Summer Reading Requirements
for All English Students
All students enrolled in an English course, with the exception of dual-enrollment students, are
required to complete summer reading. For the 2018-2019 school year, each grade level has
assigned at least one text to all students. Students enrolled in English II Honors, English III
Honors, A.P. Language, and A.P. Literature are required to read two texts over the summer. The
texts will be used in class instruction.
THS is throwing a Summer Reading Celebration to reward students who complete the reading
over the summer. An assessment will be given to all students, those scheduled for English in the
fall and spring semester, at the start of school in August to determine attendance eligibility.

English I Summer Reading 2018
Five People You Meet in Heaven-Mitch Albom
Eddie is a grizzled war veteran who feels trapped in a meaningless life of fixing rides at a seaside
amusement park. His days are a dull routine of work, loneliness, and regret. Then, on his 83rd
birthday, Eddie dies in a tragic accident, trying to save a little girl from a falling cart. He awakens
in the afterlife, where he learns that heaven is not a lush Garden of Eden, but a place where
your earthly life is explained to you by five people. These people may have been loved ones or
distant strangers. Yet each of them changed your path forever.

Honors English I Summer Reading 2018
The Glass Castle -Jeannette Walls
Jeannette Walls grew up with parents whose ideals and stubborn nonconformity were both
their curse and their salvation. Rex and Rose Mary Walls had four children. Rex was a
charismatic, brilliant man who, when sober, captured his children's imagination, teaching them
physics, geology, and above all, how to embrace life fearlessly. Rose Mary, who painted and
wrote and couldn't stand the responsibility of providing for her family, called herself an
"excitement addict." Later, when the money ran out, or the romance of the wandering life
faded, the Walls retreated to the dismal West Virginia mining town -- and the family -- Rex
Walls had done everything he could to escape. He drank. He stole the grocery money and
disappeared for days. As the dysfunction of the family escalated, Jeannette and her brother and
sisters had to fend for themselves, supporting one another as they weathered their parents'
betrayals and, finally, found the resources and will to leave home. (some adult language and
themes)

*All novel and play descriptions are from Amazon.

English II Summer Reading 2018
Warriors Don’t Cry – Melba Pattillo Beals
In 1957, Melba Pattillo turned sixteen. That was also the year she became a warrior on the
front lines of a civil rights firestorm. Following the landmark 1954 Supreme Court ruling, Brown
v. Board of Education, Melba was one of nine teenagers chosen to integrate Little Rock's
Central High School. Throughout her harrowing ordeal, Melba was taunted by her schoolmates
and their parents, threatened by a lynch mob's rope, attacked with lighted sticks of dynamite,
and injured by acid sprayed in her eyes. But through it all, she acted with dignity and courage,
and refused to back down.

Honors English II Summer Reading 2018
Honors English II students will read both Warriors Don’t Cry and A Mid-Summer Night’s Dream.
Warriors Don’t Cry – Melba Pattillo Beals
In 1957, Melba Pattillo turned sixteen. That was also the year she became a warrior on the
front lines of a civil rights firestorm. Following the landmark 1954 Supreme Court ruling, Brown
v. Board of Education, Melba was one of nine teenagers chosen to integrate Little Rock's
Central High School. Throughout her harrowing ordeal, Melba was taunted by her schoolmates
and their parents, threatened by a lynch mob's rope, attacked with lighted sticks of dynamite,
and injured by acid sprayed in her eyes. But through it all, she acted with dignity and courage,
and refused to back down.
A Midsummer Night’s Dream- Shakespeare
In A Midsummer Night’s Dream, Shakespeare stages the workings of love. Theseus and
Hippolyta, about to marry, are figures from mythology. In the woods outside Theseus’s Athens,
two young men and two young women sort themselves out into couples—but not before they
form first one love triangle, and then another. Also in the woods, the king and queen of
fairyland, Oberon and Titania, battle over custody of an orphan boy; Oberon uses magic to
make Titania fall in love with a weaver named Bottom, whose head is temporarily transformed
into that of a donkey by a hobgoblin or “puck,” Robin Goodfellow. Finally, Bottom and his
companions ineptly stage the tragedy of “Pyramus and Thisbe.”

*All novel and play descriptions are from Amazon.

English III Summer Reading 2018
Of Mice and Men – John Steinbeck
They are an unlikely pair: George is "small and quick and dark of face"; Lennie, a man of
tremendous size, has the mind of a young child. Yet they have formed a "family," clinging
together in the face of loneliness and alienation. Laborers in California's dusty vegetable fields,
they hustle work when they can, living a hand-to-mouth existence. For George and Lennie have
a plan: to own an acre of land and a shack they can call their own. When they land jobs on a
ranch in the Salinas Valley, the fulfillment of their dream seems to be within their grasp. But
even George cannot guard Lennie from the provocations of a flirtatious woman, nor predict the
consequences of Lennie's unswerving obedience to the things George taught him.

Honors English III Summer Reading 2018
Honors English III students will read both A Lesson Before Dying and The Crucible.
A Lesson Before Dying – Gaines
"I was not there, yet I was there. No, I did not go to the trial, I did not hear the verdict, because
I knew all the time what it would be..." So begins Grant Wiggins, the narrator of Ernest J.
Gaines's powerful exploration of race, injustice, and resistance, A Lesson Before Dying. If young
Jefferson, the accused, is confined by the law to an iron-barred cell, Grant Wiggins is no less a
prisoner of social convention. University educated, Grant has returned to the tiny plantation
town of his youth, where the only job available to him is teaching in the small plantation church
school. More than 75 years after the close of the Civil War, antebellum attitudes still prevail:
African Americans go to the kitchen door when visiting whites and the two races are rigidly
separated by custom and by law. Grant, trapped in a career he doesn't enjoy, eaten up by
resentment at his station in life, and angered by the injustice he sees all around him, dreams of
taking his girlfriend Vivian and leaving Louisiana forever. But when Jefferson is convicted and
sentenced to die, his grandmother, Miss Emma, begs Grant for one last favor: to teach her
grandson to die like a man.
The Crucible – Arthur Miller
One of the true masterpieces of twentieth-century American theater, The Crucible brilliantly
explores the threshold between individual guilt and mass hysteria, personal spite and collective
evil. It is a play that is not only relentlessly suspenseful and vastly moving, but that compels
readers to fathom their hearts and consciences in ways that only the greatest theatre can.

*All novel and play descriptions are from Amazon.

AP English Language and Composition Summer Reading 2018
AP English Language and Composition students will read both Into the Wild and The Great Gatsby.

Into the Wild- Jon Krakauer
In April 1992 a young man from a well-to-do family hitchhiked to Alaska and walked alone into
the wilderness north of Mt. McKinley. His name was Christopher Johnson McCandless. He had
given $25,000 in savings to charity, abandoned his car and most of his possessions, burned all
the cash in his wallet, and invented a new life for himself. Four months later, his decomposed
body was found by a moose hunter. How McCandless came to die is the unforgettable story of
Into the Wild.
The Great Gatsby- F. Scott Fitzgerald
The Great Gatsby, F. Scott Fitzgerald's third book, stands as the supreme achievement of his
career. This exemplary novel of the Jazz Age has been acclaimed by generations of readers. The
story of the fabulously wealthy Jay Gatsby and his love for the beautiful Daisy Buchanan, of
lavish parties on Long Island at a time when The New York Times noted "gin was the national
drink and sex the national obsession," it is an exquisitely crafted tale of America in the 1920s.

English IV Summer Reading 2018
A Doll’s House-Henrick Ibsen
In the central character of Nora, Ibsen epitomized the human struggle against the humiliating
constraints of social conformity. Nora's ultimate rejection of a smothering marriage and life in
"a doll's house" shocked theatergoers of the late 1800s and opened new horizons for
playwrights and their audiences. But daring social themes are only one aspect of Ibsen's power
as a dramatist. A Doll's House shows as well his gifts for creating realistic dialogue, a
suspenseful flow of events and, above all, psychologically penetrating characterizations that
make the struggles of his dramatic personages utterly convincing.

*All novel and play descriptions are from Amazon.

AP English Literature and Composition Summer Reading 2018
AP English Lit. and Comp. students will read both Life of Pi and Jane Eyre.
Life of Pi- Yann Martel
The son of a zookeeper, Pi Patel has an encyclopedic knowledge of animal behavior and a
fervent love of stories. When Pi is sixteen, his family emigrates from India to North America
aboard a Japanese cargo ship, along with their zoo animals bound for new homes. The ship
sinks. Pi finds himself alone in a lifeboat, his only companions a hyena, an orangutan, a
wounded zebra, and Richard Parker, a 450-pound Bengal tiger.
Jane Eyre - Charlotte Brontë
A novel of intense power and intrigue, Jane Eyre has dazzled generations of readers with its
depiction of a woman's quest for freedom. Having grown up an orphan in the home of her cruel
aunt and at a harsh charity school, Jane Eyre becomes an independent and spirited survivorqualities that serve her well as governess at Thornfield Hall. But when she finds love with her
sardonic employer, Rochester, the discovery of his terrible secret forces her to make a choice.
Should she stay with him whatever the consequences or follow her convictions, even if it means
leaving her beloved?

*All novel and play descriptions are from Amazon.

