Economics
2017-2018
Mr. Vassallo
Contact Information
School Phone- (843) 237-9899; Email- mvassallo@gcsd.k12.sc.us
I am very excited about the upcoming school year.  To make sure that it will be the best it can be I want to notify each student, parent, and guardian what my classroom rules and expectations are.  Along with all school and district rules (see student handbook), I have also listed five important rules to follow in my classroom. These rules will help create the best learning environment possible.
	Rules

· Be in your assigned seating at the beginning of class. (Considered tardy if not seated)
· Do not leave your seat without permission!

· No talking while the teacher or other students are talking. (Raise your hand!)
· Follow the Social Contract
· Follow the Cell Phone Policy (On Back)

	Consequences

· 1st offense- Warning

· 2nd offense- Conference with teacher
· 3rd offense- Parent is contacted

· 4th offense- Referral to office

Violent behavior or actions that are threatening to other classmates or faculty will result in immediate referral to the office.


  Course Information-

Economics is a semester long course that studies the basic foundations, principles, and concepts of the major economic systems of the world today.  The primary focus of the class is to give students an understanding of the US economy and how it is a mixed construction of the free market system with some government involvement.  Students will demonstrate an understanding of key concepts like scarcity, allocation, supply and demand, competition, government regulation, etc.  The course is designed to give students the knowledge needed in order to understand and participate wisely in the American economic system.  By the end of the course, students should not only have a better understanding of how our economy works, but also how it applies to the current social, political, and economic issues that Americans face today. Students will also participate in a class economics simulation (see attached handout) where they can earn and spend class currency called Warrior Chips.
Student Agreement
By signing my name below, I acknowledge that I have read and understand the class rules and expectations for Economics and I accept its terms:
____________________________________


____________________________
Student Name






 Date
Parent/Guardian Agreement

By signing my name below, I am stating that I have read the classroom rules and expectations for Economics and I understand the information it contains:

_____________________________________


____________________________
Parent/Guardian Name






  Date
Dear Parent or Guardian,
If you have any questions or concerns, or need to reach me at any point during the school year please email me at the address given above, or call the school phone number listed above and ask for Mr. Vassallo.
Thank You,

Matthew J. Vassallo
Economics Grading Policy & Pacing Guide

Major Assessments (40%)-There will be a test after each unit that will assess your understanding of the unit.  Each test will be made up of short answers, multiple choice, vocabulary matching, and true/false.  Most tests will also include a chart or an essay question. We will also have quarterly projects that will also count as a major assessment

Minor Assessments (20%)- Minor assessments include website portfolio’s, writing assignments, group projects, and  smaller individual projects.  We will have at least two minor assessment grades per quarter

Daily Quizzes/Classwork (25%)- We will have a quiz the following day after taking notes.  We will also have daily activities and assignments that will be counted towards your daily classwork grade.  Included in this grade will be your current events website page

Every week you will complete a current events assignment and post it on your website portfolio

Homework (15%)- All assigned class work and homework will be graded.  Homework will be due at the ring of the tardy bell.  There will also be a daily CNN Student News assignment that students will be graded every day.    

Second Chance Policy…students may be given an opportunity to “make-up” or improve their scores on TESTS ONLY as part of the second chance policy… students who score below an 85 may be offered the opportunity to take a makeup test on the same information.  Students may earn half of the missed points back on their test grade.  Students can improve their test grade to a maximum score of 85; Since the final exam has NO OPPORUNITY for a retake/second chance, students are encouraged to do their best in their first opportunity throughout the year.  “Bonus Assignments” may be offered at the teacher’s discretion during the duration of the course. 

***Students have two weeks from the day they receive their graded tests to complete the retake!!!!

***Retakes must be completed either during lunch, after school, before school, or 6th & 7th Periods (With a note of approval from your teacher to miss their class)  Make sure you let me know before hand when you are coming to retake the test!

Economics Pacing Guide 2017-2018
	Unit Title/Corresponding Chapter


	Traditional Pacing/Yearlong

(# of days/weeks)
	Standards/Indicators

	Economic Concepts

(Chapters 1, 2 & 3)
	16 days
	1.1, 1.2, 1.3

	Supply & Demand

(Chapters 4 & 5)
	12 days
	2.1, 2.2

	Prices/Markets

(Chapters 6 & 7)
	8 days
	2.2, 2.3, 2.4, 2.5, 2.6, 3.5

	Employment

(Chapter 8)
	8 days
	2.6, 3.7, 5.1, 5.2, 5.3

	Government Spending 

& Revenue 

(Chapter 9 & 10)
	12 days
	3.1

	Economic Performance

& Stability

(Chapters 13 & 14)
	12 days
	3.1, 3.4, 3., 3.7, 3.9

	The FED & Stability

(Chapters 15 & 16)
	10 days
	3.2, 3.3, 3.8, 3.9

	Stability & Global Markets

(Chapter 17 & 19)
	10 days
	4.1, 4.2, 4.3


