Band

Membership in the marching band requires strenuous physical exercise and the ability to play difficult literature encountered in the activity.  Marching band is a co-curricular activity. Rehearsals for the marching band begin in late July and conclude at the end of October.  The marching band also does 2-3 parades per year for the community. The marching band performs in the fall.

Color Guard

Students who are interested in dance, choreography and movement may choose to audition for our marching Auxiliary unit. Auditions are held in May.

Percussion Ensemble 

All percussionists in the band program are required to participate in the Waccamaw High School percussion ensemble. Students learn basic fundamentals on all percussion instruments and will explore many styles and genres.  

Band Policies

Membership

The Band Program is open to all interested students who demonstrate the desire, ability and proper attitude. The band program is a seven-year program.  All students are expected to participate in both marching and concert bands.

The Band Director is in charge of the entire Band program.  This includes all aspects related to any groups involved with the Band program.  From time to time, additional staff members may be hired to work with specific groups, but they are under the direct supervision of the Band director. The drum major and officers assist the director. During marching season, the band captain is in charge of the marching band.  Students will be placed at the discretion of the director.  It should be understood that everyone would have an equal and fair opportunity for band participation.  However, from time to time, it may become necessary to exclude or dismiss those students who fail to meet the band’s standards.

Middle School Band

Any 6th grader wishing to participate in the Band program may do so. At the 5th grade level, students are tested to determine the instruments that will be best suited for them and their musical success. 

Middle School Honor Band

This is an auditioned ensemble.  Performances of this select group are centered on the recruitment tour to local elementary schools as well as Concert Festival held in late March. Auditions for this ensemble are the Eastern Region Band auditions held the first Saturday of January.  Scores at Eastern Region determine placement in the honor band.  Chairs are subject to change based upon Region Band auditions, challenges and/or the Band director’s discretion.

Concert Band – High School

Students who want to participate in concert band must be enrolled in the band class in order to participate. The season is the entire school year.  The bulk of performances will occur from December through May.  There will be periodic section rehearsals and after school rehearsals required as a portion of the grade, but most students will be involved only one afternoon per week. Scores at Eastern Region determine placement in the concert band.  Chairs are subject to change based upon Region Band auditions, challenges and/or the Band director’s discretion.

Marching Band – High School

Students in the  8th grade band level who are interested in marching can participate with the director’s recommendation. Students with conflicting schedules for other activities will have to choose one and commit to the schedule.  Guard and percussion members must audition for limited spaces in the marching band.

With any program, it is necessary to rely upon student leaders.  Officers for brass, woodwinds, guard and percussion are chosen for each instrument section.  Officers are chosen each spring based upon motivation, desire, the ability to communicate with others and musical ability. Officers are chosen to assist in the overall operation of the program.  

The Drum Major is the top commander of the marching band.  Candidates for drum major can audition in the spring for the following school year. 

Officers are accountable for the following leadership responsibilities:  call and execute sectional practices, model behavior and elevate overall performance, learn all of the parts for the section in order to mentor others, and assure that their sections are prepared and on time.  Officers also must account for attendance at all functions and pass attendance along to the director.

Color Guard Participation

The Color Guard is a performing unit of the Marching Band.  It is an extracurricular activity.  Providing the visual aspect of the marching band, this group performs using flags, props and dance to enhance the overall effectiveness of the marching show.  The Color Guard wears a different uniform, but members are regular members of the marching band.  All Band rules apply.  Color Guard selection is done in the spring. Tryouts take place each spring and are open to all students in grades 8 – 12.  If a student plays an instrument in band, he or she is encouraged to continue as a part of the regular school curriculum.

Attendance Policy

In order to perform in the most efficient manner, we must have every student at rehearsals and performances.  Excessive absences not only prevent your child from learning; it also holds back the entire organization.  Every member is critical to our maximum achievement.  With proper planning, conflicts can be avoided.  The following policies apply regarding attendance.

In order to obtain an excused absence, the following criteria must be met by student/parent:

· Director must be notified in advance (one week in a normal situation).

· Absence request form must be filled out and turned in.

· The director must approve request.

The mere filing of a request does not guarantee an excused absence.  A phone call must be followed up by the appropriate paper work.

All students will be allowed one (1) excused absence for family trips, college visits, or other reasons that might not normally meet the school criteria as an “excused” absence.  This must be cleared in advance, in writing, with the Band director.  Please plan carefully.

The only excusable absences are those recognized by the school system for normal attendance purposes (illness, death in immediate family, religious holiday). If a student is in school, he or she is expected to be at rehearsal that day.  All follow-ups are the responsibility of the student/parent.  

This system is subject to modification at the discretion of the band director.  Individual needs are addressed as they occur. 

PERFORMANCE


The student will receive a lowering of

NO SHOWS!!!!!!!
his/her band grade by three letter grades

Schedule Conflicts With Band
Conflicts between Band and other activities or events are the responsibility of the student.  Rehearsal and performance schedules are normally given out in advance.  Students should not become involved in activities that may directly conflict with band activities.  When outside activities create hardships concerning Band, the student needs to consult with the Director about alternatives that may be possible.

It is the policy of the Band to assist students when conflicts occur within the scope of the Band policy.  Students should not expect automatic excused absences for conflicts.  Students are reminded that Band is a very demanding activity and that involvement in outside activities should be limited to those that are compatible with the Band schedule.

All conflicts in regard to performances must be worked out in favor of the student’s responsibility to the Band.  Work is not an excuse for missing any band activity.

GRADING POLICY

Grades are assigned for the band class and performances, which are co-curricular.

Class participation:  20%. This includes after school rehearsals which are on the schedule. Students must have their instruments every day, a pencil at every rehearsal, and show maximum effort to earn the best grade.

Auditions and performances:  80% It is the students’ responsibility to turn in all assignments, prepare for auditions, and make all scheduled events.  



DUTIES OF THE BAND MEMBER

· Be on time to all rehearsals and performances. EARLY IS ON TIME – ON TIME IS LATE.

· Upon entering the rehearsal setting, acquire your instrument and go directly to your seat.

· When the director or staff member steps on the podium or asks for your attention, all talking

  should cease.

· Come to rehearsal with a GOOD ATTITUDE.

· There is no excess playing (i.e. horsing around on the instrument); Only good warm-up material.

· Make a real effort to improve on a daily basis and establish a good practice routine.

· At the end of rehearsal, put all materials in their proper place.

· Maintain a strong academic standing in all course work.

· Become responsible for and assume responsibility for your own actions. Admit when you are wrong.

· Have a proper respect for yourself and those in authority.

· Read and play music with insight – have musical expectations.

The Importance of Attitude
The greatest single factor that will determine the success of any individual or organization is attitude.  It takes intense dedication to reach goals.  The “right attitude” must be present, along with sincerity, concentration and dedication.  Such an attitude makes an artistic performance inevitable and makes the difference between a winning organization and a mediocre group. Members of the Band are a favored few.  The Band can do much for you.  Make the most of it in every rehearsal and practice.

The Importance of Discipline

Because of the nature of the organization, band discipline must be strict.  Band students and parents must be willing to accept the ideals, principles and rules of the organization.

Because Band members are constantly on display, each member must always be aware of the importance of good behavior.  Misconduct casts a direct reflection on the band and school and may well undo the good work of many loyal students.

Any student who casts discredit on the Band by his/her conduct or actions either at school or on a school trip will be subject to dismissal from the band (in addition to other disciplinary action by the school).

Students who are repeatedly disciplined by school authorities for violation of school policies are a liability to the program and will be subject to dismissal.

We support the parent who does not allow the student to come to band practice in order to do better on schoolwork or to punish the student for misconduct at home.  Parents may make the choice to remove the student from band for at least the remainder of the term. As a result of disciplinary or academic issues, the Band director may also decide to remove the student from band.

PARENTS’ RESPONSIBILITY TO THE BAND

It is the responsibility of every parent and guardian to see that the policies outlined in the HANDBOOK are followed and that the forms in the back are signed and returned. This states that you UNDERSTAND the policies as set within, and that any questions are to be directed to the band director by making an appointment. Each parent IS responsible for the attendance of their child at all band functions. It is the responsibility of each parent to see that their child practices his / her instrument daily. The hands of the director are tied without the help of parents.

Parent Involvement

We need you!  Even if your time is limited (whose isn’t?), there are numerous ways in which you can make the Bands of Waccamaw even better.  Your talents and abilities are needed in areas such as equipment, carpentry, ticket sales, fund raising, uniform fitting, typing, field maintenance, chaperoning, carpools, sewing flag and uniforms … and the list goes on. The more you get involved, the more you get to see the benefits that your child enjoys as a part of the Band.

· Show an interest in the music study of your child.

· Arrange a regular time for your student to practice. Find a quiet, comfortable place where he/she can practice without interruptions.

· Provide a safe place in which to keep the instrument.

· Keep the instrument in good repair with reeds, valve oil, cleaning kit, etc. in the case.

· Note your student’s care of school owned instruments. The cost of repairs is very high.

· Teach the importance of being on time for rehearsals and lessons.

· Make faithful attendance at all activities a priority.

· Encourage your student to play for others when opportunities arise, in the home, at school, church and in the community.

· Encourage private lessons with the best possible specialist in our area.  Remember that Region/All-State students can be recommended to give lessons to younger students, so your investment and encouragement early can help your child become financially self-sufficient later.

· Notify the director of any anticipated absence or late arrival for lessons, rehearsals etc. and explain why.

· See that he/she brings the instrument and necessary music to school when needed.

· See that all classroom studies are kept current and make-up work is completed promptly. 

· Visit lessons and rehearsals occasionally.

· Attend concerts and parents’ meetings whenever possible and encourage your child to listen to other bands.

· Help with parent activities, and participate in Booster Club activities.

Band Rules and Regulations

Students participating in a band class are expected to demonstrate an interest in learning.  Appropriate classroom behavior will guarantee each student the opportunity to make the most of the classroom experience. A quiet, attentive atmosphere will produce the greatest results.  

Adherence to school policies will allow the focus to be on the educational objectives, not on disciplinary procedures resulting from rules infractions. If there are questions or concerns regarding class management, they should be handled in a private conference with the director, preferably at the conclusion of the class period.

Band Rules

· Drinking alcoholic beverages and taking non-prescription drugs will not be tolerated and will cause immediate dismissal.

· Smoking, dipping, and chewing will not be tolerated.

· All students are expected to behave properly at all times.  You are representing Waccamaw Schools.  Anyone guilty of gross misbehavior will be dismissed.

· Absolutely no hazing or initiation of rookies in any form will be tolerated.

· All school rules will be strictly enforced.  The music department and the school authorities will deal with any infraction of these rules.

· Absences from regularly scheduled rehearsals will not be tolerated and may result in loss of your position.  Please refer to the attendance policy for details.

· Insubordination directed toward staff or parents will not be tolerated.

· All students are required to attend all band activities unless excused by the band staff.

· Students are required to remain with the band after games, concerts and competitions and will be dismissed as a group.

· Courtesy and honesty are expected at all times.

· Young adults do not damage property or equipment.  As band members, you reflect the values you learn as a band member as well as those you learn in the community. 

The reputation of the band program will be built on the quality of character and musicianship. We expect your best! Use your agenda book and calendar to maintain a constant awareness of band activities/dates.  Communication with parents, directors, teachers and sponsors of other activities as to your responsibilities and/or prior commitments that might affect or conflict with one another.

Classroom Procedures 

All students are expected to participate daily.  Please try to avoid long periods of time with an instrument non-playable or in the shop.  Class time needs to be productive.  Due to the number of students in each period and the fact that they have instruments in-hand, the noise level can get out of control.  Students should not play randomly when they enter class.  We will warm up as a group.  When the conductor stops during rehearsal, students should remain quiet in order to hear the instructions.  Productive use of rehearsal time means higher performance levels.

Students should take care of sheet music needs, instrument care and preparations, etc., before class.  Do not lose valuable time going to get valve oil or searching for another reed.  Percussionists should set up everything for the day’s rehearsal at the beginning of class.  They should not waste time searching for sticks, mallets, or accessory instruments during rehearsal.

All cases should be left in the students’ storage cabinet.  The band seating area should be free of clutter.

All students should have a three-ring binder to keep class materials organized.  In this notebook, students will keep written materials and assignments, copies of chamber music parts, theory materials, music history assignments and projects, and audition score sheets.  The notebook can also be used to keep copies of rehearsal schedules, varsity letter point totals, chair placement tryout materials, etc.  The notebook will be checked periodically throughout the semester.

Marching Band - Football Game Procedures

· All instruments and uniform parts should be CLEAN and in good condition.  Instruments should be cleaned regularly to remove the excess dirt that accumulates when playing outdoors.

· All members are expected to attend every function in which the band participates.  If you are unavailable to attend a performance, you must provide the director a written excuse in advance (a minimum of one week).  Personal illness, death in the family, weddings, and religious holidays are usually the only legitimate excuses for missing a performance.  

· No band member is permitted to leave the band in advance of group dismissal at any time, unless excused by the director one week prior to the performance.

· While seated in the stands, only band members are allowed in the ranks.  

· The band will always sit in sections.

· Attention should be given to the band director and drum major when they are standing in front of the band.

· We play only as a group in the stands. Solo performance is strictly prohibited.

· No inappropriate cheers.

· Organized cheers planned ahead of time or done with cheerleaders are permitted.

· Wind players should avoid jumping around in the stands and should remain seated whenever possible to avoid accidental damage to the instruments.

· In order to move from place to place in a rapid manner, we must be able to give instructions to a group in an organized manner.  Everyone will give full attention to the staff members, chaperones or to the drum major when instructions are being given.

· Students will ride buses back to Waccamaw High School following away games and will be released after the announcements in the band room.  

Performance Etiquette

· As a performer, always arrive on time for warm-up, with instrument, and all necessary items for performing (mouthpiece, reeds, etc.).

· The final preparations set the mental and emotional tone for the performance itself.  Strive to focus your attention on these, not on conversations with other band members.

· While en route to the stage area, imagine that you are already performing and act accordingly.  No audience deserves impolite performers approaching the stage.  A negative impression is immediately formed and is hard to overcome.

· Once on stage, be aware that you are being watched.  Look proud and glad to be there, and don’t try to hide behind stands or other ensemble members.  Keep your head up; don’t appear to avoid eye contact with the audience.  When not attending to the tasks of getting your stand, chair, and instrument ready, focus your attention on the podium so you don’t miss an instruction or cue to begin.

· While on stage be sure to do nothing that would be distracting to the audience such as watching or talking with someone in the ensemble.  If something out of the ordinary happens, focus your attention on a director rather than bringing the audience’s attention to the problem.  Remember, the audience will follow your eyes!

· Upon completion of your performance, follow previously given instructions, such as standing in unison with the ensemble to show courteous appreciation for applause and leaving the stage in the prescribed orderly manner.

· Be sure to attend final rehearsals.  This is when the most performance instructions are given and/or practiced.

· After your portion of the performance is over or anytime that you are in the audience, please remember to respond as you would like an audience to respond while you are performing.  Nothing is more disrespectful than some members of the same organization acting discourteously while other members are performing.  APPROPRIATE APPLAUSE is expected.

· Hats and other forms of dress that might be distracting to others should not be brought into a performance.

· Never move around in a performance arena while others are performing.

· Please remember to always be courteous to others!

BAND UNIFORM

The band will provide the following in regards to the uniform:

T-shirt (summer uniform)

Hat and plume

Trousers

Coat and accessories

The student will provide the following:

Black Shorts (as stipulated / DOCKERS / finger-tip length) and Black Belt
Plain white socks (summer uniform)

Low top tennis shoes (at least 50% white)

Black Drillmaster shoes (approximately $27) Included in Band Fee’s
WHITE socks (dress uniform)

BLACK gloves

Dress uniforms will be kept at school and issued prior to each event and returned after the

event. They will be cleaned by the booster club. THE UNIFORM IS TO BE WORN

PROPERLY AT ALL TIMES!

INSPECTION

Prior to a few performances of the WHS band, all band members will stand inspection.

Any member that does not pass the inspection will not participate in the given

performance. Band members will be checked for the following:

·  Cleaned, pressed uniforms

·  Correct hems on trousers

·  Cleaned, polished shoes

·  Hair correctly worn-all hair will be up off of the collar at all performances

·  Jewelry – only watches and own class ring

·  Clean, lubricated instruments

Do not get your ears pierced during marching band season!
Concert Band Uniforms

In order to ensure the best possible appearances during performances and judging at concert festivals, the following dress code has been adopted for all Band members:

Middle School

Black dress pants (no jeans: no “Dockers”, no stirrup pants)

Black long sleeve shirt
Black dress shoes: black flats for girls (no tennis shoes, no heels)

Black socks or black hose

Black belt

High School

Black formal attire

Black dress for women

Black bowtie and jacket for the men

Black socks with black shoes

Post Competition Attire

After competitions, students should wear black shorts or pants and a Bands of Waccamaw showshirt or polo shirt.  We are still school representatives and must present ourselves with decorum after our performance is over.

Bus Loading Procedures
· Hold everyone at front door (every time).

· Check names as students board the bus.

· Everyone not on the list goes last and must be added to the list (drum major checks bus to bus).

· Separation of girls and boys for night trips.

· No one enters through the emergency door of the bus.

· Instruments should go under seats when possible, in back two seats if too large to fit under the student’s seat.

· Chaperones must sit in the very back seats and in the front seats of the bus.

· No screaming or excessive noise.

· Report any incidents of swearing/profanity, arms and heads outside windows, uniform abuse, etc. to the band director immediately upon return to WHS.

· Student leaders and chaperones should check for lost items after everyone has left the bus.

· CD Players may be used, but only if the user wears headphones.

· Depending upon conditions, we will announce our procedures for stadium entry, case storage, etc. when we arrive at our destination.  Students should remain seated and be quiet until “all clear” to unload.

· Distribution of any needed written information, schedules, gate passes, etc. will be done by the adult chaperone posted at the front door or the bus.  The information should be given to all students as they exit the bus.

Chaperones 

Being a Band chaperone is a serious responsibility.  Chaperones are present to insure the safety of the children and to maintain the high behavioral standards of the Bands of Waccamaw.  Chaperones are to remain with students at all times; other duties, such as props, cannot overlap time required to chaperone.  Other children may not accompany the chaperone, since attention must be focused upon the band.  
On the bus: 

· Keep noise levels down.

· Keep students seated while the bus is moving.

· Food or drinks that will stain uniforms are not allowed.

· Sit in front seats and the last seats in the back of the bus.

· Maintain discipline and order, according to band rules. Assure quiet, respectful behavior.

· Assist in checking roll each time we board the bus.

Prior to competitions or performances:

· Assist with uniform checks in warm-up area, after students are in warm-up arcs.

· Make sure the band seating area is clear.

· Assist with plumes during warm-up prior to performance.

· Walk students back to buses

· Check seating areas and buses for lost items.

Prop Pops and Moms
· Coordinate with directors and instructors several days prior to the game or event regarding specific needs, warm-up areas, etc.

· Develop a checklist to be used when loading to guarantee no forgotten items.

· Have everything in close proximity to the field well before half time or performance time.

· Have a diagram and check list for placement of the “pit.”

· Assign two people per mallet instrument in the pit.

· For games, begin moving towards the sideline with 30 seconds left in the second quarter.

· Assign specific items to specific people.

School-Owned Property

Instruments
Students are expected to provide their own band instruments except for those playing low brass and low reed instruments (such as baritone, tuba, and f-horn) that are too expensive for many young players to own.  The school does supply these instruments to players with the agreement to the following terms:

· The student has completed the mouthpiece and physical coordination evaluation and exhibited the aptitude to play the instrument

· The students and parent(s) sign a form of responsibility for the proper care of the instrument during the school year.

Each student who uses a school-owned instrument is completely responsible for the care of that instrument or piece of equipment.  Lost or damaged items will be replaced or repaired at the student’s expense.  

Before school-owned instruments are checked out, a checkout form must be filled out and filed with the Director.   At the Director’s request, students must return any checked out item. There is a $30 charge for use of school-owned instruments.  The charge must be paid at the time the instrument is issued and covers instrument maintenance.

Music
Each student must maintain music in good condition (clean and untorn).  Music that is lost or returned in poor condition will be replaced at the student’s expense.  See the band librarian for any problems concerning music. Items lost or damaged due to student neglect will be replaced at the student’s expense.

Student Valuables
Students are not to bring large amounts of money, radios, tape players, cameras, etc. to band.  If you wear glasses, watches, or other jewelry, you must keep track of it at all times.  The Band is not responsible for students’ personal property.  Students should not leave personal items, other than instruments, in the band room. 

All instruments are to be properly locked up in the instrument room when not in use.  It is not wise to leave instruments in the band room for long periods of time.

Special Events

From time to time, special events may arise in addition to school ball games, contests, parades, concerts, and other such appearances.  Participation in special events not previously scheduled will be at the discretion of the Band Director and school officials, who will confer with the Band regarding the feasibility of the events.  The Band is not able to accept all invitations for obvious reasons and is not able to do instant performances.  It is the policy of the Band to cooperate as much as possible with special requests for performances.

Varsity Letter Requirements

The Varsity Letter is an honor that recognizes achievement above and beyond the normal scope of participation.  

In order to earn a Varsity Letter, band students must participate in all scheduled rehearsals and performances of Marching Band and one of our Concert/Honor Bands (excluding trips or functions that are deemed “voluntary”).  The varsity letter point form is available at the high school band office. 

MERIT SYSTEM




After School Practice (personal or scheduled)

2 Points

Private Lessons





2 Points




Eastern District Band Audition



2 Points





Eastern District Band Member



3 Points





Region Band Audition




3 Points




All-State Band Audition




4 Points




Region Band Member




4 Points





All State Band Member




5 Points




Solo and Ensemble




2 Points







Outside Clinics





2 Points 




Youth Orchestra





2 Points

All County Band





2 Points

Percussion Ensemble




2 points

Demerits

Excessive Talking




10 Points




Unexcused Missed Rehearsal



20 points




Tardiness





2 points per 10 minutes




Missing Materials / No Instrument



10 points




Missed Performance




40 points

· The top 12 individuals first semester will go out for pizza, and if you make both semesters we will take you out for a nice sit down meal.

Make-up for Unexcused Absences

Unexcused absences will be made up by doing half of the scheduled time of the missed rehearsal.  Time will be made up with private practice scheduled with the director or band section leader.

Tardies to Marching Band

Students will serve a 45-minute detention for tardies to marching band.

THE DIRECTOR IS RESPONSIBLE FOR THE INTERPRETATION AND ENFORCEMENT OF THE MERIT AND DEMERIT SYSTEM AND MAY HOLD A STUDENT OUT OF A PERFORMANCE.

Use of Band Facilities

The use of band facilities before, after and during school is a privilege.  Students who abuse the facilities and contents will be disciplined accordingly.  Any abuse or damage will be considered vandalism.  The following rules are in effect:

· No outside students are permitted inside the facility except for business with the director. 

· No playing around or horseplay.

· Do not bring any food or drink into the facility.

· All equipment, including instruments, auxiliary items, percussion items, etc. is off limits without permission from the Director.

· No littering or rearranging furniture.

· No storing personal items such as books, clothing, lunches, etc.  The Band facility is not a locker.  The Band will not be responsible for such items.

Practice Room.  The Practice Room is to be used for practice or private study only. Keep the room neat with all chairs, stands, etc. returned to their proper places.  The practice room may be used only with the Director’s permission.

Instrument Room.  Students may not loiter.  Instruments will be taken out promptly and returned promptly after use.  

Library.  The library is private and is to be used only by the band librarian.  Materials may be checked out only through the band librarian.

Band Office.  This area is private and is not to be entered by any student unless the Director is present.  

Uniform Room.  The uniform rooms are private areas and are to be used by uniform staff only.  This area is to be kept clean and neat at all times.

Telephone.  The telephone is for Band business.  Permission from the director is required to use the phone. 

Practice

As with any activity, the individual gets back in direct proportion to what he/she puts in. Individual practice is necessary and should be viewed and encouraged with the same enthusiasm as is homework in other subjects.  There are many values in the study of music as a discipline that transfers to other areas of learning.  Some of our parents have “music rooms” at home to encourage practice.  In order for a student to realize his/her potential and move to the top of our Band, private instruction is becoming necessary.  Please help your student understand the importance of organized practice time.

Our progress as a group will only be as rapid as the student’s progress as an individual.  The better you play, the better WE play.  The practice routine may seem boring and it is very hard to make yourself play every day, but the benefits will be very apparent when we get back together.

Suggested plan of study:

· Pick a time each day (or every other day)

· Have a set place to practice

· Spend a few minutes on TONE

· Play scales at every practice session

· Work on technique (tonguing, slurs, intervals, etc.)

· Practice sight-reading (etudes, scale studies, etc.)

· Remember to work on musicianship (try to be aware of the details)

· Work to increase your dynamic range (practice soft passages)

· Work to increase your endurance (30 – 45 minutes continuously).

· Work to increase your range (scales to your top note, then hold the note 8 – 16 counts.  When that note becomes easy and sounds good, add a half step to the top.  Be patient … this takes time.  You may increase one note in two weeks or you may increase several notes over the summer).

Private Lessons

Private lessons give the music student a chance to progress at an accelerated rate towards the mastery of his/her instrument.  The private instructor is able to work with the student of an individual level, gearing the lessons to fit the specific needs of the performer.  The student is able to hear the improvement in playing almost immediately, unlike the full band setting where players can “hide” or cover their areas of inexperience by allowing stronger players to carry the weight of the section.

The Band Program can benefit greatly from private instruction. All students are encouraged to study privately.  Past experience shows that these students achieve a greater level of musicianship and are, in most cases, accepted to more honor organizations as a result of the assistance of a “specialist.”

The cost per lesson and location varies with the instructor. Some teach at home, others at area music stores or colleges.  It is well worth the time and effort to schedule lessons if the student can achieve higher ranking in his/her musical ensembles.  Letter points are available for those who continue private study.  Each student  --through better playing, more exposure to music, and increased satisfaction -- realizes the overall reward.

A list of private instructors will be provided through the Band Office as teachers’ schedules become available.

Band Boosters

The Bands of Waccamaw are made up of some of the finest students.  Therefore, we are always looking for avenues to encourage, challenge, and reward our members.  With the help of our parent booster organization, we can offer the band members exciting opportunities to embellish their academic, social, and musical training.  This requires an addition source of revenue, which is generated through a series of fund-raising programs.

The Band Booster Organization is comprised of band member parents from both Waccamaw Middle School and Waccamaw High School. Our parent organization is vital to the operation of the Band program.   Please see the director for a copy of the Bands of Waccamaw By-Laws.

Everyone is welcome, so come out and participate whenever possible.  The best way to avoid confusion and/or miscommunication is to be at the meetings, hear the facts, and ask questions about the program.

The Booster officers do a wonderful job and the meetings seldom last more than one hour.  Remember, your concerns can’t be addressed and your input won’t be heard if you aren’t present.  Together, we can make this program superior.

Travel

Future travel plans for the Band include parades, music conventions, and other related events.  Remember, however, that trips must have some educational value and should not be considered as the main objective of our Band program.  It is difficult to justify a trip that will cost each band member several hundred dollars if there is not sound musical basis for going.  First priority goes to providing for the instructional needs of our program.

Information and Resources

All-State, Regional Band, and Eastern District Band

Each year the SCBDA sponsors the Region and All-State Band Clinics made up of three bands:

Senior Band – grades 11 & 12

Clinic Band – grades 10 & 11

Junior Band – grades 6 – 8

Membership in these bands can be of great value when applying for college scholarships, as well as summer music camps. The objectives of these bands are: 
· To recognize outstanding achievements among the band members of South Carolina.
· To provide encouragement and guidance for the serious student of music.

· To provide worthwhile educational and social experiences for deserving students.

· To promote enriched musical experiences for the participants.

· To promote regional and statewide interest in band music.

· To provide opportunities for the formation of new acquaintances and friendships among students with common abilities, interests, and concerns.

· To provide a medium through which band directors of the state may exhibit their top players.

· To provide worthwhile in-service training for the directors in the state.

· To promote opportunity for expanded knowledge of band repertoire among students and directors.

Auditions

Two separate auditions for All-State band will be held.  The 1st will be the region audition—1 in each of the 5 regions across the state.  Our region is Eastern Region, which consists of Berkeley, Chesterfield, Clarendon, Darlington, Dillon, Florence, Georgetown, Horry, Lee, Marion, Marlboro, Sumter, and Williamsburg counties.  The final audition will follow one week later for those who qualify. Region Bands will be seated from the Region Band Auditions.  All-State Bands will be seated from the second, or final, audition.

Transportation to the clinics is provided.  Meals and lodging are the responsibility of the parent.  The Band Boosters pay for All State Band participation for those students who are accepted including meals, lodging and transportation.
All-State Selection

Audition committees will choose from across the state, without regard to region, those students whose audition scores were highest on each instrument.  The number chosen will be the number wanted for the final instrumentation of the bands.  Membership in the Region and All-State bands will be announced by e-mail soon as possible following the auditions.  Region chairmen will determine the extra needed membership for the Region bands, not using All-State members unless deemed necessary.

Each committee will select a set number of qualifying alternates for each section of the band.  Alternates may attend the Region/All-State clinics at the discretion of their Band Directors.  Alternates attending the clinics will not rehearse with their respective bands unless needed to fill a vacancy.  There will also be an alternate band comprised of all the alternates not needed to fill vacancies.  The alternate band will give its own performance of music worked on and rehearsed that weekend.  In all other respects they are bona fide members of their respective bands and may receive medals, provided they attend the clinic.

All State Band Clinic

The All-State clinic is scheduled at Furman University in Greenville, SC.  If, for whatever reason, a member of one of the bands cannot be present for the clinic, the All-State Chairman must be notified immediately so that alternates can be notified.  No student may register or participate in any band that has not auditioned for and won a seat.

All directors are responsible for the behavior of all students at all times.  Misbehavior must be reported to the director of each of the students involved and to the SCBDA President for appropriate action.  All students should be informed of the rule that states that the band may be suspended from SCBDA activities for one full year when a member of that band is guilty of misbehavior at any SCBDA-sponsored event. 

Rehearsal dress will be school clothing.  However, students should realize that extremes in dress might not reflect credit upon themselves or their schools.  Concert attire will be the regular concert band uniform for respective schools.

Any student who is selected to participate in any of the Region/All-State bands and fails to do so without valid reason will be suspended from further participation in All-State activities for a period of one year.

Registered students must attend all rehearsals, etc., unless cleared with the chairman, in order to perform, receive medals, or qualify for the Outstanding Performance Award points.

Procedure for Preparing for All State/Region Band Auditions

Students should write or secure the scale/rudiment requirements by mid-October, purchase or use a copy of the required solo and meet with the director several times for extra assistance.

All students planning on auditioning must have all the scales memorized and be proficient on the solo prior to being allowed to register.  Upon the final hearing, a participant must show potential for success before being allowed to attend the auditions.  Registration fees are non-refundable, so be ready before you pay and work from there.

Private study with a teacher for extra help is suggested.  Certain high school students will be recommended to assist other students. 

Solo and Ensemble Festival

Solo and Ensemble Festival is a fantastic musical preparation and performance opportunity for band students, both experienced and inexperienced.  This festival is usually held in May. The object of the festival is to provide opportunities for students to excel as individual performers and to provide constructive criticism from qualified adjudicators.

Students will receive a solo, and or ensemble piece mid-February.  The students will then begin working on these pieces both in and out of class.  Solos must be accompanied, either with a true pianist or CD/tape to receive any points for their hard work.  Ensembles may range from 2 to 15 students (for example brass/woodwind/percussion choir). Solos are $6 dollars per person and duets are $2 per person in the ensemble. Transportation is provided.   

Schedule at least two practice sessions with the director prior to Spring Break.  An ensemble will not be allowed to participate if it does not show potential for a quality musical performance.  Much Solo and Ensemble preparation can be accomplished with the director a half hour before or after school throughout the year.  Schedule your practice sessions as soon as possible as these time slots become filled quickly.

Scholarships

There are a wide variety of scholarships available to Band students.  You do not have to major in music in college in order to receive financial assistance.  Many universities grant partial scholarships or one-time grants to non-music majors who agree to play in a college ensemble as elective credit.  Universities can also waive out-of-state fees in exchange for participation in music programs.  Requirements vary with each school. Contact the Guidance Office for additional information.

Booster News 

Bands of Waccamaw news will be communicated by e-mail and by notices sent home with students. Please read these communications carefully each month. 

EQUIPMENT NEEDS

PERCUSSION ACCESSORIES

Each percussionist should have the following materials.

A pair of concert snare sticks

The following equipment is recommended for purchase, but should NOT be brought to school. These

are listed for students who may choose to go into music after high school.

A pair of general timpani mallets or staccato mallets

A pair of rubber xylophone mallets

A pair of yarn mallets

A triangle beater

A pitch pipe, F – F or C – C

A stick bag

*Marching Percussionists will be assessed a $25 instrument rental fee (due by band camp). Every year, students

will be assessed a $35 fee for the purchase of percussion mallets. The mallets will be the property of the

Waccamaw Percussion Department. Due to the cost of percussion equipment, Bands of Waccamaw

will supply all needed equipment. Equipment abuse will not be tolerated. Any student

found abusing instruments will pay for any needed repairs.

INSTRUMENT AND MOUTHPIECE UPGRADES

MOUTHPIECES

Clarinet
 



Van Doren B40 or B45 mouthpieces

DEG Barrels

Rovner Ligatures

Saxophone



Selmer C*

Trumpet




Bach 3C or 1 ½ C

French Horn



Schilke 29 or 30

Trombone



Bach  5G or 4G

Schilke
51 or 51 D

Tuba




Helleberg 120 S

Bach 18

INSTRUMENTS

Piccolo 




Yamaha YPC 62

Flute 




Yamaha 581 H

Clarinet




 Buffet R-13

Oboe

 


Loree or Fox 400

Bassoon

 


Fox Renard 220 or 222

Saxophone



 Old Selmer Mark VI or Yamaha Custom

Trumpet 



Bach Stradivarius

Horn 




Paxman M20 or Holton 179

Trombone



Bach 42 B, BO or Edwards

Euphonium 



Yamaha 321 – S or Wilson

Tuba 




St. Petersburg or Perantucci 25

METHOD BOOKS

FLUTE 




Rubank Intermediate Method

Rubank Advanced Method

Altes Method

Art and Practice of Modern Flute Technique – Kincaid

Eck Method / Practical Studies / Tone Development

CLARINET 



Rubank Intermediate Method

Rubank Advanced Method

Klose Celebrated Method for Clarinet

Rose: 40 Studies for Clarinet, Book I

Melodious and Progressive Studies – Hite

OBOE 




50 Classical Studies for the Oboe - Joppig

Rubank Advanced Method

Andraud Practical and Progressive Method

Barrett Oboe Method

BASSOON



Rubank Intermediate Method

Rubank Advanced Method

Weissenborn Practical Method for Bassoon

SAXOPHONE 



Rubank Intermediate Method

Rubank Advanced Method

Universal Method for Sax – DeVille

Gatti: 35 Melodious and Technical Exercises

TRUMPET 



Rubank Intermediate Method

Rubank Advanced Method

Arban Complete Conservatory Method

Herbert L. Clark Technical Studies

Schlossberg Daily Drills and Technical Studies

HORN 




Rubank Intermediate Method

Rubank Advanced Method

Kopprasch – Sixty Selected Studies for Horn (Vol. 1 & 2)

Concone – Lyrical Studies for Horn or Trumpet

Practical Studies – Getchell (Book II)

TROMBONE / EUPHONIUM 

Remington Warm-up Studies

Rubank Advanced Method

Rochut Melodious Etudes Book I and II

Arban Method for Trombone / Euphonium

Schlossberg Daily Drills

Clarke Method for Trombone / Euphonium

TUBA 




Rubank Intermediate Method

Rubank Advanced Method

Individual Practice Record

	Name:                                          Week:

	Practice Item
	Mon
	Tues
	Wed
	Thurs
	Fri
	Sat
	Sun

	Warm-up


	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Slurs


	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Articulation


	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Scales


	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Chromatics


	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Literature


	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Sight Reading


	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Interpretation


	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Warm-Down


	
	
	
	
	
	
	


You should strive to cover as many different areas as possible during a practice session.  Play for 10-15 minutes and stop for a break.  Do not over-exert your embouchure.  A few quality minutes of proper rehearsal is better than hours of unstructured playing or random “squawking.”  If you miss a day or if you do not get to a particular aspect of playing during a session, try to make up the time during your next practice.  

Perfect Practice Makes Perfect!

Bands of Waccamaw

Excused Absence Request Form

This form must be completed and turned in one week in advance of any anticipated absence by a Band student (excluding extreme emergencies). Filling out this form does not guarantee that the absence will be excused. It is the responsibility of the student and parent to follow up with further information or make-up work.

Student Name ______________________ Today’s Date ________

Date of Anticipated Absence ______________________

Reason for absence:  


________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Please be specific.  We must have enough information to be able to determine whether or not an absence may be excused. “Important matters, family reasons, etc.” do not give the Director the opportunity to excuse a student.

____________________________
_______________________

Parent’s Signature



Student’s Signature


_____ Excused 



_____ Unexcused

____________________________
_______________________

Director’s Signature



Date

All forms must be submitted to the Director of Bands and will remain on file in the band office for a period of a year.

 Letter of Mutual Consent 

Detach and Return to the Band Director

I, the undersigned student, accept membership in the Bands of Waccamaw and understand that I am responsible for all policies as set forth in the Band Handbook.  I fully agree to carry out my responsibilities to the very best of my ability.

____________________________
_____________________

Student Signature



Date

I, the undersigned parent or guardian, have read and understand the policies as set forth in the Band Handbook.  I also grant full permission for my child to be an active member of the Bands of Waccamaw. In addition, my child has full permission to attend all Band functions.

____________________________
______________________

Parent or Guardian Signature

Date

Type of Instrument

________________________________

Manufacturer


________________________________

Serial Number or Other
              ________________________________

Parent E Mail Address 

________________________________

Bands of Waccamaw Parent Profile Form


The key to a successful program is the support of staff, students, and especially, the parents. If you can be of assistance in any of the following area, please volunteer your time and talents.  There is nothing more rewarding than being an active member of a fine organization, and your involvement speaks volumes about how you value the choices your child makes.

Committees:  Check your areas of interest and a committee chairperson will be in touch with you! 

Mother      Father

______________
Phone:


make necessary calls to parents

______________        Hospitality:
            Social activities, banquets, refreshments, etc. 

______________   
Newsletter:

Compile the monthly newsletter and web page design

______________  
Video:


Film for games, contests, concerts, etc.

______________  
Chaperone:

Assist students in their travels

______________  
Equipment/Prop
Load, tow, and/or set up equipment and props

______________
Transportation

Aid the director on coordinating travel

Special Skills and interests:  Check at least two or more areas where you can assist.

_____  Legal advisors


_____   Nurse



Miscellaneous: ( use this 











space to describe)


_____   Financial advisors

_____   Make up/hair



_____  Audio / visual


_____  Graphics / arts

_____   Notary public


_____   Sewing/crafts

_____   Computers/Web design
_____   Carpentry

_____   Auto work


_____   Sound equipment

(Mr.)_____________________________ Job description ____________________________

(Mrs.)____________________________  Job description____________________________

 

_______  Yes, I can be on hand( on occasion) to help out during and after school.

Bands of Waccamaw Permission to Travel Form 2015-16
I give permission for my child to travel with the Waccamaw High School or Middle School Band Program.   Such activities will include band camp, marching band competitions, parades, auditions, clinics, concert band festivals, solo and ensemble festival and any other function in which the bands participate.  I understand that all rules and regulations set forth by Waccamaw Middle/High School and The School District of Georgetown County will apply at all band events.

Student Name 

____________________________
_____________________________     ____

Print




Sign




   Grade

Parent/Guardian Name

____________________________
_____________________________

Print




Sign

Address
_____________________________________________________



_____________________________________________________

Phone

Home_________________________________



Cell___________________________________



Work__________________________________


NO MINI-SKIRTS!!!!!!








