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Rigor and High Expectations

●Grading Scale 
○ A 90 – 100  
○ B 80 – 89
○ C 70 – 79 
○ D 60 – 69
○ F 0 – 59



What does rigor NOT look like?

100 100

93 A

A 90

85 B

B 80

77 C

70 C 70

D

D 60



Simple Scenario

●Mathematics Summative 
Assessment

●50 multiple choice items assessing 
multiplication 

●Questions are worth 2 points each  



Lowering Rigor Example: 
Doing Nothing

100 100

93 47 Correct Answers

45 Correct Answers 90

85 43 Correct Answers

40 Correct Answers 80

77

70 70

60



Questions to Consider

●Does adding items add to rigor or is it simply 
increasing testing stamina?

●How do you determine what qualifies as “A” 
work? “B” work?

●What Standards are you attempting to 
measure? Do your assessment items measure 
those? How do you know?

●How are you measuring Depth of Knowledge?

●How are you measuring Item Difficulty?



What does rigor look like?

100 100
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Short-Term Strategies

●Increase Item Difficulty

●Increase Performance Expectations

●Mastery Level of 90 should be equal to 

Mastery Level at 93

●Increase Depth of Knowledge of Items



Long-Term Considerations

●Realign assessments (e.g., rubrics)

○What needs to be adjusted?

○What needs to stay the same?

○Is the level of rigor appropriate?

○Are teachers assessing what needs to be 
assessed?



http://www.ccresa.net/depth-of-knowledge-dok-blooms-taxonomies-crosswalks



Depth of Knowledge Overview

●DOK 1

○Recall/Reproduction

○Key verbs- identify, label, list, match, 
calculate, describe, name

○Explain simple concepts, recall a fact or 
term, conduct basic calculations

○(Bloom – Recall/Remember)



●DOK 2
○Skill/Concept

○Key verbs – classify, compare, apply, observe, 
explain, infer, interpret, simplify, solve, graph, 
predict

○Solve routine multi-step problems, sort objects, 
apply a concept, describe cause/effect of a 
particular event, show relationships

○(Bloom – Apply)

Depth of Knowledge Overview



Depth of Knowledge Overview

●DOK 3
○Strategic Thinking

○Key verbs- assess, cite evidence, conclude, critique, 
decide, defend, formulate, investigate, judge, 
justify, solve, support

○Solve non-routine problems, explain phenomena, 
develop a scientific model, develop a logical 
argument, identify and justify a solution, compile 
information from multiple sources to assess a 
specific problem

○ (Bloom – Analyze)



Depth of Knowledge Overview

●DOK 4
○Extended Thinking

○Key verbs- connect, create, critique, design, 
justify, judge, prove, support, report, synthesize

○Design and conduct an experiment that requires 
specifying a problem, synthesize ideas into new 
concepts, design a mathematical model to solve a 
practical or abstract situation, synthesize 
information from multiple sources

○(Bloom – Synthesize)



District Expectations

●Common Syllabi Components 

●Grading Policies- 50/40/10 

●Extra Credit- rigorous and 
supportive



Parent Portal
●Are you signed up? See Mrs. Williams

●Check your child’s grades often, not just interims 
and report cards

●Drill down to assignments

Click on any grade to drill 

down to assignments



Drill down on a grade



THANK YOU!

●You can receive your child’s report card -see grade 
level table and team

●Please arrange a conference with your child’s 
teachers about anything you question or do not 
understand

●Your support and feedback are always important to 
us!


